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Preface

During 2004 I was invited to French Institute of
Indology at Pondicherry as a consultant for commentary
study. Prof. Narang was working on Mallinatha. He advised
me to give talks on commentary. [ have prepared five lectures
on commentary. While delivering that talk I was suggested
by the director to make a detailed study. I was thinking of
creative criticism on the basis of internal evidences of the
text. For the first instance I took up Meghaduta with twelve
commentaries. It took a lot of time to prepare the text with
variant readings, micro and micro tables of study of
commentaries. It was published by Dr.R.S.Sukla, Pratibha
Prakashan, New Delhi in 2016.

The second attempt was taken by me is Gitagovindam.
The text with many commentaries is studied. Besides I have
also added one tippani of my own. It consumed considerably
a lot of time as the bulk of the text is almost double the text
of Meghadutam. The micro and micro was not given in fear
of prolixity of the work. But italics marks are given to
reference of dictionary, poetics poets and all other works
quoted only. May be in future some more features will be
added.

I deemit a blessing to offer this work to the god himself
who is the permanent inspiration in me. At the same time
both god SriKrishna and goddess SriRadha are the hero and
heroine of this work. Let the lila of them bless the author and
all the connoisseurs of this work.

Poalols e 1602+
SriKrishna Janmastami
Vikrama Samvat 2080
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Gitagovinda of Jayadeva

Gitagovinda, the lyrical epic of it own style composed
by the saint poet SriJayadeva.This poetry, is a landmark in
spreading Vaisnavism. SriKrishna, a cow boyish hero in early
ages became the master of erotics in the immortal love play
with divine damsel SriRadha. This story is in Brahma vaivarta
puréna but to what extext is it prior to Gitagovinda is not known.
In Gitagovinda, this love sport is divine lyric. It became so
popular that it travelled whole of the world through most of the
significant and known languages.

Gitagovinda mahékéavya, a dance drama is probably en-
acted in the temple courtyard of SriJagannatha. Even today
every morning and night, the singing of Gitagovinda is the
first and the last ritual of the temple respectively. The legend
of Jayadeva - Padmavati and their performance of Gitagovinda
in the temple premises everyday is evident from Jayadeva
charita of Chakradatta. This story dates back to Padmavati
who got married to Jayadeva. SriJagannatha in his dream
directed her father to get her married to Jayadeva, who is His
human form. The father came with her daughter Padmavati
from South to make her a devadasi, a wife of the God. But his
effort was attested by the God to unite her with Jayadeva to
make her complete in respect of dance, song and music.

The text Gitagovinda is not only a mahakavya like all
other poems of classical poets but also it is a kdvya of twenty
four songs known as astapadis. The astapadis are under dif-
ferent cantos. The kdvya is of twelve cantos. The cantos con-
tain about seventy two slokas. The astapadis are twenty four
in number.But some songs are of less than and more than
eight verse. The 15th canto and 10th astapadi has five verses
and first song in first canto is of eleven verses. The matter
indicated in slokas are explained in songs in detail in eight
verses. So the total verses are 8 X 24 = 192. If the slokas are
added, then it becomes 192+72=264 verses (excluding thirty
variant ones).
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Its glory touches the pinnacle of popularity even if with
meagre numbers of verses in comparision with thousands of
slokas in mahékavyas of Kalidasa, Bharavi, Magha and
Sriharsa etc. The astapadis were used for abhinaya (acting)
by dancers. Even today Gitagovinda is enacted in Odissi,
Bharata natyam, Mohiniattam, Kathakali, Manipuri Kuchipudi
and Kathaka etc. Not only the astapadis are for dancing pur-
pose but also for ritual purposes; Gitagovinda is sung in al-
most all the Vishnu temples of the country. Even the author
(P.K. Mishra) has listened to Gitagovinda in Siva temples of
South and West India Gitagovinda is a ritual in the evening
worship. In Odisha, almost all the temples and Brahmin vil-
lages are practicing Gitagovinda chanting. It is curious to note
that many people in Odisha memorise this text so correctly
that they think it is in Odiya language. Because Odiya, being
one of the closest languages of Sanskrit is very similar to
Gitagovinda'’s simple style of writing. Therefore even people
who didn’t know how to read and write used to sing Gitagovinda
with devotion in their respective temples. The samkirtan groups
or the chorous groups of devotional songs start their song
with Gitagovinda. This speaks that Jayadeva was not only
popular and admired during his life time but also long after his
death.

A Mahakavya: As a mahékavya, the estimation in a view
of literary criticism, quite naturally may not be so much en-
couraged to estimate as par with the kdvya of Asvaghosa,
Kalidasa, Bharavi, Magha and Sriharsa. Because the can-
vass of Gitagovinda is quite smaller than others in volume.
The features of mahékavya as envisaged by Dandin and
Visvanatha maynot find its suitablity fully may besides its po-
etic lucidity with Gitagovinda. Still the popularity knows no
bound is attached with religious practices of vaisnavas - per-
forming arts of classical dances, Kirtanas, Rasas, temple ar-
chitecture, calssical music of India both karnataka or
Hindustani, folk devotion, handloom works etc. It gathers mo-
mentum day by day in its appreciation.

Even if it is not par with Kalidasa etc, and his poetic
writings yet its’ poetic value, emotional exuberance,
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padalalitya, delicacy of many faced poetry could easily be
accepted by the connoisseurs even if sanskrit is not in use in
day to day life.

The verses and the songs:

Gitagovinda is written with two types of metres. One is
syllabic (1&gt metre and the other second type is of moric
metre (talavtta). All types of syllables (light and heavy) are
experimented by Jayadeva.

I 1 - YgafashifeTd
2 - qg=fdcieh
3 - WMgAfashIfeT
4 - gafaafad
5 - TMgeifashifeT
6 - IH=fTeTent
7 - ferafion
8 - Hrfert
9 - gaeshifST,
10 - 9%
11 - INgaAfashifeTd
12 - SgAfashifsaq,
12 A - YgAfehifSaT

13 - ferafion
14 - 2ol

15 - SgaAfdshifsaq,
16 - ferEfioh

II.

1.
17 - S84
18 - o9y
19 - gt
20 - SMGaAashISTH,
21 - SMgatashifST,
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VI

VIL

VIII.

22 - SgatashiSad,
23 - gg=afdetdl

24 - ITEH
25 - SMgatashiSTe,
26 - SMGaAahISTH,
27 - Uzl
28 - SMgatashifSa,
29 - gftqer

30 - gfSgar

31 - SgatashifST,
32 - gRof

33 - YMgatashifST,
34 - SgAtashIfST,
35 - g

36 - 3Tt
37 - Hifer it
38 - wga

39 - FH=fceThl
40 - 3Tt

41 - i

42 - 3usaST
43 - gafadttad
44 -

45 - 9T

46 - gl

47 - gE=iideren

48 - 3Tt
49 - ferEfioi
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IX.
50 - 3T
51 - YgATShitSTH,

52 - qE=fdeishl
53 - gt

54 - qH=fceishl
55 - gt

56 - SMGATahIfSTH,
57 - qedes<:

58 - Hifer

59 - YMgatashIfST,
60 - SMgarashIfSTH,
61 - IH=fceTohl
62 - IH=fceThl
63 - SMgarashIfSTH,
64 - 3TIEH

65 - ferafioi

66 - ferafioi

67 - Rlegen

68 - JMGarashIfSTH,

69 - IEH

70 - 3ot

71 - SgaAfashIfST,

72 - IusTIfe

Jayadeva happens to be influenced by his contempo-
rary writers writing songs in Apabhramsa types of Prakrita
and ‘Géhéasattasai of Hala written in Prakrita during early
christian era (1 AD). He refers to Arya Saptasati of Govardhan
and his contemporary poets like Dhoi, Umapati dhara and

XI.

XII.
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sarana. Jayadeva refers them [l.3] at the outset. In order to
indicate the significance of his own style, he includes the po-
etic excellence of all his contemporary poets.

In erotic sentiment both hero and heroines are often
separated and united. But the matter of a few nights and day
makes the pang of separation very intense in love. This char-
acter though endowed with sensuous pleasure yet becomes
more religious by the Vaisnavas when SriKrshna is the God
of the Universe and SriRadha is the symbol of indivisual soul.
In other words Radha is the representative of jivatman, where
Krshna is paramatma. The passion built up by pining to each
other creates the erotic sentiment in union as well as in sepa-
ration.

Though on the are unique in Indian tradition paramount
relation of indivisual-universal soul SriRadha-SriKrshna and
Arjuna-Krshna sets, The description of love visualised of sakhi
brings them down the earth. As per sanskrit poetics this may
be treated as mere heroine and hero keeping away any reli-
gious postulation in mind.

The introducing verse of Gitagovinda appears ambigu-
ous when Radha is grown up and Krshna is in adolesence.
This verse leads to ambiguity which is in a sense led rise to
suggestive meanings. The type of love turned bhakti could be
verified from Krshna-Karnamfta, Srimadbhagavata, Sadukti-
Karnam[ta and Pavanaduta.There Krshna as the centre of
dasavatara is Jagadisa or Jagannatha. Itis not accidental but
it is widely accepted in north and west India by the pilgrims.
As the place Puri is Purusattama Puri and the God is
Purusottama, similarly in Chhatisgarh onwards people accept
the God as Jagadisha and the place is also called Jagadisha
dhama. T TEAToT ST SHgEs: | Gaumid <ami TsT Sigesm: |
Barabara Stoller Miller indicates some of the names of Hari
and names of Dasavatara. The name deHrait (used four times)
is explained as wearing a garland of forest flowers; that indi-
cates sensual presence in the forest. But vanaméla is de-
fined as TSI AT AT ST Tahifidl | The names of Krshna
used in Gitagovinda is discussed with references from puréna
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and made them akin to sensualism. But the inherent mean-
ings of SriKrshna is; that who attracts. Not only gopis but ev-
erybody, the whole world is attracted to Him. Accordingly the
epithet of Krshna on the basis of his name attraction is hether
be depicted. The names in different Cantos/Sargas are as
follows:-

Canto -I-  HMIEgMIET:

- 37RAY HE:

M- JHAYYE:

Iv-  feemyged / fewmre:
V- e

VI- gwaégwa:

VII- AR A

VIII-  facegaesiufa:
IX- W<qgS

X-  FIgEgs:
Xl- OFSEHIE:
XIl-  gHiquare:

All the names of Krshna are connotative of His lila or
the divine love sport. The erotic sensuous poetic sentiment is
predominant in the use of the above epithets of Krshna.

|/ 26 - Feysa:
I1/1 - QRRIHOE:
/1 - HE:

IV / 14 - fogeanty:
IV /19 - Tqgsal:

IV /20 - TR
IV/21 - Hadee:
V/7 - AR

eI ORI

V /16 -HaTehg ol
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VII/ 19- AT
VIL/ 21- HETeFT

X 11 - EAGSI

XL 11 - oAl HLehIosre

My

-~

6/7.  feraAfasTa=fa=RA

Along with this, the words mentioned above perfectly
suggest the erotic mood. SriKrshna and SriRadha are suffer-
ing from SO of Kandarpa, Sa14 of faXE, There is mention of
SO, ST, ST, AT, 9T, YT, like words which depict
different types of feelings of pain, fever etc. before and after
the sport of love.
The speakers of the songs :

There are three characters who speak different
astapadis. Poetis the narrator. He introduces or concludes in
the verses. So the devotional songs are song no-1 & 2

The TET speaks to SriRadha in song -3 & 4

Radha speaks to Sakhi in song -5 & 6
Now the turn of Krshna comes in verse No - 7

Songno- 8 is ¥El of SriRadha
Songno- 9 is ¥&l of SriRadha
Songno- 10 is &I of SriKrshna
Songno- 11is 9@l of SriKrshna
Songnho- 12is 9@l of SriKrshna
Songno- 13 is §&E! of SriRadha
Songno- 14is 9@l of SriRadha
Song no - 15 is §&E of SriRadha
Song no - 16 is ST ?
Songno-17is ST to SriKrshna
Song no - 18 is §&E to SriRadha
Song no - 19 is #F to SriRadha
Song no - 20 is §ET to SriRadha
Songno-21is gl to SriRadha
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Song no - 22 Narrator, the poet himself
Song no - 23 is SFH: / B : to AR
Songno-24is ST to SriKrshna

The pain is equally cherished and divided. Besides the frus-
tration of love the process of love and pining for love enable

one to undertake ¥, STY, A, 3, etc. for the acomplishment.
In other words, SriKrshna becomes an artist of kiss, a 1

Tt / ohell, YT 3TATTH: and SriRadha is a TUfUET | Before

going to the details of the text, the criticism of SriJayadeva in
his own words quite curiously, speaks that, SriJayadeva is

familiar with every thing of literary style when he writes. 1.3

a1 YeetadogHTafaet T g As regards T=yffe:,

Govardhana refutes the importance of it in Arya Saptasati.
FfergR feTe: WRIgaE: T gwe: |
fogg foricen: SraHisd 7T gE: // Yoo
HeheTehell: heufag TY: T4 e |
gy ufe THMaN |13

FTRTIY Hd : T e |
gl e e 1 7 7@ Wil T | 1% %

This design of dialogues are as follow-

1. Narrator/Poet, 2. Radha, 3. Krshna, 4. Sakhi, 5. Radha-
Krshna
1- The poet / Narrator - 1, 2 and 22nd songs
2- Radha - 3, 4, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 24 songs
3- Krshna- 7, 19, 3 songs
4- 9@l of SriRadha - 8, 9, 18, 20 songs
5- §@! of SriKrshna - 10, 11,12, 21
The dialogues of @& either of SriKrishna or of SriRadha
speaks eight different songs. The narrotor speaks of three

songs. SriRadha happens to be the main speaker who speaks
eight songs. SriKrshna speaks 5 songs only. The design of
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dialogues with each characters are naturally made as per the
expectation of characters concerned. Hemachandra also gives
the definition of Sandarbha sudhiin Kadvyanueasanam.
Analysis of the text

The introductory stanza is on the canvass of rain, the
(tdmala,) deep green leaf trees in the forest and the sky full of
clouds. All of them prepare an environment for the secret love-
play of SriRadha and SriMadhava.

There is a contradiction between the first dasavatara
(song ) and the second dasévatara (song Il). The first one is
exhibition of different virarasa and other rasas. Mina / Pisces
is JGAR in TEEAR | HaR in Feaq, TE-YHAR, TRATHE-TE,
-3 WYLH:-FGAIL, TH-FGA I, WD, Y-3g, TIHh-
hfceh TH T |

But the verse ofé‘q’@@lﬁ contains all above rasas. [1.5]
In opposition to gita-1, in gita 2 the Dasévatéara is repeated
and the predominant rasa is g ; as FAHATATG=MUE is the
basis of it. The verse 5 here keeps all the incarnations as part
of God SriKrshna who took all these forms. Similarly the 2nd
astapadi is confusing. As the avatara purusa is Vishnu and
Kamala, the concert Vishnu poses his hand on the breast of
Kamala. But again he is euologised as Vamana, Balakrshna,
Murari (in Mina) and Réma, dicih™[ , So the confusion be-
tween the verse-5 and gita 2 is quite objective. When itis said
in verse sixteen SriKrshna is the avatari and others are
avatéras; the gita 2 on the other hand prays Vishnu, and the
avataras like Murari, Vamana, Balakrshna and Rama. Ques-
tion arises in Gitagovinda why similar two Wﬂﬂﬂﬁ are
composed by Jayadeva? Quite naturally a doubt comes on
the authority of these two prayers. One can say, either of them
is written by Jayadeva. But the verse no 5 is the summary of
1st gita; which could not be challenged. Then the authority of
2nd gita is redundant. Secondly the gita in spite of its very
lucid songs liléa is not strictly consistent in its depiction. The
colophon of two songs give the certification of SriJayadeva
as of his own. If one accepts the authorship of both poems,
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then he has to accept the discredit of Jayadeva by composing
both of them of which the second one is not properly arranged.
But the second one is known as mangala gita which is sung
everyday in sanctom sanctorum of SriJagannatha at the open-
ing ritual of the temple and mangala alati of Srijagannatha.
The stigma of eroticism on Gitagovinda from the 1st
and 2nd verse is quite evident. But the poet washes them
with sloka no - 4 where he adds two words like @& and
“faeaehey e, Besides he says, AYTHHCIHIRIIEES! in
the same verse. In gita-2/8 his mention of AgTssaeTiIaH re-
fines the idea of connoisseurs. Because Hg< is for
Mangalacharana by the euology of SriR&dha and SriMadhava,

the melodious songs thereof for A | But 35591 is erotic /

Y | Since Vaisnavas accept 3ssoel as the rasa of
SriKrshna SriRadha premabhakti they adore songs in that
spirit. But one can remind Bhagavat gita - ¥ 21 | Y9&=i di

ada WS=eH Bhaktas take this as their kdvya of devotsion.
Tradition of Indian Chriticism
Commentary in Sankrit texts

Commentary in Sankrit language constitutes a consider-
ably vast bulk of texts in all the disciplines. Starting from the
Vedas, Vedangas, Darsanas, Itihas-Puranas, Ayurveda,
Kamasastra, Sangita-Sastra, to Kavyalamkaras and Kavyas.
Many times the commentaries are more significant than the
original authors. No doubt the original authors are adored,
Kumarilabhatta, (¥aiearfties, T=@iftie) Prabhakara Mishra, for
Jaiminiya Dharmasutra, Vastayana and Bhasarvajna for
Nyayabhasya, Acarya Sankara, Ramanuja, Madhva, Nimbarka
and Vallabha for Sariraka mimamsa-suatra, Vivarana and
Pancapadika, Chitsukhi and Vacaspati Mishra in advaita tra-
dition, Abhinavagupta for Natyasastra and Dhvanyaloka,
Medhatithi for Manusmrti and Vijnanesvara and Jimutavahana
for Yajnavalkyasmrti are immortal writers of commentary.

The commentaries expose vast scope of discussion on
the original works/literature. This leaves an ample opportu-
nity for intellectual dialogues. That's why commentaries on
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Srimadbhagavadgita are many. Similar case is in

Kavyaprakasa of Mammata. It is said, SICAIHRE Ghdl: Hi
TR TR | FUTAY: T A ||

Basically commentaries are on eI/ 310/ 9=1: and the
commendaries are known as e/ WTsaH/ Sifent/ i/ drenrar:/
roquit/ 4T |

Etymology of tika di+e +arq=dient

The word tika is from the root tikr with pratyaya of ka and with
tap it become tika. The meaning is very simple. Since the root

tikr is gatyarthaka, yet, dieRd TRId Tl Jerei+ S ar efd

dIAT | It says tika is a device to know the meanings about the
text in details. Of course there is systematic codification for
tika writing. Yet the writers have developed their own meth-
ods of writing commentaries in due course.

Before the classical style of writings, the Vedic era had
its free-style which became popular. It was compact in com-
posing. The grammar appears to be flexible as the nuances
of expression were having wide scope. The style of writing in
the Bréhmanas and Aranyakas were quite attractive as they
were having small and simple sentences. There was samhita
of type, writing and compositions where the context was known
to their disciples. But in course of time, those samhitas needed
to be explained by the scholars of respective traditions. Gradu-
ally the obscured sutra literature and others sastras were ex-
plained by their pupils. “Hence the tradition of expositions and
explanations were developed. There are, as good as, eight
such types of writings prevalent in Sanskrit language. They

are as follows:
ELER B ENERRISIN ERINTSET
srefarruufay forg areadfur | |
TSl Yarifad: faul arere |
3feriase <o SARea U aq: | |
YA TIERAETET™ Fer foeral e |
AT G Efaar fag: 11
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T, A U I AT AR |

Taere qedf o Wt wrsAfedy fag: |

Fifenr: reqymel 9 qEREa g4 |

A WA RGBT || (AT, IM. §.2%)

ErehT: HITHHETER

o GrEAde faa de |

foerueyIfesn afgat| 7 2 v

SATEAT: AN YeH| SAERAN I dehdl |

it ferafide | e @ g4 1|

git: 0 GehereRiaaTy i |.

AR : SFAJFAGEHIM! o=l I Taid |

T T arfdies g: arfedens: wfdor ||

Sroquny_: A diehl
The methods for the study of a commentary is not exactly
exposed. Yet some outlines from different view points could

be drawn as under. A composition of Sastra and Kavya is given
under for better understanding.

IMEH FIEH_

g ey A I
SUFHHTHREATHISYE T BorH | Te@a: qarifa: fausl arerrisr |
srefareaty o areqdftof | | Ffgalye o9 e g

A |

2. JUCHH: ¢ . UGE:

3. SUHER: 3. qeHifa:
3. TW: 3. fowe:

X STEAT- e, X RIS
y . 3refare: Y. STTFaTEH
& . 3YUM:

. fagH,

Commentaries on a kavya or khandakavya on a scientific base
may be thought of as under.
1. Determination of the text.
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2. Classification of the text with context
3. References:

(i) Vyakarana, (ii) Kosa, (iii) Kavya and Nataka, (iv) Ep-
ics and Puranas, (v) Alamkaras, (vi) Dharmasastra, (vii)
Ayurveda, (viiij) Jyotisa, (ix) Kamasastra, (x) Anonymous cita-
tions and references, (xi) Social customs and behaviors, (xii)
Geographical data and (xiii) Flora and fauna explored.
In a different dimention, appreciation of poetry may be pos-
sible through following elements:
(i) rasa, (ii) dhuvani (gunibhuta-vyangya/laksana), (iii) dosa,
(iv) guna, (v) riti, and (v) alamkara.
For the study of a commentary, the following points are re-
quired to be taken into account in this work.
1. If the references are more, then detailed analysis is re-
quired.
2. The opinion of the commentator is important, which he writes
in the beginning and in the colophon.
3. Explanation on important epithets and phrases etc. are in-
cluded.
4. Verification of the texts and citations from concerned edi-
tions.
5. Comparative table of all of them with all the above men-
tioned items from the commentaries available need to be in-
serted.
sapta angani sastra-uyakhyana kausale
There are seven steps/limbs for explanation of sastra.

1. guna - 18
2. dosah - 15
3. yuktih - 36
4. upakhya - 15
5. kalpana - 7
6. asraya - 20
7. tatchilyam - 17
Total = 128

How to appreciate a commentary

1. The thrust of the kavya

2. The suggested meanings.

3. The originality of the meaning.
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4. Classification of the points expressed by the poet.

5. Citation of authorities in support of Explanation.

6. Overall observation of the stanzas.

7. Discussion on the employments of the particular words,
the Sabdaparipaka.

8. Remarks on Contextual meaning.

9. Observation of the literary beauty of the stanzas.

10. Selection of the genuine reading of the texts.

11.  The explanation on the significant slokas and their col-
lections.

The commentator stresses on those points to make the gloss
easily the best among its genre.

Types of tika characteristically could be categorized as fol-
low.

SuEATH dehT - The explanation as per 314, runs straight
way and words are explained accordignly.

(ii) - @USrATCHaRI &t - The explainations are in phrase wise.
(iii) - TamRAe 3 - This type of commentary opens multi
dimensions of the words in many respects.

(iv) - SRSl dihl- Discloses grammatical notes and
problems only

(v) - SsSeAEETee I - Only word to word explanation
(vi) - Gifgcatmaemt & - Deals with lots of alamkaras, rasa,
dhvani, riti, guna etc

(vii) - TSR - Refers to many sastras

(viii) - faagAMf8T &t - Arises controversial issues and

their solutions.
or it may be said as kavya

R. UhgE - one sighted
. Hge® - Many sighted
3. gdgfE: - All sighted

¥. g - Other sighted

The view of A.K. Warder on the characteristics of criticism is
quite relevant. As envisaged in “The science of criticism in
India”, he objectively brings out the issues of criticism Par-
ticularly the commentary on Meghaduttam. He holds,
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“If one compares different editions of familiar classics for ex-
ample the Meghasamdesa or the Venisambhara or the
Mudraraksasa, one finds very great discrepancies in their texts.
There are many Meghasamesa-s (or Meghaddta-s, the title
itself varies), with different numbers of verses. The various
commentators, whom one might regard as authorities on the
correct readings of the text, are found to diverge widely. The
‘standard’ commentators Mallinatha (15th century), whose
reputation is assured by his dexterous command of Sanskrit
grammer, follows a very corrupt text and accepts at least
twenty verses which textual criticism demonstrates cannot
have been composed by Kalidasa. We can show this by col-
lating texts of the Meghasamdesa preserved in places as dis-
tant from one another as Kasmira (with the commentary of
Vallabhadeva, 10th century) and Kerala (with the commen-
tary of PGrnasaravati, 14 century). These agree and thus must
contain a very old farm of the text, except that vallabhadeva
has one extra verse; neither has the many additional verses
which have got into the text Mallinatha (in Andhra).

The explanation for such discrepancies is firstly that
over the centuries, as a text is repeatedly copied by scribes,
numerous mistakes are made (it is humanly impossible to make
an exact copy of a text of any length, even the best scribe will
make a few mistakes). Usually someone will try to correct the
text after it has been copied and obvious slips will be correc-
tor only makes another mistake, the difference being that his
mistaken correction makes some kind of sense, instead of no
sense, and consequently is hard to detect later.” Further he
writes that, “Critical editing is laborious work and editors are
liable to be lazy; in certain cases they may be little better than
frauds, or an unscrupulous publisher may call the work ‘ criti-
cal’ so that libraries will buy it. For whatever reasons, critical
editions of Kavya-s are rare and students of literature have to
be aware fo this fact if they are to avoid wasting their time on
false texts. Thus for example we have no critical editions of
the works of Kalidasa, contrary to the claims of certain pub-
lishers and editors.” (The Science of Criticism of India, The
Adyar Library and Reseach Centre, Madras, 1978, pp-7-8 and
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10) The Gitagovinda of Sri Jayadeva has been appreciated
by immortal commentators and scholars has made observa-
tion on the major and minor commentaries (K. N. Mohapatra,
revised edition, Kedaranatha gaveshana Pratisthana,
Bhubaneswar pp.301-338). Dr. Bhagaban Panda has edited
the Sarvangasundari and smrtiranjani tika respectively.
Gitagovinda with these two commentaries was published by
Directorate of Culture, Odisha,

Many commentaries have been mentioned by N.N.
Pradhan in his book a “Jayadeva in Oriya Literaturea” (Oriya)
(pp. 195-199). R.C. Hota has edited the Padabhavartha
Chandrikatika The book was published by Chinmaye
Prakashan, Prayag 1997.He has mentioned ten commentaries
which have been published. He has also mentioned sixty eight
commentaries.

The Gitagovinda occupies a position which could be
compared with the popularity of the Meghaduta of Kalidasa.
The commentaries of different parts glorify the musical kavya
as a genre one.

The Commentators have different view points. The table be-
low explicitly mentions:

]
ST R
]
STTgl Ww G EIES
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The commentators:

1. Narayanadasha; Sarvangasundaritika

Narayanadasha, the commentator of Sarvangasundari-
tika is a pioneer commentator on Gitagovinda. After the first
commentator Udayana and his Bhavavibhavanitika, Narayan
and his Sarvangasundaritika is the most important one.
Kaviraja Narayana the great grand father of Visvanatha
Kaviraja, holds the theory of adbhuta rasa as the all-inclusive
one, Visvanatha says:

TR BRTRANE! freaTR U= | TeAeg g iidHe-
eSS i d- Jeaf AR vaIdeeh | qa18 e
[Cpe)

’

‘T IRFAHR : GEASHA |

oI G Y T |

TEHIEEYHETE Foll TRF0 T, |1 |

it arapTguaeiay: | gfgesiu-¢ o §
g ST USaTHRRISTIRTS ARAGgaa Tl e ®Ed:
HhCTHREATTSTN ST ST SRS UTEEHEhR T
HHTHITId: & AT IRTEece qeae JERIfqeadsy: |
AevTAadea Yoyl 2fd Hfafi el ASHTg IR | HIATHIN]

Qifecadian! (I ST :-\9 ])

Narayana Dash was chief of the scholars and poets
and a great connoisseur of art and literature. He was in the
court of the king Narasinghadeva of his patron defeated
Darmadatta; who mentions the theory of rasa of Narayana.
His mention is limited to that, Kedarnatha Mahapatra gives
special attention to their family.

There are a lot of debate on the relation of Visvanatha with
Narayana as fUd™e/ JgfUdMe, however it matters little when
Visvanatha with reference mentions Narayana. There is no
difficulty in finding out the identity of Narayana dase who
happened to be the court poet of Narasimhadeva Il. He was
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adorned with the little of Kaviraja by the king as a poet and
critic; as per the reference of Visvanatha Kaviraja.

Tika:

Now the significant of the Tika needs to be discussed.
Being one of the earliest one, this Tika imbibes the character
of original text of gitagovinda. Narayana being the scholar of
Odisha and the court poet of king Narasimha, knows the
nomenclature of poetry of Odisha which is sung in the temple
rituals of Sri Jagannatha temple.
Secondly the interpretation of Frgfecd FHSEFARIRURHIH speaks
of the name of the Brahmin village Kenduvilva. This discards
many controversies of his birth place.
There is no interpolated verse in his commentary. Though he
mentions extra verses prevelent in foot notes. The verses
added by Ranakumbha and others are composed after
Sarvangasundari.
The commentary starts with a benedictory stanza of Radha
and Krishna as —

alggaL: T o Farg gradl |

TN A< ST ikl Tty Gl ||

There is no mention of talas whereas only ragas are mentioned
in the commentary. Bhagavan Panda edited Sarvarngasundari
and Srutirafijant (Published by culture department of

Government of Odisha). There he indetail discussed his identity
significance of the commentary.

2. Ranakumbha: Rasikapriya

King Kumbhakarna of Rajasthan in (Meward)
Medapatadesa ruled during first quarter for fiftteenth century.
His family members are all connoisseurs of music and art, them
belong to Vaisampayana gotra. His ancester was Sri bappa in
Medapata. The guhilapadana a son was born, this name of

Hammira who has a son 3?[%3[@%': | His son was T1&% - His son
was FHIHS: | the father of F#&U: | Kumbhakarna was expert

in Sangita Sastra besides his knowledge in Sahitya, Vyakarana
etc.
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3. Jagaddhara: Saradipika

Jagaddhara, a well-known Maithili commentator
flourished after the 14" Century has composed many
commentaries on different the poems. Mention below is the
list of Jagaddhara’s commentaries.

Malatimadhava-tippani

Meghadita — Rasadipini

Vasavadatta - tika

Venisamhara - tika

Gitagovinda — Saradipikatika

Devimahatmyatika

M. Krishnamachariar in his History of Classical Sanskrit
Literature (Delhi, 1974) gives the name of the Meghadita
commentary as Saradipika and states that the commentator
has referred to several commentaries before writing his own.
It is observed that the commentator has given his genealogy
in his gloss on the Venisambhara. Accordingly he was the son
of Ratnadhara and grandson of Vidyadhara. They were all
learned in Sastras. He held two umbrellas as a man of
scholarship. His poetry is excellent as seen from the
introductory verses to his commentary on Véasavadattad and
Malatimadhava. It seems that Jagaddhara has also commented
on Bhoja’s Sarasvatikanthabharana. (Ed. By Kedarnath Sarma,
Bombay).

The commentary on the Meghadita is printed from
Kalidasa Samskrita Academi, Ujjain in the year 2009 edited by
Professor Mithilaprasad Tripathi, Dr. Jagadish Sharma and Dr.
Prabhunath Drivedi. Earlier one more edition is published by
Kameswar Singh Darbhanga Samskrt Visvavidyalaya which
is edited by Pandit Hrsikesh Jha. The Ujjain edition is named
as Mahakavi Kalidasaviracitam Meghaddtam. The commentary
of Jagaddhara is mentioned as Rasadipinitika which begins
as follows;

STGIHd AT e -

TRl YA dehleighaletd-
SSATASTA YA & aed i |

SN~
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deaigaeuaduer AfR 7R Tar
TR RETITg T v el =19 T ||
BRAISTAGTY B 5 AT
forvreat forara Sremr AisTrg g 1|
Aehifereraenid FfHagusHey — qEgd
SHRAT HATCHIHTTY fordw=2rd I

ERIEECEUL ISR CE ST

g € Tl ud w1

T2 ATASE et S T TR FrTheh eTah R &TOIT STEAIaT ey
Tl g | 9 F wharfed sAfafasHfasw e (o) arure g g THEE!
fAsTTf-RAMTTARR § (R E HeAHTSTTH | e aRTe

LS L G RE I C R N R T R et e IR 4 B I PE o
FHE YTRIITTIAT Wl ARG 74 Frarsaditd gfd
?‘l'él_q' qHHTRa 4 foam yafafd § sraantra | T‘H’ﬁ?ﬁﬁlﬁv'l@‘:ljﬁ%zl
AR : GUSHE HIISHA |

The commentator begins his work by paying obeisance
to Sambhu along with his several attributes such as the fire in
his forehand, the Kalakata poison in his neck, the river Gangas
on his matted locks and the crescent moon. The author has
referred to treaties on prosody, poetics, Kosas, Natyasastra
and the grammatical rules of Panini while composing the gloss.
The work of Kalidasa is mentioned as Khandakavya. He hopes
that will be spared of harsh criticism at the hands of critics with
bad taste. The original poet is also mentioned as
‘Kalidasamisra’ in the last line of the above passage.

According to Jagaddhara the massage poem consists
of 116 stanzas. After concluding his explanation of the last
verse, Jagaddhara supplies the following information relating
to his genealogy and scholarship. The name of the commentary

is given as Rasadipini.
FIAGTR TR el T ( ?) TR G eudhl FrageeINa: |

el el QoS oi-
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ﬁ'awﬁq'ﬂﬂﬁ} it fe = ST IR ||
REIPKSER CES NI EE RS e G |

A aY IRy SAEENT: ||

T T Qs A Hreiee e

T GATT sty ford TsHaeieq |
YISy TR e Sy fremerd-

AN Grsfu Hemf Terd foreme’ § o |

T HHY Y YGA: THY UfesH|

Qs STy Joirens o fomfHe o | |
TS HehlyehTeafae qedifvrT /e |
BRASAZI T AW AT f-

W ASTIGTR RIS RIS | |
AISAG g THere T oI foifyr-
AT g |
RN RIS RE CER ISR CATUNE
CERRITNIGREEARE ke ke teall

3fer g sTTgRferfarar TRt Sredtent T | JHE | R |

The genealogy is traced to a reputed line of scholars born in a
traditional erudite family. A great brahmin preceptor
Chandesvara was a forefather of the family whose knowledge
in Mimamsa was well known. Ramesa was a member of this
traditional Mimamsakas with a special interest in Tantra
literature. To him was born a son called Gadadhara who in
turn begot a son called Vidyadhara. Ratnadhara was the son
of Vidyadhara to whom was born Jagaddhara a scholar of rare
accomplishments. This boy endowed with many great qualities
was proficient in both the branches of Nyaya popularised by
Gautama and Vaisesika systems. He got special training in
lexicographical works as well as in classical poems. His
erudition in grammar popularised by Panini was great. He got
trained in prosody and poetics in addition to dramaturgy
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proclaimed by Bharata. Well-versed in Vedic and classical
texts, Jagaddhara was a poet of considerable merit. His
commentary on the Meghasandesa has all the qualities of the
maiden of accomplishments decorated well with embellishment.
He hopes that fortunate ones will be able to follow his
explanations of the poetry of Kalidasa. From the colophon it is
known that the author of the gloss has named it as
Rasadipinitippani.

AreAfaaTEd :

The following stanzas occurring at the beginning of his
commentary on the Malatimadhava (Edition of M.R Kale,
Bombay, 1928) that throws same additional information on his
personal details.

Cl%i“ll"ﬁq')q'ﬁﬂlbg@‘-ll HI%I\N‘idI‘-IC'NOII
THERUIG S [ HUHRT I IE AT : |
T et ereafereRT Mg gsa-
ArugaQEaed ayedgH Fa 112 1|
ool e [Ureaae Jiehi
forgfepreRagfaeTsafaam
BRAAGIH ot
FATSTEIHA it S 1R 1|

IEAEEACICIGERERIECN TS T
el FRTHAfATTY faa=rd 3

o geiaee WA =a-

R CEEEEIE R CRCATERT

The following stanzas occur in end of the acts.
TG & el Ul JUIeIeqT ST~ = |

ST Apaid Uiy TAISTHTET THLSITST | 1 HISG: 1|
3T I THISTaISTeIe] SHA TR = |

ST e TuSSISTHGAIEN THIRTEm: | 1RASE: ||
TG 3 TSR STt graf-<enify |

STTER A TUSISTHI AT ARSI | 135 1|
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3T 4 T feoTe feterehean enaf~eny |

ST Ahafc U SIS THeagl THRITam: | 1¥edisg: ||
Feile TSFHIgeh ST Il T |

TR g 39 dg AHRINa: ||

TG 4 Tergisfaveaisfavraedr sraf<eny |

STTEE ARSI SRR THISEH | |4 HISE: ||
o W I T Ufer: femer gHaf<Tentiy |

TG ThALTIUISE: TRISTHESHIENY: | 1I§%ISg: | |
TTETE 3 Tored festen festererman graf<ienify |

ST TR HUSSISTAIRIRI GRS | 9HISS: ||
o 1 3 TS {aAr= ArafarT= Heaf-<aemiy |
STEE AehaicTquisgT TASHIST THOIEY: | [CHISG: ||
g 4 Tergisfafaan forenfafaen srafaefy |

ST TRALHUSGISTATA TARIST: | IRHISE: ||
AR GG G hafdenl-
feemareTfaryfir o1y o & S aIRa |

1 gyfestifafdeegueg? : qfvegdl

A e Taa QATardreT: 112 11

Y T WISTHA G Fehtd
Qregease SHftf T gga|

o SR SOt A

NER GG CEI ER I CEINEEUIERT

foremeR aSiSHSy i

BR Sy ST Tevilaas |

KIS CRINSEER R BER e

o T ST T 113 1|

TS FHATNHTNI Neh Goe

TS HehlyehTeafae qedfvT /e |
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BRISAT o WA AT -
RS TG BTSSR | ¥ | |
3T 4 Terglisfaveaisfaverer gty |
TG ThATCHUISS: FHICHTIESMISTA: | 1Y |1 % oFIS: ||

4. Sankara Mishra: Rasamanjari tika

Sankara Mishra, the author of Rasamanjari tika of
Gitagovinda is quite significant. Sankara Mishra happened to
be the son of Dinesvara Mishra. He wrote this tika at the
instance of Sri Salinatha. Sri Vasudeva Shastri Pansikara has
very carefully edited this commentary which is published by
Nirnaya Sagar Press, Bombay, 1899. The commentary of it is
lucid and simple style with necessary entries. (New Catalogus
Catalogurum vol.vi.p.36). The commentary has word to word
explanation and neccessary description gramatical notes,
alamkara and chhandas. This commentary is mentioned by
Barbara Stoler Miller.

5. Laksmanasturi: Srutiranjani tika

Coming to the commentary the Srutiranjant k& of
Laksmanasiri we note in the first instance that it is a very
elaborate one and there are numerous manuscripts found in
the manuscript libraries, especially of South India.
Laksmanasuri 's aim is to explain the entire text in the light of
rhetoric, music and grammar. He also gives péthantaras
(variant readings) which procedure indicates his perusal of
the commentaries of his predecessors, then in vogue. In many
cases he explains the variants suitably fitting them in the
context. There are also few cases which were refuted by him
on the ground of poetic beauty. It is felt that in some cases the
readings he adopted are for the sake of music and metre.

Laksmidhara’s explanation of the poem differs from
others. For example the word padmavati in the compound
padméavati-carana-carana-cakravarti in the second verse is
explained different by Kumbha and Laksmanasari. While
Kumbha takes padmévati to mean the goddess Laksmi,
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Laksmanasdri explains this as the name of the wife of
Jayadeva, but not to Laksmi. Jivananda Vidyasagara
Bhattacarya interprets this in a different manner starting that
the word padmaévati is the name of the mother of Jayadeva
and the compound suggests his reverence towards his mother.
But Laksmanasuri explains this word as the name of the wife
of Jayadeva and says that Jayadeva was the director of the
dance performed by her in the presence of the god. In support
of his reading he quotes the eighth pada of the Astapadi: vadasi
yadi of the tenth canto.

Again in pada five of the first Astapadi of the first canto
the compound adbhutavamana is explained with reference to
Vamana incarnation of Visnu only by others. But Laksmanastri
explains this as the one who made insignificant the wonderful
demons. He gave this meaning to overcome the tautology that
might be caused by the presence of the word vamanar(pa in
the same context. In the tenth canto the sixth pada reads
sarasalasadalktakardgam. This is, as it is commented upon
by Kumbha and others. But Laksmanasiri reads this as
sarasalasadalaktakasardagam to avoid harshness and create
smoothness in the music. In the fourth canto, commenting on
the verse smaraturam he observes that there are two variant
readings for the word vajradhika as vajrad ati and vajrad api
and condemns vajrad api as it does not create charm. In the
Astapadi ratisukhasare in the fifth canto dealing with
dhruvapada he says that the line dhiresamire....vanamali
constitutes the dhruvapada. Here he dismisses the view of
those who say that the dhruvapada is upto cancala
karayugasali. He profusely quotes works on erotics and
grammar wherever required. The sentiments are explained in
full along with the figures of speech.

As observed already, many manuscripts of this work
are available. Itis not possible to compare all the manuscripts.
As such | have chosen a few written in different scripts and
collated the works on hand with them. The text of the present
work (Tirupati Edition) is based on the palm leaf manuscript in
Telugu script.
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6. Sukladhvaja: Saravati tika

Out of three commentaries of Gitagovinda of Assam,
Prince Sukladhvaja of the Koch Royal dynasty, viz, Saravati,
appears to be the most erudite and comprehensive. The
commentary is interesting because of the fact that it is written
by a victorious General and hero of many a battle. He flourished
in the Sixteenth Century and was the younger brother of the
erudite Koch King Naranarayana (1533-1586).
Sukladhvaja:

Sukladhvaja alias Chilaraya alias Samgrama Simha was
the third son of Visva Simha, the founder of the Koch Kingdom
of Assam and North Bengal. After the fall of the Khen dynasty
in 1498 as the result of seize of Kamatapur by Allauddin
Hussain Shah, the nawab of Gauda, the entire North Bengal
and the western Kamarupa (Assam) came under a short spell
of matsyanyana, taking advantage of which a number of
landholders (Bhuyans) established their power as local chiefs
is their respective localities. Towards the end of the first decade
of the sixteenth century, Visu, the son of Hariya Mandala, a
Bodo-Kachari leader, rose to power after subjugating the local
chiefs including the powerful Bhayans of Khantaghat, Bijni,
Karnapur, Pandu, Bausi, Baranagar, karaibari, Chaygaon,
Ranr, Luki, Athiabari and a few other local Land-holders. He
proclaimed himself the king of Cooch Behar and Kamarupa
having performed the coronation ceremony according to the
Hindu custom. He assumed the title Visva simha and
established his capital at Chikangram at first, but later on having
defected Nasiruddin Hussain Shah of Gouda, shifted his capital
to Kamatapur in Cooch Behar. He did not venture to attack the
Ahom Kingdom of eastern Assam, but rather considered it
desirable to conclude a friendship treaty with that power. He
died round about 1530 leaving eighteen sons by different wives.
According to Choudhary Amantulla and Darrang Rajavamsavali
of Sarya Khari he married eighteen girls, but according to the
two Manasa poets of the early part of the sixteenth century,
viz, Mankar and Durgavora, he had married fortyeight wives.
According to Darrang Rajavamsavali and Manasa-poets noted
above, visva Simha progeneted eighteen sons of whom
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Narasimha was the eldest, Malladeva alias Naranarayana the
second and Sukladhvaja was the third son of Visva Sinha. Of
the eightees sons, only four have left a stamp in the history of
Assam and Cooch Behar. They are Narasimha, Malladeva,
Sukladhvaja and Gosin Kamal according to seniority in age.
The Darrang Rajavamsavali narrates how Visva-Simha on the
eve of his death, selected the different sons for different royal
functions to be discharged on the basis of some kind of lottery
by which Malladeva would succeed him on the throne with
Sukladhvaja went to Banarasi for study under one
Brahmananda Acharya where they spent a few years learning
different branches of Sanskrit education. Visva Simha died
during their absence from the capital and Narasimha taking
advantage of their stay in Baranasi occupied the throne.
Hearing this news, both the brothers hastened to the capital
and collecting an army led as expedition against Narasimha
who sensing danger fled to Nepal and then to Bhutan where
he is said to have attained the status of Dharmar3ja.
Malladeva then ascended the throne assuming the name
Naranarayana and made his next brother Sukladhvaja the
commander-in-chief of the army. To celebrate his accession to
the throne he minted coins in his own name which came to be
known as Narayani tanka. They married the two daughter of
Pratapa Ray, a powerful landholder of pandu, a place near
present Guwahati. Sukladhvaja also married a niece of
Sukladhvaja, named Kamalapriya. She was the daughter of
Jagatananda alias Ramaraya who was an accomplished
person specifically praised as a rasika-sujana by the saint-
poet in his several devotional plays. It is stated in the medieval
religious biographies that on hearing a bargila sung by Kamala
composed by Sukladhvaja to the accompaniment of sarenda
Sukladhvaja become enamored and married her inspite of the
initial reluctance of her kith and kin. This marriage subsequently
served as a great boon to Sankara when he had in the great
danger of being arrested by the Katowals of Naranarayana at
the instigation of a section of interested Brahmins.

After assuming the kingship, around 1540,
Naranarayana decided to establish his supremacy in the north-
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eastern India. He, therefore, entrusted the victorious campaign
to his brother Sukladhvaja, the commander-in-chief of a newly
trained army. Being emboldened by the victory over Nariruddin
Hussain Shahof Gauda, the newly crowned king of Kamata
under the command of his heroie brother Sukladhvaja sent an
army against the formidable Ahom power in 1545, but being
defeated in several engagements the Koch army had to retreat
with a view to equipping the army for the subsequent military
engagements. For the swift and better movement of the army,
Naranarayana engaged his brother Gosain-Kamal to build a
high way on the north bank of the Brahmaputra from Cooch
Behar to Narayanpur in present easternmost district of
Lakhimpur. After the completion of the road, the Koch army
along with its naval wing marched against the Ahom Kingdom
and after a successful campaign occupied the Ahom capital
Gargaon and the Ahom king, fled and took refuge in Namrup
and finally contracted a successful treaty in favor of the Koch
power in 1562 A.D. Then Sukladhvaja made a surprise attack
on the Kacharies and occupied Maibong and compelled the
Kachari King to sue for peace. He acknowledged the suzerainty
of the Koch by agreeing to pay annual tribute. Sukladhvaja’s
victorious campaigns continued unabated till all the narth-
eastern states, viz, Manipur, Sreehatta, Tripura, Jayantika and
Khyram (Khasi State), were brought under the suzerainty of
the Kamata-Koch power. Because of the swift mobility of his
army and sudden and surprising attack, the people called him
Cilaray (the king kite). He has also been named Samarasimha
and sometimes Samgramasimha in some of the contemporary
kavyas. According to Darrang Rajavamsavali by Suryakhari
Daivajna, the title Sangrama Sinha was conferred on him by
his brother king Naranarayana alias Malladeva.

Visva Simha, the founder of the dynasty after his
ceremonial coronation, repaired the ruined Kamakhya temple
and made necessary arrangements for her regular worship.
But during Naranarayana’s temporary absence from the capital
the engagement of his main army in the north-eastern victorious
campaign, it is narrated in some royal chronicles, that
Kalapahar the iconoclast came to Assam and destroyed or
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damaged some of the temples and images fo Kamarupa
including the shrine of Kamarupa repaired by Visva simha.
Before Naranarayana could undertake reconstruction,
Sukladhvaja, being over-confident of his military power attacked
Bengal under the Nawab of Gauda, but he was defeated and
captured and raptured and kept confined in the prison.
However, he was released for curing the mother of the Nawab
from a severe snake-bite.

As promised on his return to the capital he prepared to

reconstruct the temple of kamakhya and entrusted the task to
an eminent architect Megha Mukdum. The temple was
reconstructed on the old edifice and ceremonially installed the
yani symbol of Devi making necessary provisions for the
maintenance of the temple and daily worship. Seven hundred
servitors and a large grant of lands were placed at the disposal
of the shrine. Later Ahom kings added more shrines dedicated
to different deities making it a large temple complex. Both the
brothers reconstructed a few other ruined temples of Kamarupa
and Cooch Beher providing necessary facilities for worship
and maintenance.
The Koch kingdom attained the pinnacle of glory during the
reign of Malladeva (1540-1586). The chief architect of this
glorious achievement was, no doubt, Sukladhvaja, the heroic
and accomplished brother and commander-in-chief of
naranarayana. Both of them were learned and patrons of art,
religion and learning. According to the Darrang Rajavamsavar,
Malladeva and Sukladhvaja were learned scholars in grammar
Puranas, vedic literature, smrti and mimamsa, science of
warfare, political science, astrology and logic. There may be a
bit exaggeration in the list, but it cannot be denied that learnt a
good deal while studying in Banaras.

Naranarayana relished that unless Sanskrit learning
confined to a limited few could be rendered to the
understandable language of the people for their edification;
the people would remain ignorant and would be subject to
exploitation of the interested parties. So , he directed his court
pandits having lycoficiency in different branches of Sanskrit
learning to translate into Assamese important works of different
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branches fo the ancient learning. The following orders were
issued to his court-scholars: ancient learning. The following
orders were issued to his court-scholars:
“Hark, O scholars, men of the kaliera will be shortlived and of
little intelligence. The ancient learning will gradually disappear.
Therefore, O, Purusottama Bhattacarya, write a simple and
short grammer in Sanskrit which will be known as Ratnamala.
This will be meant for teaching Sanskrit to women and non-
Brahmins. Afterwards, it will also be studied by the Brahmins.
Hark, Rama-saraswati, you are entrusted with the task of
rendering the Mahahharata to Assamese verses, The
Ramayana having seven cantos should also be rendered to
Assamese.

The eighteen Mahapuranas if rendered to Assamese
will immensely benefit the people to attain liberation, Listen,
oh Sankara, you please translate the twelve cantos of the
Bhagavata-purana and preach the religion of devotion as
embodied in the said purana. Sridhara and Vakula Kayastha,
you two undertake translation of Khandasadly, (Kamarupiys
Nibandhaniya Khandasadha) and Lilavati respectively so that
the Kayasthas could easily understand them.” (Darrang
Rajavamsavali, vv. 605-609).

That Naranarayana and his more accomplished brother
Sukladhvaja were great patrons of learning and arts are borne
out by many appreciative references by contemporary scholars
and poets to the patronage extended by them. Ramasarasvati,
the translator-in-chief of the Mahabharata, Sanskardeva and
Madhavadeva the two great Vaisnave poets and religious
reformers, the poest pitambara, known for his poetical
renderings of the 10" canto of the Bhagavata, Markandaeya
Candi, Nala — Damayanti episode and usaparinaya and a few
other minor poets of the sixteenth century have gratefully
acknowledged the patronage of Sukladhvaja, and his elder
brother Sankaradeva in his last devotional play, viz,
Ramavijaya, appreciates the help rendered by Sukladhvaja in
arranging the performance of the play in Cooch Behar just
before his departure from the mundane world. The lines of
appreciation are quoted below with the English translation.
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1) Heh TCH Hehfd THS |

AIgIereTeast Tufd FuH/
s forsTa 3t et A1

Tielg ATEg SPUSH o | |
2)  THUGRTe AYETes

NEIGEIRRCIE]

ST ST T S8 Fr

it et TERH | |
1) Sukladhvaja, the noble king is great appreciator of
Rama-bhakti. He arranged for and had the performance of
Rama-vijay nataka. Let the path to heaven remain open for
him.
2) Sukladhvaja, a great connoisseur of rasa is also a great
king. Being an appreciator of krsna-keli, let him be always
victorious.
Pitambara kavi who has identified by Khan-Choudhary,
Amanatulla the author of Koch-Beharer Itihasa, with the great
digest-writer on smrtis, viz pitambara sidhanta-vagisa,
composed a few works at the instance of Sukladhvaja who
has often been called heir-apparent juvargja in Rajavamsavali’s
pitambara refers to the patronage of the jubaraja in the following

words.
A HA GaITSTRT et AR
T TR 3T 37 TS &R AR |
TR 3Ty 31T fer #R A4
fosiy wafrag R fa=m 1|
AU TUS

(As the heir-apparent to the throne whose orders are
reverentially carried by other kings, requested me, so having
resolved my mind | have composed verses of Chandiin praise
of Bhavant.)

Ramasaravati, the well-known versa-translator of the
Mahabharata and the reciter (pathake) of scripture of
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Sukladhvaja in his Jayadeva Kavya clearly mentions the
commentary of Sukladhvaja in the following verse:

el el i 0 ST |
TN SRR 9ITad T | |
ofrorad fafre Jisae frf |
T TS AT faATad any |
ST e forfad AR

Q[RTESTUSTIE T AT I | |

(Formerly | composed beautiful verses of Udyoga parva

which leads one to the path of devotion. Then | composed
Bhismaparva and Bhisma’s fall in the battle. After that | wrote
Vanaparva containing ghosa-yatra. Finally | composed
Jayadeva-kédvya (Gitagovinda) on which king Sukladhvaja
wrote a Sanskrit commentary.)
It has already been mentioned that the brothers, Malladeva
and Sukladhvaja were constructors of several old damaged
temples including that of Kamakhya. They also made liberal
grant of land and workers for their maintenance. The following
inscription of the Kamakhya temple bears testimony of their
religious urge and propensity.

ARTIIRRRE: : HEUTAT gl (el |

HEE IR SE R ENI K RIER I (R
TS foar =R Fed Suead: |
FTATERTE ] faeTa=] AHeeaal-19: ||
ARG IR foe-

TRl AT |

YA TG Tei

T fHrEieR g SRsHie- Tl
IRl WSt eRefadl ietrerel Al | |
TGS YA Taeqyd Y RIeresial: |
ECIK LRI MR EGEIEENE S C RS Al
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The inscription contains two parts, In the first-part
Malladeva is praised and in the second part his brother
Sukladhvaja is eulogised for the construction of the main temple
of Kamakhya in the Sake year 1487 (1565 A.D.) The temple
contains two stone images of Malladeva and Sukladhvaja. The
English rendering of the above inscription by Edward Gait is
given below:

Glory to the king Malladeva who by virtue of his memory
is kind to the person, who in archery is like Arjuna and in charity
like Dadhict and Karna; he is like an ocean of all goodness
and versed in many sastras; his character is excellent; in beauty
he is as bright as Kandarpa; he is a worshiper of Kamakhya.

His younger brother Sukladhvaja built this temple of
bright stones on Nilachala for the worship of goddess Durga
in 1487 saka (1565 A.D.). His beloved brother Sukladhvaja
with universal fame, the crown of the greatest heros, who like
the favulous kalpataru gave all that was devoutly asked of him,
the chief of all devotees of the goddess, constructed this
beautiful temple with help of stones on the Nila hill in 1487
Saka.

Malladeva and Sukladhvaja were not only scholars in
the Sanskrit language; but also advocated the use of Sanskrit
by the officers with in the court. The Kathagurucarita and
Sankara-carita by Bhisana Dvija of the seventeenth century
have started that Malladeva and Sukladhvaja made a royal
proclamation that none must speak but Sanskrit within the
Court. Dvija Bhusana writes:

AR o el A T |
TH T T Tl F8d | |

(No body speaks in any other language but Sanskrit. Even
trivial matters are expressed in Sanskrit.) (P. 168)
Commentary on the Gitagovinda by Sukladhvaja

The Gitagovinda of Jayadeva of the twelfth century has
not only been famous for its melody and poetic excellence in
entire India but it has also attained celebrity among the western
oriental scholars. It has been commented upon by many
medieval scholars of different parts of India, in the History of
Sanskrit Literature Vol.l. By S.N. Dasgupta and S.K. Dey, the
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former has enumerated thirty commentaries and M.
Krishnamachariar in his History of Classical Sanskrit Literature
has recorded thirty two commentaries. The numbers of
commentaries so far recorded undoubtedly testify to the wide
popularity enjoyed by Gitagovinda during the last eight hundred
years. At least two or three commentaries were written by
Kamrupi scholrs. The most erudite commentary was written
by Prince Sukladhvaja popularly known as Silaraya. The name
of the commentary is Saravati which has been named in the
colophon at the end of every svarga. In the manuscript procured
by this writer, the name of the commentary is wrongly written
as Sarasvati, although the same manuscript has called it
Saravati in some other places. The other two manuscripts retain
the same name. Under the circumstances we have preferred
to retain the name Saravti.

The Scholar cum hero of many a battle, Sukladhvaja,
like Rana Kumbha of Mewar, has left an uneraguble foot-print
as a victorious general, a scholar and a patron of art and
culture. He lived nearly sixty years (1560-1570) and died before
his elder brother king Malladeva alias Naranarayana. The
commentary has uniformly uses the honorific titte maharaja.
This indicates that it was written during the year when
Naranarayana abdicated the throne for one year according to
some account and passed the period incognito owing to an
astrological forecast. During this period Sukladhvaja
discharged the duties of the King. This account however, is
neither corroborated by Darrang Rajvamsavali nor accepted
by Khan Choudhury Amanatulla, the historian of Cooch Behar.
The probable reason of designations like Bhunala Maharaja
etc. applied to Sukladhvaja is that he was the real power behind
the throne and he was formally installed as the juva-maha raja
according to the Darrang-Rajavamsavali. The commentary was
written probably between1565-70. When Sukladhvaja gave up
his victorious campaign and completed the repair and
reconstruction of ruined temples of western Assam. That
Sukladhvaja himself wrote this commentary and not by any
other court-pandit could be evidenced from the statement of
Ramasaravati in his Assamese rendering of the Gitagovinda,
which runs as follows;
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AR T AT0rTE |
TRRIST Yateds AR g9 7 1|
e dYehleh ST garsi |
3 37 Fraran FHfear AR F ||

(Consult, O learned one, the commentary of maharaja
Sukladhvaja of unrivalled fame, the beloved brother of king
Naranarayana. Having consulted the above commentary if you
cannot follow my version, then, blames me.)

From the above statement it appears that Ramasaravat,
the court poet of Naranarayana must have consulted the
commentary of Sukladhvaja before he composed the Jayadeva-
kavya. The influence of the commentary on the Assamese
kavya is clearly noticed in certain places. Another indirect proof
is furnished by the gloss on the Gitagovinda by Ratnakara
Kandali, who expressed his gratitude to Sukladhvaja for
encouraging him to copy clearly Jayadeva’s work adding his
own gloss on the Saradipika of Jagaddhara. The following lines
quoted from kandali’'s work will help us in drawing the above
inference.

Opening lines:

RIS Y[uTeta=dT forafa ¥ |
B erSH SR e | |
P STg | SR |
ARG SaeaTvg:

fory ferTeterTig : aerTg STgg |
eI A (o) TP |

Concluing lines:

3T IR eI T oS

T I AT et ||

Frrefors Fiferer: e HrEa-fufy: |
P ORI TR o JRraT STaf=< ||

From the above lines it is clear that Ratnakara Kandali
not only legibly copied the worn-out commentary of Jagaddhara
but also added a gloss for the benefit of the readers at the
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behest of Sukladhvaja. The words likhoti sphuthm, other-wise
carry no meaning when we read it together with the succeeding
lines where the authorship has been clearly ascribed to
Jagaddhara

T e o afe &aT |

Tremfaradicna™ fohard SSTgL: | |

The influence of Saradipika on the work of Sukladhvaja
is considerable and Jagaddara’s views have been cited at
several places of Saravati supporting or opposing his views.
Another frequently quoted commentary is that of Bhagiratha.
The commentary of Rana Kumbha, viz., Rasikapriya has also
been occasionally mentioned with relevant quotation.
The commentator’s range of study appears to be extensive as
evidenced from various categories of works mentioned or cited
in support of his views and comments. The important works
frequently mentioned or cited belonging to different categories
of literature are noted below:

a) Lexicons or word books: 311413%15[, dgHY, Y114, fay, %lTUﬁ,

AR, FRTEA, TH-HY

"b) I AT - A, YER- T, Ja-Ted, HYT-Her, Jrred-

T, e

c) Poetics: TR, Jaerdl, HTed-Tah3l, Hifecd-gqur, JRad!-
DISHIT

d) Erotics: SMHITE, ST, YRA (TERNH), Wgeh-doid, TR-
ga%@ and a few others.

e) Philosophical works: =Egg=cl

f) Commentaries: ¥RffUhI, Taqisd, commentaries of HHRY
and TG+ (&enftmr).

The commentaries as well as works on poetics and
erotics noted above have given definitions and illustrations of
different types of ndyakas and nayikas and their moods,
attitudes, feelings at different erotics stages of the mind. There
are a number of verse quoted dealing with topics which should
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really come under Kamasastra, but many of these verses are
ascribed to Bharata, Vatsyayana is also occasionally quoted.
Verses dealing with topics like sexual union, orgasm
(Cyutilaksana); methods of copulation, krauncabandha,
laksana, purusayita srngéra etc., have been quoted at different
places of the work and they are ascribed to Bharata,
Ratirahasya and sometimes to other koka-eastras. Another
work frequently quoted to illustrate mental or emotional moods
of lovers is Bhavalata.

The commentary frequently refers to two older
commentaries on Gitagovinda; one is, as has been already
referred to, the Saradipika by Jagaddhara, the well-known
commentator of Malati-Madhava, Venisamhara and
Svapnavasavadatta. The other is by Bhagiratha, probably the
famous commentator of Kavyadarea, Naisadha, Sisupalvadha
and Megdhuta. Bhagiratha as a commentator of Gitagovinda
is little known and amongst the thirty an odd commentators so
far known his name is not mentioned by Krsnamachari in his
history of Sanskrit literature. From his commentary on
Kiratarjuniyam we learn that he belonged to the pitamundiya
family and hence references in Saravati to pitamundiya in
several places actually mean the commentary of Bhagiratha
on Gitagovinda. It is not that he has always supported the
views of the commentators, sometimes, he differs from them
and gives his own interpretations. On the whole, Saravati
reverals Sukladhvaja’s scholarship, sense of literary
appereciation and aesthetic mind behind the manble of a peroic
facade. The work will certainly throw new light on an aspect of
his personality which has been lying hidden so long to the
students of history. The serial number or order of verses in the
lyrics commented by Sukladhvaja though generally tally with
versions prevalent in other region of India, however, differ in
certain instances. A few verses found in others are not found
in the version prevalent in Assam and Sukladhvaja has also
avoided them. For instance, the following verse found in the
Bengal version is not found in any of the three manuscripts
containing the commentary of Sukladhvaja.

Tred} qredien for=dr 7 Wafd Yo e hea
T SeIf= o YT gauiy &R T |
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Hiehre, Shve, Shl=Te & | Tl Tea F=adf Fleig,

IEYERYR YAHE STASa Jeredard: 118 3/ 3%
(Bengal vs)

7-8-9 Sanjivani, Padadyotanika and Jayanti:

The text of the main works as well as of the
commentaries is based on a number of manuscripts. Some
manuscript is in the possession of the Osmania University
Library and others obtained by the Academy from various
sources. In all twelve manuscripts have been collated for
publishing the work of three commentaries of Sanjibani,
Padadyotanika, Jayanti.

The first of these commentaries, the Sanjivani, was
written by Banamalibhatta, son of Sivadasa pandita and is
designated by the author as Banamali Sanjivani. Two mss of
this commentary are preserved in the Osmania University
library. Both of them are full of mistakes, but since the textual
interpretations given in the commentary are of considerable
importance, it was decided to publish it. Fortunately
manuscripts of the commentary are available in many Indian
as well as foreign Libraries. A copy of the manuscripts of the
commentary was obtained from the Government of Madras
Oriental Library Baroda and Bhandarkar Oriental Research
Institute, Poona. These five manuscripts supplied many correct
readings and missing links and removed obscurity of many
passages.

A photocopy of the first two and last two pages of
manuscript of the commentary was obtained from the Harvard
University Library, Cambridge, to find if it could shed any light
on the author and his commentary, but it did not contain any
additional information.

The special feature of the Sanjivani lies in its novel
interpretations of the text from the angle of sexual love and
pleasure. It gives a number of quotations from works on erotics
in support of its explanations.

None of the manuscripts give any information about the
author and his date. However, the manuscript of the Osmania
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University Library is dated 5-7-1804"' and the manuscript of
the central Library, Baroda marked 7 mentions its date as 8-8-
18022. The manuscripts also mention that the author wrote the
commentary in Varanasi.

The author of the second commentary padadyotanika
is one Narayana Pandita. Again, no information is available
about the author and his date. Amanuscript of the commentary
which is in the Osmania University Library is dated 1-1-17683,
which shows that the manuscript is two hundred years old.
Besides this manuscript one manuscript of the commentary
was obtained from B.O.R.l Poona and copies of two
manuscripts were obtained from the Saraswathi Mahal Library,
Tanjore. The O.U manuscript gives at the end a bunch of five
verses collected from the text along with its commentary and
calls it Pancha Ratna Stavaka which is printed here under
Appendix 1.

For editing the text of the third commentary, Jayanti,

The editors had to depend on the only manuscript available
with the O.U.Library. A verse at the end of the work states that
the author of the commentary was one Krishna son of Ammanna
who was a physician. The commentary discusses the figures
of speech found in the text.
The list of the manuscripts made use of is given on a separate
page along with their indicative letters. The editors hope that
the copious footnotes and the index of verses in the text will
make the work commendable to the readers.

10.Dhananjaya-Dharanideva; Sarvangasundari
(Ndtana)tika

Dharanideva is a synonym of the word Brghmana.
Dhananjaya was in the court of Mukundadeva. The
nomenclature of Navinasarvangasundari creates confusion. It
is based on the famous commentary of Dhananjaya-
Dharanideva. It is not mere imitation or simplification of the
sarvangasundari. It represents a tradition of tika on tika.
Generally it is found that a tika is written on another tika which
is accepted as authentic in grammar. Philosophy and poetics
of tradition of tika has been followed. The Mahabhasya of
Patanjali, Dhvanyaloka, Kavyaprakasa and
Nyayasiddhantamuktavali have preserved such arich tradition.
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Gitagovinda has the distinction as it has many commentaries
identified as Sarvangasundari. The Sarvagasundari makes
notable points with elaboration and substantiates the inquisition
with appropriate solution. He has thorough grasp over grammar,
poetics, erotics and literary criticism. He has gone through the
books on lexions and anthology. He is a scholar of rare quality.
Most of the scholars have ignored it and simply by taking to be
the shadow of the Sarvangasundari. So far as the commentary
is concerned It has rather overshadowed the Sarvangasundari
in many respects. The scholars many take up such a
comparative study as a project in appropriate commentary is
concerned it has rather overshadowed the Sarvangasundari
in many respects.

11.Chaitanyadasa/Pujari Gosvamin: Balabohini-tika

The Balabodhiniof Chaitanyadasa, also known as Pujari
Gosvamin, who was a Bengali Vaishnava scholar living in
Vrndavana in the latter half of the sixteenth and early
seventeenth centuries. Barbara Stoler Miller says, “He also
wrote the Subhodini on Krsnakarnamrta. Chaitanyadasa'’s
Sanskrit comentary follows the text of Kumbha, but the
emphasis of the comentary is on the interpretation of the erotic
relationship of SriRadha and SriKrishna as an allegory of the
spiritual relationship between the human soul and the loving
god SriKrishna. It places the Gitagovinda within the Vaishnava
tradition of the Bhagavata Purana, but it recognizes SriRadha
as Krishna’s consort, called Devi and Krsnamayi. The
importance of SriRadha’s friend in terms of the concept of
sakhibhava is evident throughout the commentary; e.g., the
speech of the opening verse is attributed to the sakhr.
12. Laksmana: Rasikarangadatika

There are eight palmleaf manuscripts of Rasikarangada
tika by Laksmana Bhatta in the manuscripts library of the Orissa
State Museum, Bhubaneswar. Pandita Laksmana Bhatta a
resident of Purusottama ksetra of Puri, wrote this commentary
on Gitagovinda, the manuscripts of which are available in
different parts of Orissa due to its popularity among the Pandits.
He has started his Rasikarangada tika by invoking the
blessings of Radha-Madhava, Jagannatha, and Mahaprabhu
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Srichaitnya. He was some how connected with the ‘seva’ of
god Jagannatha. This tika was completed of Kendu and vilva
as has been discussed earlier.

Besides the commentaries of Odisha discussed above
there are other twenty-four commentaries on Gitagovinda
written in different parts of India. They are noted here by name
in chronological order for reference of the scholars.

(i) Saradipika by Jagaddhara (c. 1310-A.D.) of Mithila

(ii) Tippanika by Mananka (c. 1431-A.D.)

(i)  Sarvangasundart by Brhaspati Misra (c. 1431-A.D.) of
Bengal

(iv)  Sandarbhadipika by Dhrtidasa (Kara) (c. 1450-A.D) of
Bengal

(v) Rasikapriya by Rana Kumbha (c. 1460-A.D.) of Mewar,
(vi)  Rasamanjart by Samkara Misra (c. 1560-A.D.) of Mithila,
(vii)  Srutiranjant by Tirumalla Ray (c. 1565-A.D.) of Andhra,
(viii) Sanjivani by Banamali Bhatta (c.1575-A.D.) of Kashi,
(
(

ix)  Sahityaratnamala by Sesa Kamalakara (c. 1579-A.D)
X) Balabodhint by SriChaitanya Dasa (c. 1600-A.D.) of
Bengal

(xi) Padadyotanika by Narayan Pandit (c. 1600-A.D) of
Keral,

(xii) Ganga

(xiii) Sasilekha by Krsna Datta (c. 1610-A.D) of Mithila,
(xiv) Rasakadambakallolini by Bhagavata Dasa (c. 1628-
A.D.) of Vrndavan,

(xv) Rasatarangini by Narayana Bhatta (c. 1660-A.D) of
Vrndavan,

(xvi) Sarvarthabodhini by Gopala (c. 1664-A.D),

(xvii) Anupodaya by Anupa Singh (c. 1664-A.D.) of Rajastan,
(xviii) Artharatnavalt by Gopala Chakravarti (c. 1677-A.D.),
(xix) Padabhavarthachandrika by Srikanta Misra (c. 1700-
A.D),

(xx) Madhurt by Ranganatha Arade (c. 1725-A.D) of
Maharastra,

(xxi) Sarvangasundart by Narayana Sharma (c. 1728-A.D),
(xxii) Tippani by Chidananda Bhiksu,
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(xxiii) Madhurt by Ramatarka Chudamant of Bengal
(xxiv) Gritagovindaprabodha by Ramakanta of Dacca.

Moreover the names of some other commentaries, viz
Vachanamalika, Artharantavali by Chaitanya Dasa,
Sanandagovinda by Rudradeva, Gitagovindavivrti by Vithal
Diksita, Srutiranjani by Visvesvara Bhatta and Tilakottama by
Hr dayabharana are also known.

13. Prafulla Mishra: Swarnalata tippani

Prafulla Kumar Mishra, (born in 1954 Puri) a scholar, a
prolific writer in Sanskrit, he has written kavya (twenty), nataka,
translations, short stories and novels. Mishra also writes in
English, Odia and sometimes in Hindi (All about fourty in
numbers). He brings a new taste to Sanskrit literature that make
him prominent in the world of literture. As a scholar in Sanskrit
Poetics he brings a new method of creative criticism, and was
done scientific study in Yoga, Vedic studies and SriAurobindo
Studies. Besides his English, Odia and Hindi writings. He has
more than twenty collection of poems and novels in Sanskrit.
He has guided thirty two Ph.D students of Yoga (8), Sanskrit
(22) Odia (2). One musicology (1) and one culture study (1).
As an academic administrator he was the Chairman
P.G.Council, Utkal University, director of National Mission for
Manuscript, Govt. India and V.C of NOU. At present he is
Hon’ble Chancellor of DRP central Agricultural University, Bihar
and the Vice-chairman of Maharsi Sandipani Rastriya
Vedavidya Pratisthan, Ujjain.
List of Sanskrit books:
i) 1995 - Chitrakurangi, Delhi
(ii) 1998 - Tava Nilaye, Bhubaneswar
iii) 1999 - Brahmanabhibh, Bhubaneswar
iv) 2001 - Konarke, Bhubaneswar
v) 2005 - Chitrangada, Bhubaneswar
vi) 2005 - Rtayani and Kavitabhuvanesvari
vii) 2006 - Kavya vaitarani
viii) 2009 - Chatvari Srnga, New Delhi
ix) 2010 - Manojangame, Puri
X) 2011 - Godhulih, Bhubaneswar
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(xi) 2014 - Patrapriya, Bhubaneswar

(xii) 2016 - Chaitrarajani, Mumbai

(xiii) 2016 - Dharmapadiyam, Bhubaneswar
(xiv) 2021 - Brahmanilaye, Bhubaneswar
(
(
(

xv) 2022 - Kasmirollasa, Bhubaneswar
xvi) 2022 - Paribrajaka, New Delhi
xvii) 2022 - Muktakamalini, Bhubaneswar

14. Srikanta Mishra: Padabhavartha Chandrika

Padabhavartha Chandrika of Srikanta Mishra is another
important commentary Mithila School of literary criticism. There
is a lot of reference of Rasamanjari and of similarity between
both Wilkinson holds that, “As regards the commentary itself,
it is practically identical with Sankar Mishra as Rasamanjari,
the difference between two MSS. in the library of the India
office by J. Eggling. (Part vii, P-3870) It is quite obvious that
the Ranganath (18" century AD) while writing Sri Jayadeva o
Gitagovinda writes a sloka —

e TLET faerey S
ey -JEgR-aeuir: ||
Kedarnath Mahapatra accepts him as a poet of 17"
Century.
Kedarnath quotes a sloka from Padabhartha Chandrika of
which the two incomplete MSS were kept in Asiatic society,
Kolkata. The Mangala Charan of this tika is as follows —

i O TH:
T Yl €9 HO FHATaHIfad: |
FACSTTEET HEvamHIst gal: | |
The manuscript was procured from Raghava dasa Matha
of Puri. But the said tika is published by Chinmaya Prakashan,
Prayagraj. This book is edited by Sri Chinmaya Kumar Hota
(364 Daragang, Prayagraj—211006) in 1997D. The text has a
lot of variant readings. The quality of the tika is not inferior
than any famous commentators. The grammatical discussion
and references of different texts are profusely used.
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But how is it, in the spring season Srikrishna is lost
somewhere in pang of love —lust search in the forest? How
was it possible? When the introduction is started with a canvas
of cloud-darkness in thick new tamala forest, the sylvan black
cloud, then how is it that on the way the season happens to be
changed to spring and the spirit is enchant of erotic sentiment.
It means the occasion of mangalacharana sloka is not in
combination and the lapse of time led wise to the advent of
spring season. Accordingly flowers blossom like a5, fhg]e,
TG, THIA, HIRGGH, T1acd, hcleh, ATeiferenl, Taiferent, S, Stfgeretdr,
94, etc.( kimsuka-flame tree, keshrakusuma,- saffron flower,
ketakadanturita —cactus —spikes, navamalikajati- twirning
creepers) are blossomed So how these delicate flowers
became the arrows. These flowers are all spring flowers and
especially the sd, flower blossoms on the sea-shore near by
places. Jayadeva might be staying at Puri near Gundichaghara
at Dasavatara matha: This place was thickly surrounded by
ohaeh/fweT plants which was seen during last two decades of
twentieth century. As a native of this area | had to cut many
such plants to avoid snakes abode. It is no doubt that Madhava
of Niali and Kenduvilva are on the bank of Prachi river which
is ever full of kia / ketaka plants even today; because these
plants though cactus like are used to fence the orchard in order
to protect from the cattle and other trespassers. The fragrance
of ketaka is quite erotic. The fruits and flowers are offered and
decorated the path during the I<T3amT of Sridagannatha at Puri.
Again the wild malli creeper beautifully depicted became
exhilarate or catalyst to make sringara rise at it's apposé. This
flower is quite naturally a local creeper which blossoms in
spring. The aroma of love is prepared by nature. The
environment of sringara in builds up by the flower of spring
season. So the flowers are enchanted with these humming
bees and cuckoo birds and the gentle breeze of Malaya
Mountain intoxicates the passionate lovers and they became
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impatient to be united with fiancée on the way. In the verse
nine of canto one could attract the rhetoricians like Visvanatha
(Sahityadarpana) to take as an example of erotic sentiment.
Ketaki flower is a saw-like at the same time spears to
cut and pierce. The flora and fauna depicted in the songs are
very common with Kenduvilva and Puri like coastal area.
The paleo-alluvie soil with costral climate is conjenial
for the above flowers. So also fruits like coconut, Palm-fruit,
mango etc. mentioned in Gitagovinda is common plants of the

area.

Flowers (The reference of Flora and Fauna in Gitagovinda)

R.  THIgH — Symbolizes darkness similar to SriKrishna.
This tree bestows thick dark shade that becomes useful for
secret lover play.

3/R.74§ - a clove like flowerbud — vine of clove

3/ . HY®d — an intoxicating flower

3/ . 9%l — mimosa - long lasting fagrance

3/3. [Y& — Flame - tree petals - like fire flame

3/% . YR — Saffron flower - Similar as above

3/%. Ffaq@ — Trumpet flower

3/4. %ad — ketak thorns - Its throns cuts the heat of lovers
in separation. Fragrance creates passionate aroma.

3/ &. "¥dl — twinning creeper

3/ & . TaHIfeTenT — Fresh garlands

3/\9. JAfdYeIeTdl — rising vines

3/9. gd — mango-flower - Fragrance provoke cuckoos to
sing that creats erotic atmosphere.

¢. ¥ (AdmMeet) — creeper malli

. Hhdd - ketaki

R 0. ¥d— mango-flower

2 %. $<Ia — water lily/lotus
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&/ 3. {H9e™ — tender ferns
&/Y4. YA - flower
&/\9. S - lotus
\9/ 3. TNUTHT — red lotus
¢ R . @l — lotus stalks garlands - cools the body
R R. $dcTd — blue lily petals - cools the body
R 0. gd — mango flower

¢/ 3. Afaige — lotus petal

¢/ 3. PYAERTE — lovers arrow (5 flowers)
¢/ 3. PYASEAIH — flower bed

¢/ Y4 . ATYTH — mango-blossoms
R/ . TFHf - lotus
R/ Y. {91 — tender shoots
¢. HHAMIM — lotus pools
2%/ 3. 99— leaf
R /. s — Creeper grove - for secret love play
2 2/ &. fhe1eTd - vine
UgSt: - lotus
¢ R/ 3. [9H{HITITTT — lotus shoots - to cool the body
2 3/&. QYH - flower
%%/ % MfATHYH — triangle of flower
¥3. HUHS - lotus face
4/ R. PedhdhgH — Amaranth blossom
Q 4/ . Afeigel — lotus petal
4/ &. SUIHITT — tender shoots
R &/ . A FHATITI — eyes flirt like blue lilies
¢ &/ ¢ . foR9TeTa™TE=A — tender shoot bed
L&/ R. TUEST— lotus
R &/¥. ¥cisiciee — hibiscus blossoms
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¥&. PAAIGR — eyes of water lily
¥\9. T — five arrows of flowers of cupid

29/ ¢ . GLUIEEA — lotus eyed

R \9/¥. = UhHGT — lotus petal feet

R ¢/ Y. FSTeHfaHIgel — moist of lotus

R R/ R . HEHHTHY — wine in lotus mouth

2 R/%. AN — dark lotus, scarlet lilies

2 R/ & . RIAHHTSH — hibiscus-blossom

2R/ &. UgUgSl — feet lotus

2R/ &. ¥ARHA - hibiscus-blossom

2 R/\9. UqUerid — feet petals

4W&. SFYHd: - crimson autumn blossoms

W&, el — blue lily

R 0/ ITATABITAATHL — tendril petal quiver
fUST=s1aal — tamala flower clusters - creates good
shade for the grove

§o. TSIE™ — dark lotus wreaths

2/ R. SWNHEATIATER — bed of red petals of Ashoka - that
arises the love excitement

R %/ 3. FYATIRIIAYAEIE — retreat heap of flowers

%/ 3. PYAYFHRSR — flower like delicate body
R R/ 3. FieHfeHHe — dark lotus

R R/¥. dgIhHA — lotus faced

R R/ 4. YT — petalled lip

R 3/ &. FYHRINH — flower tangled on bed buds

&9, %ﬁaﬂwﬁr— tender shoots - used in bed in creeper
grove

R 3/ 2. UqUcId — leaves lotus footprints

R 3/ 2. fFE@EIEaa — tender shoot being bed




Flora and Fauna in Gitagovinda

57

%/%. fSTa@He — surpass lotus
¥/ 4. hHAMA — lotus like face

¥/ &. YA — flowers

Trees

¥/ R . 9< - sandal

¥/4.9gd - cane

R.  #1@USH - sandal
{HTel: - mango
fIeh: - cuckoo

&/ 4 . PR - cuckoo

Y. hIHT — forest

R &. 3TVNhcriael —Ashoka

394 - garden
{&. T - bud
2&. ¥d - mango
2\9. P - grove

\9/. a - forest
9/ ¢ . fg — kendu fruits

faed — vilva fruit
2. fo —image
:R. fam - image

RY¥. Wﬁﬁ — resort of cane - creates natural creeper

grove (thicket)
¢/ % . I<1— sandal wood
Y. fafd — become forest
RY. HIAT - garland
R¢. I<d — sandal wood
RR. WHIRMEl — branch of mango tree
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Q. YfS@nm — tip of flower

R o/ 2. PYAM®H — flowers

R 0/%. faftffaa — canopy of flowers

3. SHAH - nectar

% /%. P — thickets

IR, 3T — thickets

3§. TANE- creepers grove

3¢. Wi- leaves

R 3/%. IH - forests

¥R. dFAAdiPSt — thicket of cane/canebeake
Y — wild cane

¥%. A= — near forest

2 4/ %. fSTafag@e®a — Iotus petal

4/ 4. ARUEH — canopy

R4/ &. fIadR — in the tree

¥Y. IATd — wine of sandal wood

R 9/ ¥. HadAgH - wine of sandal wood

R ¢/ R. TIABAEUTE - leave like tala/palm fruits with rasa for
love play

4g. #REUe - sandal wood - besmeared on the breast for
coolness

LW¥. TFd - five arrows of flowers of Cupid

Uy. qgwfé(— lotus ashoka, mango, new jasmine

W&. JWTgY: - blue lily five arrows

Y. faydr™ gegaH — two things of platinum tree

4. PIRTAT— bed of thickets

R 0/ % . AFAIGFAHMIT — beautiful cane groves

R0o/3. PYHIRWHME — bow and arrow of flower
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R o/ . AdIHMGTIH — creepers
go. dIfY=aT=aEci - cane
§2. UduHTCIGHIATH — blue like tamala leaf
RY/R. ng@aqm%& - the beautiful thicket is good for the
love play
R 3/ . fheTerd o -
¥/ Q. T IR tor -

Animals
3/ Sifehe - cuckoo - songs arouses passion
3/ %. 3feT - bees - songs arouses passion
TS (FEL) — deer musk - songs arouses passion
R. @il (TfIUM) — cacophony - songs arouses passion
% 3. HYId — bees - songs arouses passion
R&. 9§l —bees
9/3. YA — bees
Ro. Tﬁ - deer - eyes arouses passion
¢/ 4. PIGHS - musk
4. 2ROl - deer - eyes arouses passion
RE&. SgAfasnIfSdd — play of tigers
R 0/ 3. AYUHYR — bees

2 %/ 4.9l - crane

3. HWEl — eyes like deer the similarity with beloved eyes
R ¥/ { . JHEf et — musk

L4/ ¥. AYHT - bee

R ]/ Q. AR — night bird

R R/ . HIHE — lark bird

W¢.  MER — eyes like deer

R o/ R. U faehH — swans song
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R0/ 3. 9YY faUaH — humming bees
R0/ 3. fusht — bees

R 0/%. T - thigh like elephant

&%. Wﬁlﬁjﬂ— body like the white kasmir- camphor

R /% . FYHfEd Y IgadicTalld — humming bees

R %/ & . AYTIUsh{nt — melodious song of a cuckoo bird
& &. HIS — looks like a deer

3. fUded — singing like produced by a cuckoo
R 3/ &. fusEatasdal — pathetic sound of a cuckoo

R¥/ L. JHIUAS — musk petals
R¥/ R. AfAHATETH — humming bees

R¥/ 3. TP - eyes like deer

R¥/¥. JHS — musk - the saint creates exitement for love
play.

¥/ Y . FHSHE AT — mixed with musk

¥/ & . firafis firguessmR — peacock’s sound

The relation of Radha Krishna: It is curious to mark that poet
Jayadeva, the narrator of this love play, keeps all other
characters as anonymous excepting Sri Radha and Sri Krishna.
They are all used in common nouns like 1frc?rs, g?i’r, gfid etc. The
initiator of the love play, Nanda who directed Radha to lead
Krishna finds mention.But quite objectively he seems very keen
to mention the name of his wife Wﬁ?ﬁ, father "flﬁi‘or, his close
friend TRIRTX, THTGfa/ {THTCE/ SIS/ THTSa! as the mother.

Through paramount relation of individual — universal soul,
SriRadha-Krishna and Arjuna — Sri Krishna sets, the description
is visualized yet the description of sakhi brings them down the
earth. They may be treated as mere hero and heroine without
any other postulation of divinity in the theory of literature
(STTGIRMEH). Jayadeva oscillated from bhakti to sringara and
rarely settles on one point. From beginning to end in many
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places he is dragged to sringara in many places [4/8]. The use
of sringara, rati may also create TH¥] TUGAT=A] ;|

Sri Radha again marked from a distance that Sri Krishna
is surrounded by many damsels and enjoys their company. So
this type of sight is vividly described by Sri Radha before her
friend. The name of the Sakhi is insignificant for Jayadeva
though herrole is to mediate successfully and create occasions
for their union. This is quite injustice of Jayadeva for keeping
sakhi anonymous. Even if many times Sri Krshna frustrates
Sri Radha by wondering in the forest. The description of Sri
Krshna by SriRadha is quite interesting. She says, “chandana
charchita” etc. (song-4), besmeared with sandal wood paste,
decorated with a garland dropping up to the knee (GHIT-
ST HTeT ATl Hehifcie) setting for love sports-creeper-
grove with ear rings of jewels (mani) and by smile his chicks
are expanded. Hari enjoys mugdhanayika in love sports. All of
them the hero Sri Krishna and the following gopis, have adored
themselves with cosmetics. The love sport and seduction of
the Gopies are described in detail. The ¥ JgR in polygymy
and polyandry Sri Krishna is quite in picturesque manner.

The Gopis are JT (FRRE Jrayfe i qrayiiys
|.4/3) nayika for the purpose of love. But whether the word H%41
is connotative or idiomatic? The internal evidence of the verse
presupposes that the damsel is clasping Hari with her well
blossomed bosoms. It is opposite of ™I character because
T T AT Tt o g5 1|

Here the GM9aRR becomes a X, means, the breast is
excessively grown which becomes a burden on the frail body.
In this love sport all ladies take active part and Sri Krshna just
passively responds to Gopis.
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Sri Krshna is named as dMIE §HIEL: in first canto but
verse no. eleven of the same canto Sri Krsna is described as

e | g4 is the masculine form of THMIfEI. In this context
canto 3 termed as H™¥HYYST: is probably loosely used. The
environment of Vrindavana is spring. As a result of which the
sport of spring is pleasant for both Sri Krsna and the gopis. In
this context the epithet of Sri Krisha is an embodiment of erotic

pleasure. FET: §Ra G the use of word FgR in TIGAAARN:

The third song (of canto I) where sakhi describes the love
sports of Sri Krishna with other gopies, which quite naturally
upsets SriRadha. The third songs is a description of the
environment of spring provoking for love sport yet the fourth
song speaks the details of their love acts. In the TT¥RY 40 or
love equally with each one Sri Radha, a becomes envious
Jayadeva described her as T, which means frustrated in the
pang of love. Therefore she talked to her in confidence. The
word ¥R by the narrator does not make Sri Krsna is less
involved with Sri Radha. Yet Sri Radha thinks herself as

extraordinary among gopis. But the word g9f prompted her to

confidentially speak to @ in deep remorse of being dejected.
This enjoyment of Krshna with other ladies in rasa is as if
teasing to Sri Radha.

Sri Radha told her sakhi to rush in to Kunja grove where
Sri Krishna lives and bring him back to make him engrossed
love sports with her. THT #31 98 She expects that her sakhis
would bring back him to make love. In expression of love sports
there is no repetition of acts. The details are described thereof
in the third prabandha of this text. However the description of
spring and the love-sports thereof created in the backdrop of
Yamuna river bank with the bank- forest of Vrndavana. The
forest is endowed with natural creeper groves and the floral
flavour to make an aroma of erotic provocation and aesthetic
pleasure.

The cosmetics and the anointment of beauty of Sri
Krshna is quite curious. While squeezing the rounded breast
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exhibit exhorts the door of heart never opens as of €, when
he wonders with others without Sri Radha. It is intolerable to
her. But again she pines to be united with Sri Krshna. It
recapitulates the memory of love sports. She urges Sri Krshna
to be united in love play with her. Remembering her days of
first love, she narrates how Sri Krshna plays with her; the

dresses were taken down, this is similar to TSI fqaARIRS
FT TR T FerE e 9 faARigen o qUSTY T saferd |1
1| | Again she slept on the leaf bed of creepers grove. Sri
Radha became violent to Sri Krshna as he roams with others
without her. So she wishes to be with Sri Krshna as the

presence of Sri Krshna to her is very much in her heart and
also everywhere.

The description of ¥4I JgK in the creepers grove is
step by step. He loosened the silken garment from the thigh.
He slept on the breast of Sri Radha. Being slept he clasped,
kissed are drank the nectar of lower lip. The love sport is
bestowed with perspiration which makes her very quick. At the
time of its climax of love play she expresses her feelings of
utmost satisfaction by the cuckoo’s song as if declaring the
victory of cupid. The flowers of her hair locks are withered.
The nail marks are on the heavy bulks of breast. The jingling
sound of jewels in anklets of her feet rises the height of passion.
The waist chain sounds and kiss by holding the hair locks
made her mad in passion. The eyes were half opened at the
time of love. This discussion happens to heighten the love
passion for union with Sri Krishna, for remembrance of love
play is a catalyst of love.

But again in the forest Sri Krishna is surrounded with
the beautiful damsel of Vraja and Sri Radha views this from a
distance, Sri Krishna looks at her with a smile. This pleases
Sri Radha which she relates this to her friend. But the sight of
Sri Krishna with other ladies at the advent of spring when the
entire forest laden with mango flowers create passion in the
mind of a love stricken one. Not only that, the poet has created
the aroma of restlessness by the blomming ashoka flowers
and the blow of the gentle breeze from the water bodies creates
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a cinematic setting. Rather they create burns in the body of
Sri Radha as they are all the causes of passion. The mark of
sadharana pranaya tarnishes the prestige of Sri Radha,
because she was considering herself as special, accordingly
her relation with Sri Krishna is special. It reminds Hala’s sloka

1/89 of Gahasattasai.
HEHIEWY § gl L3 VAT 3far= |
T Seerav S0 g MRst g 112/ ¢ ]
GRS JEHRA & O ST T
T aecTd ATy e g ||
i SRIY forat 75 w1 weay fafterafaremgst<n
WY TR e aapfeatTel TFTu 118/ 0 ||
YEhaedl- 9ig $394d Tl Urafaay@a |
T} ST eI T | |

Hala refuses the love-sport. The remorse of Sri Radha
is explained to Sakhiin two astapadis (5and6). The turn of Sri
Krishna comes to communicate with Sakhi and for mediation
with SriRadha. There are as good as two songs of Sri Krishna
regarding the pang of separation of Sri Radha.

Here how Sri Krishna is grown from the 1% sloka of 1%
canto to the 2™ and 3" canto is shown. While moving with
others he could not think of Sri Radha but again he left others
and thought of her. After searching here there, he could not
find her then on the bank of Yamuna SriKrishna started
lamenting about SriRadha’s absence.

Sri Krishna is now regretting how Sri Radha left Sri
Krishna when she saw that he is surrounded by Vrajasundaris.
But out of guilt and fear Sri Krishna could not call her back.
Then he laments, “That is why she thought, | do not care about
her. Out of disgust she felt dejected by me and left me out of
anger. Now | am afraid what shall she do or what else she
could speak to Sakhi, it's beyond my imagination. | started
realise like importance of her against this materialistic life. |
could remember her scarlet lotus eyed face out of anger.”
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Again Sri Krishna says to himself, “why is he weeping
for Sri Radha because she is always in his heart and | am
doing coitus deeply with her at every moment in my heart.” Sri
Krishna could not find out how could he redress the HI of Sri
Radha? He still expects forgiveness from Sri Radha. He
exclaims, “why she is not embracing me when she passes by
my side?” He begs apology not to repeat this misdeed again.
Let her be available to his sight for he is impatiently passionate
by the pain by cupid. He swears that he shall never commit
this mistake again.

The aesthetic experience in utmost simplicity without
any grandeur suggests that, the connoisseurs are submerged
in the surcharges of emotions without any delay. This is the
success of a poet to drag the connoisseurs immediately to the
events of the poetry for which the ¥ and JET<I TR
occurs where to attain lapse in the ocean of relish of rasa.

Jayadeva presupposes the above conditions which are
evident in Sahitya Darpana of Visvanatha Kaviraja.

FEISHIGETS IR T |
I TR FERATEHRIRT: || Ch. 111/2

Td/ e seven in the lamentation of SriKrishna, the poet
recollects the act of negligence towards SriRadha and now
again it is difficult to subside her anger. Sri Krishna deems
himself responsible for pitiable condition of SriRadha. The
presentation is so soft in Gujjariraga, which is a feminine
character. Srikrishna feels the love is mutual among them. This
is the cause for which he could judge that intense of the pang
of separation, sorrow and restlessness. He begs apology in
the verse mentioned below:

FRIAHR a1 TagY = M, 3 Gk e 77 7 g 1 3ReRo |
M.l

Besides, another view of love of SriKrishna is sadharana
(common) to all Gopis.

So the poetic embellishment of Jayadeva is expressed
through the dialogue of Sri Krishna. In canto Il verse No. 19,20
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2 R-gfe foueraRrl T Yergwrae:
FAAICANTT HUS T AT AL |
TerEeel g wa framfed afa
TR 7 YT el fyg amafa 12 11

R o -TTUIt AT & YAHTARHY AT ATTHRITT
shrSTfSTatar s YfSaerarad feh qreaw |
T T PN T AU G eheTTg[T-
AU e ARG A=Y AT WY 110 11

Sri Krishna requests Kama not to mistake him as Siva

and shot arrow on him. Here the MZ&TI®R: device is used
for comparing Sri Krishna as god Siva. This beautiful sloka

reminds one the description of Urvasi in Vikramorvasiyam.
EEE PR ECNEE AR ENI ST
GUIRE P 7 TH I
STIHIIGHRIERT 7 STUTRER]
ERCORES R ERAERIE R CNININYAC

Impact of Jayadeva on Vaishnavapoets is quite attractive
and picturesque. Baladeva Vidyabhusana in Vrajaboli says as

follows;
TG fEmE et -

STREE ST Ggeh |
I 2fd 338 et
e SRR fasd forrst
0T STEI 37 e At
TR TS QAT Y |
ST & e SAferar T ||
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Tedh TG FgH forTet 1|

TEY Fg dfe ol |

3Eh IEW HgH [t |

$e%T s goied o |

3 TUATLY B 3T | | 92 o -3 ¢ ¥ 3 TG | |

In continuation of the address of Sri Krishna to
Kamadeva is quite interesting. When Pururavas is very much
in pang of separation while searching the heroine Urvasi in

Himalayas. Similarly the verse he says, &< fauerdr ELURIR)

YSIgIeh: In this context in a device of TIUMGHN: the
appearance of Kama is dispelled by different similarities of
god Siva. Finally Sri Krishna addresses to Kama being helpless
and being love stricken. Again under the impact of Kalidasa
the series of sloka follows to exhibit the fever of love of Sri
Krishna. Now Sri Krishna surrenders before Kamadeva that
he is already wounded by Sri Radha’s love. So one need not
again shot a person by arrow. So it is no credit to shot a person
who is senseless. The pang of love rises over and above,
because he uses all the limbs of Sri Radha as the weapons
(11l. 20-23). The poetic device of embellishment and suggestive
beauty for the expression of the pain of love stricken separation
is potrayed quite heart-touching. Not only that, the instruments
of love is chosen as Sri Sri Radha'’s beautiful exposure of limbs.
The tip of the ear leaf of Sri Radha is a good instrument chosen
by Jayadeva which is pretty to look at. The flavour of soft
hearted delicacy of love is built up gradually.

Jayadeva is tempted to use this word sravanapali time
and again which is the point of attraction for the hero. When

the hero/heroine kiss each other the hair locks of the either
(e e R TeH: &/ € )
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The canto three is quite significant for the description
of the condition of Sri Krishna. Here the nayaka is described
as mugdha, because the nayika is mugdha. The passionate
conditions are quite curious.

1 — IAGAUGUESHMY: H1¥d: - Madhava is wounded,

therefore in sarrowful mind.
2 — H1Yd: {a991g - Madhava, in deep remorse

3 — fotEAY: - separation is quite feverish.
In fourth canto the ten conditions of a passionate one is
described in HaY - eight where Sri Radhika is in laya position

of dhyana —afera faerafd, gufa, fafiefa, Ve, ==fa, gafadm,

fentfa, STafa g | There are quite impatient positions of the
heroine. The peculiar description of pang of love is restlessness
where the poet sadhaka imagines that Sri Radha is weeping,
laughing, mourning, crying. These restlessness provokes her
to move here and there. Leaving everything she drops tears.
Drawing the picture of Sri Krishna and clasping again and again
weeping looking at the drawing. In this way the heroine is
releasing the heat of separation. Weeping in the voice of a
parrot and finally she is doing japa with muttering Hari in a
meditative mood. The living room becomes a forest to Sri
Radha, the god Kama appears to be the god of death. So the
pang of separation is rising. All the eight séattvika bhavas and
ten conditions of a separated passionate one are described
Sri Radha becomes frustrated by the apathetic behaviors
towards her. The fever she is suffering from in Ka@majvara or
the sex fever.

The classical tradition of Kavisamaya is imposed on
Sri Radha’s condition of separation from Sri Krishna. They are
explicit in the composition of eighth prabandha. This tradition
identified by Visvanatha Kaviraja as kavisamaya is in chapter
seven of Sahityadarpana. Similarly Deveswara Bhatta, in
Kavikalpalata, Ksemendra in Kavikantha hara and Jagannath
Mishra’s Rasakalpadruma, this tradition is explained in details.
Gopinatha Patra, a rhetorician of Odisha in Kavichintamani
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has mentioned this tradition. So also in the song number nine
extension of the same idea follows. There are many archaic
words like Kirati, looking here and there, peeping with haste
as tamyati is sweating. Besides the jvara, kampa sitkara like
words express that emotion Sri Radha is in love fever (jvara)
which presupposes shivering (kampa) and veda sweating at
the remission temperature. Sitkara is also a sound comes at
shivering in fever. The condition of ordinary fever and love
fever are identified to be one. The panacea for all diseases is
the japa of the name of Hari, Sri Krishna himself. She makes
eqcTd contemplated meditation. So all the eight sattvika
bhavas are therefore manifested in Sri Radha. The divine
physician for the beloved who is in deep remorse of separation
needs to visit her patient at the earliest for the remission of the
fever, Jayadeva’s redressal of fever places the word vyadhi,
and uses S9{: for the eighth condition of a passionate one.

Those are
AT =T T UG S0 |
RIS STt =ty gfaffa <9 wHes: |

So Jayadeva chooses SX: for 1Y in both the verse
No. 22 and 26. Gitagovinda is a confusion of Hiftde {4 and

RARM. Quite naturally separation is a must but that does not

mean Jayadeva makes a cliche description. It is a triangular
situation of yoga-fever, love-fever and aesthetic-experience
for the connoisseur. Again the situation is experienced by Sri
Krishna and he employs a messenger sakhi so that she
narrates the plight of love separation of SriKrishna before Sri
Radha for which she is provoked by the sakhito set for abhisara
for Sri Krishna.

The words faeheTaX like is used for fageiaX in the
prabandha tenth one. The time appeals to be the dark forthright
when sakhi tells Sri Radha to proceed for 31¥ER in Ta-=
which could save her from identification as krishnabhisarika.
The proposal for faudia Wdis compared like a lightening on the
cloud. Subsequently both of them are tired of love sport.
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Different nail marks, kisses, claspings. are introduced with each
other. But all these are proposals. She is prompted to proceed

as quick as she could. The persuasion of sakhi in ’ﬂ?ITLQJO

and 11 are the example of delicate and subtle character of
poetry where the connoisseur is submerged in the emotion of
Sri Radha and Sri Krishna in a subliminal form of dedication.
The verse of Gathasaptasati 3/96 is quite naturally imitated

here in prabandha 12/1.

U8 STTgad are Uiaas gursi 26s |

STe ST ey e U festeifgsi fh fa 11 3/ 5 11
TeIaed 4 1 -gfafa i g 1|

T STeUcIegarel T T geard fehdfd ||

qygfq fafen fefen wha @i wa=i etc. speak of the nearest

feelings of both the works.

It is argued by many scholars like Pischel (Die Hofdichter
des Laksmana Sena, Gottingen, 1894, pp-22) and Sunit Kumar
Chatterjee etc. argue that the folk apabhramsa tradition and
the Prakrit verses of Bengal have influenced Jayadeva for those
astapadis. But Keith (p.149) and Lee Seigal and others have
opposed this view. SK Chatterjee with the axiomatic ideas of
Jayadeva being a Bengal poet has developed this idea. The
wondering pilgrims sang the song of the secret love of Sri
Radha and Sri Krishna. But this is an imaginary conjuction by

quoting a sloka form Subhasitaratnakosa.

- qdcﬂ{?ldﬁcﬁsmﬂlqm—

e gt ferete — nfery-Hudigd : |

=t TRY TR Ty e

TG : TR : TETaT-Aeal: | | GHIae=ienls: 3% o
NYIER

The pilgrims in the street have warded off painful cold
with their broad quilts sewn of a hundred rags; and now with
voices clear and sweet break the morning slumber of the city
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folk with songs of the secret love of Madhava and Radha. (trans;
D.H.H.Ingalls).

This quotation may not justify the view of SK Chaterjee.
Again SK Chaterjee holds it is not unlikely that these folk
Apabhramsa or old Bengali verses. (Why Bengali only)
obtained a great popularity and this induced Jayadeva to render
them in to Sanskrit, to give them a permanent and a pan-Indian
form. (Jayadevakavi, in Acharya Dhruva Commemoation , Vol.
I, P-189)

After two expressions of physical instability of life and
body, the mental condition and its expression thereof is also
described in astapadi and verses. The nature of heroine is

e dSSl. Therefore she is unable to go elsewhere. The

aesthetic beauty and the naturality of twelfth song is unparalled.
Infact all the movements and moods are expressed thoroughly
through Odissi and South Indian classical dances in their
sattvika (facial expressions) and abhinayas. The walls of Sun
temple of Konark, Rajarani, Satrughneswara temples of
Bhubaneswar express vipralambha or separative erotic
sentiment. The picture of an woman standing at the door waits
for her fiancé or husband her cherished person. She stands
where the legs are crossed; the land holds the chick and

another hand hold one portion of the door. Verse thirty seven
(foget getshuifeet), therefore, describes some of the 3T8HI -

fae: The frailty of Sri Radha therefore rises and there is doubt
whether she could survive in the night. The condition is

expressed in beautiful alliteration. As for example gcdlehcq

faheTdeICET- YheTelialsrd. The e, again is raising in its nature
and it adds flavor of delicate malava-raga in song thirteen.
The frustration of Sri Radha reaches its height and Sri Radha
is hopeless and helpless in the apathy of Sri Krishna by not
coming to kunja in the given time. So she ridiculed herself and
deems her youth-fulness and beauty as useless if it is not
appropriated by the real connoisseur the hero Sri Krishna.
Probably Kumara Sambhavam of Kalidasa is reminded by

Jayadeva where Parvati blamed her beauty. ff¥<gd gaa &l
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frry QT whett f =&t 11 (4 & 2 & Ylieh) Sri Radha comments,

of whom shall she take refuge if her own kith and kin ditches.
Beautifully Jayadeva proposes in verse one of thirteenth song.

i gfier T 74 o
T AR TafY e | |

1 B HiHE I GEISHaeHafd |18 11gaq (M 2 3/R.)

There are many obstacles in love if a third person enters.
In song fourteen the love play of Sri Krishna with another lady
creates envy. All the features of post-love-play with Sri Krishna
where the poet Jayadeva reminds the famous verse where a
mad friend was sent to call the lover she enjoyed with him and
says | did not go to your lover but to take bath. Therefore the
heroine in implicit meaning supports her statement which is

clear of her enjoyment signs. Here the verse Ud¥14/1 says —
wgifefarfodere | Tiaggaefagferd FHem |
i TRy faerafa Jafaefuemion | 1 gay,

This verse is similar to an udaharana sloka in Sahityadarpana
BRI L e RS EREAR L EARINERY
EECECE R G ENIECINCREG
frerenfef I5fd | areesHERdET™
AT CGHARTAT T JAeaerre~re | | 9. dor: fdraui=ss:

However, the envious character could be very subtly
and sensuously painted by Poet SriJayadeva. Besides in the
description of others love play and as a viewer of Sri Krishna’s
love play with other lady Sri Radha describes the modes of
sringara which is otherwise made catharsis of emotion to relax
ownself. Itis rightly said, envy thy name is woman, the story of
‘Vikramoravasiyam’ and the Pururava-Urvasi-samvada as in
Sukta of Rgveda X the mandala, where itis said how the heart
of women are like heart of hyena. But Sri Radha even if looks
at the love play of Sri Krishna with other or many women she
is not upset on Sri Krishna because she says that Sri Krishna
is always in her heart.
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This is the aesthetic beauty of erotic acts, which knew

no bounds. Because all these description of love play of Sri
Krishna is just a mental hallucination of Sri Radha. Quite
naturally the character assassination of Sri Krishna is over

ruled. But connoisseurs enjoy the faa{iaifd in the description.
Sri Jayadeva is fond of viparita rati where he has his own

images like dfsfeadia Iafawdid, the image of lightening on the
dark cloud. The song of fifteenth one again and again discusses

GHTIER. On the bank of Yamuna River and the adjacent, Sri
Radha in this predominant amorous sport projects her
imagination. Poet here intents to describe it, in such a
picturesque manner, as if the sringara happened in front of
him though there is no direct description of love sports of both
the hero and the heroine.

The pang of separation attractively expresses beauty
and subtleness which is very much existent in our tradition.

The fa@m¥ of Sri Krishna in verse no. 45, 46 and 47 reminds
3sifaey, Wdafaet and Raghuvansam TeX@4: e in fashAiasiiay

I of g9 in YMg=aa™ | But Jayadeva’s potration of soka is
more delicate as he delineates his master hand for the
description of the pang of sorrow of the hero and the heroine.
Since the hero could not turn up to the place of love sport

grove yet the heroine became @fted nayika. So when in the
morning Sri Krishna approached her then Sri Radha expressed
her anguish and anger for his carelessness of spending night
with another lady. There Sri Radha in prabandha No. 17
describes the nail marks, engraved her chest that speak of
her story of love play. The collyrium was besmeared here and
there in his body. The bitting of lips create a sensation in her
heart. As a killer of Putana SriKrishna is a habitual killer. So
he may not mind if Sri Radha is killed by his carelessness. Sri
Radha does not bear the love of other ladies with Sri Krishna.
All are in one common phenomena that do not tolerate the

affair of person with the beloved one. Bhatti says;
TTdaTdrRf eI FHeaary frerg e
freret g e afir = wifl Gegas=aT | | (Hfghrea R/ &)
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The definition of khandita is as follows:

frrcar=r FreTh STeRTd STorereeT™ | ST=reaTege Hitar Gftedr = | |
fag defines Khandita;

i Bl T st @ fesf R fRisf Fnfar iz 1)

Both the definitions hold good in the description of Sri
Radha being khandita. Sri Radha is not satisfied by the
behaviour of Sri Krishna. The one sided speech of Sri Radha
is heart-touching when she says that the grief of love not only
provokes weeping but creates shameful situation. The human
touch of Sri Radha’s ridicule of Sri Krishna speaks of different
behaviour that helps himin becoming sad and rises his pathos.
Again in the song number eighteen, the introduction of
kalahantarita is made here by the poet. The definition of
kalahantarita is as under.

SATIHIAT 0T TSI 4T |
TRITIHETHIT Shera=rdl g 9 1I(F1.8.3/4R)

Hari was not there because of the khandita dialogue of
Sri Radha. He then retired to Kunja bed. Sakhi persuades her
to proceed to Sri Krishna because of his repentance. The whole
of ninth canto eighteenth prabandha expresses a character of
kalahantarita. Of course Jayadeva’'s mention of the word

kalahantarita may be a defect by expressing by word where

IEATAAQN like Bhavabhutis mention of ‘karuna’ word time
and again. However mention of kalahantaritg is creating a
background of repentance in the mind of Sri Radha. The
speaker friends (sakhi) persuades Sri Radha not to waste time.
The friend knows the physical passion and physical growth of
her youthfulness and description of breast. Sri Radha offering
herself as a loved one to Sri Krishna. Let the hostility in her
mind be pacified in the verse No. 51. The tenth canto leaves
an opportunity for Sri Krishna to approach Sri Radha with soft
spoken words. For this Jayadeva names him as chatura
chaturbhuja. Because Sri Krishna is very cunningly approaches
Sri Radha in the nineteenth prabandha. This prabandha is




Flora and Fauna in Gitagovinda 75
quite significant in nature. The most delicate poetry is exhibited
here by the poet. Sri Krishna happens to surrender before Sri
Radha for his fault. Very cunningly he asks her the punishment
of nail making, biting of lips etc. when he says in the verse 19/

7 H{eTES AHIRIgHUST etc. which are all introduction to

sambhoga- sringara. This is very highly estimated by critics.
Many legends are associated with this verse. It is said, Sri
Krishna himself has written this in the guise of Jayadeva. But
to a critic it is very normal in touching the feet of the heroine in
case of hero in love. One could be happy to see this is in the

influence of Amarushstatakam mentions bellow.
Ty | Sifefe 6 qve e Hi 7 @] d hee Y TSy
gft Frrefar et forRi e fetaTet TarsTemmed gaadad A fhlaq || 3§

There are different methods of appeasement adopted
by Sri Krishna. The astapadi nineteenth in most sophisticated
way of pacifying the scornful or sorrow and abhimana being
dejected etc. The love play is described by Sri Krishna as a
punishment, which creates erotic beauty for the connoisseurs.
Every sentence in this prabandha and the verses from 53 to
57 explain this fact with physical description. The praise of a
lady is always successful in pacifying her anger. Sri Krishna’s
pacification with art of silver talks with erotic perspectives are
unique in Sanskrit literature. Similarly the song 20" is a
provocation of sakhi for Sri Radha for enjoyment with Sri

Krishna and the fag{id I¥d would sound like a drum by the

waist chain of Sri Krishna and the sound of ups and down of
waist part could like a play of drums. So Sri Radha is found to
be tempted by the sakhi who describes the proposed love play.
The astasattvika bhavas and the sringara laksyanas are explicit
with Sri Radha at the mount. Sri Krishna who passionately
thinks of Sri Radha and imagines the aroma of love-play when
she comes. These are beautifully described in psychological
anxieties and mental postulation.

At the same time Sri Radha arrives at the door step, but
Sri Krishna invites the most expected heroine who is
embarrassed to enter into kunja/ the creeper grove. In this
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delicate situation when she is eager to enter but her /ajjyal/
(shamefulness), did not allow her to enter. At that time sakhi
encouraged her to enter the love-play-grove that is more
beautiful than any other place. Let her be relaxed and enter in
a smiling face. There is full description of sambhoga sringara.
Sri Krishna poses himself as a purchased slave. So he wants
to serve her feet, why then at all Sri Radha is feeling awkward,
Sri Radha saw how Sri Krishna is surcharged with love-stricken
heart, with all the modification of love — sports. The beauty of
description of meeting of hero and heroine. And the heroin
was led by the hero to delicate leaf-bed (in song no. 21), the
emotion of Sri Krishna is at its height. The smiling face of Sri
Radha encourage Sri Krishna to be very much enthusiastic
and both of them in one emotion in the mood of love-play. The
emotion of Sri Radha knew no bounds. So all the emotional
exuberance of Sri Krishna is responded by Sri Radha. Both of
them landed on one plain of emotion. Sri Krishna very minutely
surveys and caresses Sri Radha’s delicate body from tip to
toe. The eight sattvikas gradually predominate over both of
them. There was no other person, the sakhis left under some
pretext itching their ear while both of them are on the bed.
Quite naturally in the confidence Sri Krishna seeing Sri Radha
in good mood lying down on tendril creeper’s bed started
speaking politely. In the prabandha twenty three the hero Sri
Krishna seems to be over whelmed at the arrival of Sri Radha
and pampers her to keep her beautiful scarlet lotus feet on the
tendril creepers. He speaks very politely, “the tenderness of
your lotus — leaf — feet will defeat the delicacy of creepers so
that let them feel the defeat”. Here the hero Sri Krishna speaks
in utter humility to prove that he himself is a follower of Sri
Radha. Let her come with him, the ardent admirer. Here the
word Narayana is symbolic for water habitant. He will cool down
the heat of passion for the love — sports so also invite her for
the love play water sports. However he at the outset is very
enthusiastic to make massage of Sri Radha’s feet, for she is
tired of coming from such a distant place. So let Sri Radha
lend her feet on Sri Krishna. Again let her be kind enough to
favour him by sleeping on Sri Krishna, who is like the nupura
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of her feet. As the nupura clings her body, kindly cling him like
her ndpura the creator jingling sound. He says, “Please pour
dropping nectar from lips by your words and receive my
offerings. Let me take out your silk cloth from breasts which
creates huddles in satiating my pang of separation”. He
addresses again, “your jar like breast is rare. It is excited to
get clasping please connect your jar like breast on my chest
and extinguish my heat of love”. So gradually Sri Krishna
requested to kiss, there the jingling sound of waist chain made
of jewellry by riding over him for coitus become the victory
drum of cupid. Very slowly they proceed to the love sport and
accomplished thereof. The poet says that Sri Radha rides over
Sri Krishna in order to have victory over hero in love play. But
after sometimes her thigh becomes tired and accordingly
couldnot move. Her hands are weakened and the eyes are
closed. So how can a female player win over a male one?
Thus in the love play both of them ride on each other and
played alot. The verse 67B shows the details of the love-sport
where the play was conducted again. In the 24" prabandha
the last one, Sri Radha requested Sri Krishna to restore her
costume and ornaments along with the cloth to show the
normalcy of her get up before the arrival of sakhis. Sri Krishna
has to paint in kasturi (musk) on the breasts of Sri Radha,
painting on the cheeck, restore the waste chain and cover a
cloth on the naked body.

The conclusion of Jayadeva is to remain in the Sri
Krishna’s consciousness in life style and identified ekatana
and attain the summom bonum of life.

The flora and fauna described in Gitagovinda for the
(ensuant) vibhava of sringara, in the gamut of sringara rasa,
The anubhavas and S9! are very significant. At the outset
it could be said that all the poets of nature used to explain
nature. Sun, Moon, ocean, mountain, seashore, natural beauty,
flowers by the side of the river stream, clouds, sky etc. are
tempted to see the beauty of the heroine and the behavior of
hero and heroine. Their parallel behavior with animals, birds
and plant kingdom with human beings are shown. The
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psychology of human love finds its vent everywhere in nature.
It is needless to impress how Kalidasa’s description of beauty
with nature for which he is known popularly as poet of nature.
The nature of Kalidasa is very sympathetic encouraging and
hopeful where as the nature of Bhavabhuti happens to be
ferocious, dreadful and at times depressing. In my novel
‘Patrapriya’ there is description of nature of different places
whenever occasions demand. Besides there is vivid description
of Gundicha-ghara of Puri which is rich with flora and fauna.
All these are mentioned because Jayadeva as a poet of love
of the eternal hero Sri Krishna and the eternal heroine Sri
Radha has taken the device of description of the banks and
the groves around in the back drop of Yamuna river. The gentle
breeze, the melodious sound of birds, the beautiful and tendril
creepers thick show of trees creates a romantic aroma for the
love-play of both hero and heroine. The hide and sick game of
Sri Krishna with Sri Radha creates opportunities to see the
ensuante, consequent and accessories/vibhava anubhava and
sancari bhavas. The back-ground of spring seasons is the most
important factor for the couples for there love-play.

The beginning of the mahé&kavya starts with
Wﬂgﬁ' | ﬁ%ﬁmll the greenish vegetation and the
dark silken sky with clouds. But this is not rainy season. Rain
creates huddles for love play in the creeper-grove It is the
spring that is described for which a&=i a/&=il & :
This is a sensual season for the flower- dellcate body to have
their soft love-play. The aT€=il igH means A4, flowers leaves
and its fragrance for erotic passion. The third prabandha,
therefore, delineates all the treasure of spring. agdl,

TR, FYFT, PIFARITT, FETE, TP, T, FE, T,
TGATafYTY: qHICIge:, fhgd-TaleT, HIRGYH, HIRYS, Hicld!,

Relig@, Trach, ey, wrfaent, Tamteren, STf:, I, ifagederd,
F3ra T fafte, FHATSIE, JIeTdl, e, e, ifdhe, hldhall
The flowers of coastal region with the poet is very much

acquanted. These flowers and their fragrances create the
aroma of love and pang of passion rises to its height. That is
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why the poet potrays Sri Krishna as the embodiment of sringara.

T Qg Affwie 7t g 2R shisfd - The flowers not only

create fragrances and passion but also the cuckoo’s invitation
to their mate is exhilarating the passion. The pang of separation
reminds the cuplet of Guru Govinda Sing in a devotional way

e @R  SreRErer a1 1|

T feror QR o feur Afarn | 3o 1R 11

[ GUife GeR fraet famn sargat-an 9 (Fe) 113 11
A YT GRSl | @i = 4o 1. % 11

Translation -

Tell the beloved friend (God), the plight of us, the disciples.
Without you, it is like a torment to wear cloths in winter and
living in a large house is like dwelling with snakes. The flask /
surai is like a funel/sula spike, the cup is like a dagger and
your separation is just like enduring the thrust of a butchers’
knife. The bare floor of our beloved friend is acceptable to us.
Living in town is like living in a furnace fire. (1)(1)(6)
Whether Divine or profane, they sound the same. But the
source is different One is from soul and the other is from vital
being. But apparently they look same. Same type of eagerness
is them. Separation is like a wearied robe of disease and
sleep is a house dwelled by a snake. The immortal lines of
GuruGovinda Singhjji reminds the pang of separation and the
aroma of love.

Sir Edwin Arnold, a famous scholar of Gitagovinda quotes Sir
William Jones who says that, when first read the songs of
Jayadeva, who has prefixed to each the name of mode in
which it was to be sung, | had the hopes or procuring the
original music. But the pandits of South referred me to those
of west, and the Brahmans of the West would have sent me to
those of north, while they of Nepal and Kasmir declared that
they had no ancient music, but imagined that the notes of the
Gitagovinda must exist, if anywhere, where the poet was born.
(vol. i.p-440)
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Sri Jayadeva’s birth place and life history

Many authors depict the significance of Gitagovinda
from different dimentions. The composition happened to be
made during the late 12 century AD. Since the work become
famous in many field quite naturally scholars from many places
demand the stroies of his birth place. Many stories centre
around Jayadeva'’s life and work.

Life history of Jayadeva in Nabhaiji Das’s ‘Bhaktamal&’
is different from Chakradatta’s “Jayadeva caritam.” Both of
them are different from the life history proposed by the poet
himself. The Gitagovinda is recited by Chandidasa, Vidyapati,
Caitanya etc. which is evident from “Caitanya caritamrita” is

quite explicitly presented by Stoller Miller. aﬁ:’iﬂﬁﬂ'ﬂﬁ -
ELSEACE I R C O LI
FHUUTH, G |
S TG EEE L R B I C
MY TH 3= | 3/ 3/
feremmafe, =IoSier, Sitaior
G f AT A= 113/ 20/ 28 4

Like many seers sages, devotees, poets and writers of
the past, the life history of Sri Jayadeva, is shrouded in mystery.
Fortunately the Gitagovinda itself refers to the names of his
parents Bhojadeva and Ramadevi, his birth place Kenduvilva,
his wife is Padmavati . This story says that, he was a wandering
ascetic who came to Puri where his eventful life started. A
Brahmin of the south was blessed with a daughter through the
grace of SriJagannatha. Her name was Padmavati. Deva
Sharma, the father of Padmavati decided to offer his daughter
as devadasi in the temple SriJagannatha. Accordingly,
Devasharma came of to offer her daughter as devadasi to
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Sridagannatha. She was not accepted as there was no vacancy
in the temple. Sridagannatha told him in a dream to offer his
daughter to his prime devotee Sri Jayadeva. Accordingly
Padmavati was brought to Sri Jayadeva and was offered him
as his bride, the offer for which the saint-poet denied. However,
with order of SriPurusottama for himself he accepted her as
his life partner. The poet is stated to have composed the famous
lyric Gitagovinda in the Purusottam Ksetra. His verses were
brilliantly set with raga and téla. Sri Jayadeva used to sing the
songs and Padmavati danced to the tune in accompaniment
of Pakhauj. By the time Sri Jayadeva became prominent
member in the devadasi system was already prevalent in the
rituals of some important temples as revealed by the
inscriptions. The Brahmesvar temple inscription (1035 A.D.)
records the engagement of temple damsels by the Somavamsi
king to perform music and dance as a part of temple ritual.
The stone inscription of Sovamesvara temple (1080 AD.) at
Niali on Prachi valley, the Meghesvara temple inscription
incised by the brother in-law of Rajaraja during the reign of
Anangabhima-lll, the Inscription of Madhukesvara temple by
Chodagangadeva, record engagement of (Nartaka deva
Ganika) for music and dance in temple services. The addition
of Nata Mandapa the last adjunct to the main temple further
testifies that the devadasi system was firmly rooted, particularly
during the Ganga period in Odisha (1078-1435 AD.).

The imperial Ganga period ushered in a new era of
cultural resurgence reflected in the galaxy of temples, in
sculptural art and paintings, in literature and religion. In a
sense, a stage with all perquisites was ready for the celebrated
lyric bard Sri Jayadeva for his performance. The village
Kenduvilva was located in the Prataprudrapur Grampanchayat
in the district of Khurda previously in Puri district. On this place,
the sacred river Prachi was the birth place of Sri Jayadeva.
Today it is a part of separate Grampanchayat a named after
Sri Jayadeva. The mainspring of Indian religious faiths
flourished here in this valley leaving behind their abundant
cultural remains in shape of temples, sculptures, monastic
complexes, inscriptions and strong literary tradition. Sri
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Bhagavan Panda depicted on the significant of Kenduvilva in
details. (See introduction to Gitagovinda - Sarvanga Sundari
tika and Smrtiranjani tika published by Government of Odisha.)
The poet was born and brought up in such a favourable
situation and had the unique opportunity to imbibe the
quintessence of all religious efflorescence. Many of the
religious edifices flourished here under the royal patronage in
successive cultural epochs. Some of them are still in working
order maintaining the age-old cultural ethos. Thus, the
circumstantial evidences, the ecstasy of the religious affluence
that developed in Prachi valley, the extensive archaeological
remains, the close association of Gitagovinda with
SridJagannatha worship and the place of Sri Jayadeva in the
legends and tradition of Odisha reveal that he was born in the
village Kenduvilva.

A host of scholars both of India and abroad taking into
consideration of the cultural milieu and natural settings, the
landscape and sea-scape have asserted that on Sri Jayadeva
was born and brought up in Odisha and composed his famous
lyric. The so called controversy regarding the birth place of
SriJayadeva has been set to rest by independent research
done by two Bengali scholars, Satyakama Sengupta and Ashis
Chakravarti. The circumstantial evidences support the date of
composition of Gitagovinda to be between the 50s and 60s of
12th century. The earliest commentary of SriGitagovinda,
Bhavabibhavinitika of Udayanacharya [contemporary of the
Ganga monarch Raja Rajadeva-Il (1170-1190 A.D.), inclusion
of a few slokas of Gitagovinda in Sridhara Dasa’s
Saduktikaranamita (1205 AD.) and reference to the poet and
the poem in Prthviraj Raso of Chand Bibi (1192 AD.)
substantially go to prove the date of the poet’s Gitagovinda.

T.E Donaldson holds, “There is no gainsaying that Odisha
is the richest repository of the tradition of the Gitagovinda in
the literary, pictorial and performing arts like odishi and other
classical music, painting and sculpture weaving etc.

The immediate popularity of the Gitagovinda is evident

by its recitation in the temple of Sridagannatha during the reign
of Narasimha-Il (AD. 1278-1300), approximately one hundred
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years after its creation, though it is not until the 16th century
with the advent of Sri Chaitanya, that the cult of Radha, or
consort service, became widespread throughout.

The pioneering scholars of the state who have immensely
contributed to highlight Sri Jayadeva and his lyric far beyond
the boundary of Odisha are K. N. Mahapatra, Sri Bhagavan
Panda, Sri Nilamani Mishra, Prof Prahlad Pradhan, Sri P.C.
Tripathy, Sri Ajita Tripathy, Sri Subhasa Pani, Sri Brundabana
Ratha, Sri Promod Mishra, Sri Raghunatha Panda, Prafulla
Kumar Mishra so on and so forth.

At present ancient Tirumalla Matha is called Trimali
Matha. Itis located in the northern cornor SriJagannatha temple
Puri and Tirumala Matha is found near Khurdha. A branch of
this Matha is in existence at Kenduli. It has been now renovated
and conserved by State Museum along with Nrsirhha temple
and Padmavati temple. Laksman Sena, the court Poet of
Tirumalla Rai, the king of Vijayanagara has written the tika of
Gitagovinda. Under his influence Tirumalla Rai had established
the Matha at Puri and Kenduli. The pilgrims of South India
were staying in the Trimali Matha of Kenduli and in Puri. There
is an old matha called Gopala Matha Uttaradhi vaisnava matha
at Tirumalla of Tirupati. Through this matha the pilgrims of
south were coming to Puri and Kenduli, the birth place of poet
Jayadeva. Krsnaveni, the daughter of Gajapati
Prataprudradeva was the second queen of king of Vljayanagar
Krsnadeva Rai. With their patronisation the present Tirupati
temple was known to have been built. We now see the two
statues of queens of Krishna deva raya at the entrance to the
temple of Tirupati. It is said that Uttaradi Vaisnava matha the
Gopala matha of Tirumalla has been established by him. Even
today the matha is managed by Odia Mahanta.

Padmavati.

The two statues of Padmavati of Kenduli are artistically
assigned to 6th/7th century AD. They are in fact, Jaina
Sasanadevis. The original Padmavati temple datable to that
period had been discovered in 1964 in utter state of ruins. It
was conserved in the year 1971 by State Archaeology
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Department. The two-handed Padmavati figures hold a Padma
in left hand and a fruit in the right hand. It is surmounted by a
seven-hooded snake. She is the consort of 23rd Jaina
Tirthankara Parvanatha. In course of time she was worshipped
as Hindu deity Mahalaksmi. Itis believed that poet Sri Jayadeva
was an ardent worshipper of these two deities. Besides, this
description of is not only worship of Laksmi, but also reference
of Padmavati is the name of his wife. The view of the
commentary are quite internity.
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SriRadha and SriMadhava

SriRadha and SriMadhava are depicted in the
Gitagovinda as the deities of love, admiration and adoration.
The poet is completely devoted to SriRadha and SriMadhava
that he aptly chants the God and the Goddess in combined
form in the pleasure garden on the bank of the river Yamuna.
The tradition of Madhava worship in Orissa is archaeologically
traced from the 7th century A.D. Madhava is a form of twenty
four avataras of Visnu with the ayudhas of chakra, sankha,
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padma and gada in cyclic order (according to the Padmapurana
and Rupamandana). The copper plate grant of Madhavaraja
of the ailodbhava dynasty records the name of Cakrayudha
Madhava. The image of Nilamadhava is worshipped in the
temples of Gandharadi in Boudh district flanked by the symbolic
images of Matsya, Kachhapa and Varha in the same pedestal.
A rekha temple of Ganesvarpur, about 11 kms to the south of
Chhatia and in the temple of the same name at Kantilo on
Mahanadi enshrine each finely carved image of four-armed
Madhava. In 810 A.D. the image of Santosi Madhava was
installed at Daspalla, the eastern Ganga ruler Indra varman
Deva enshrined Sriloka Madhava at Sanakhemundi in Ganjam
District. Chodaganga Deva (1078- 1147 AD) established in
his name Chodaganga Madhava at Srikakulam. The images
of Viru, particularly in the Prachi valley and in the coastal belt
of Orissa are popularly called as Madhava. The number of
such madhavas in the Prachi valley, at the famous Saktiksetra
of Viraja and in different other places are so numerous. This
much can be eluded here that the propitiation of Madhava in
this region was deeply imprinted and deeply rooted in the
religious life of the people. Inthe 12th century A.D. the Madhava
worship in the coastal region of Orissa in general and Prachi
valley came under the spell of all pervasive cult of Jagannatha,
after the deities were reinstalled in Puri temple by Cholaganga
Dev.

Sri Jayadeva being a devout Vaisnava might have attuned
to the prevailing religious situation The excellent image of
Madhava discovered from the precinct of Padmavata temple
of at Kenduli could be the deity of the poet’s imagination
beaming forth the celestial smile and elegance and artistically
showing the needle work finish.The big bratas in village with
the religious efflorescence, charming natural beauty of the
Prachi River valley mingled with the fervour of love and
devotion infused in the poet, facilitates him to compose on the
love play of SriRadha and SriKrishna.

The attention of the scholars and readers is drawn to the
beautifully illustrated rasamandala in a chlorite stone alongwith
a host of SriKrishna themes and in the best state of preservation
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in the Somesvara temple. This can be seen in the broken
temple of Somesvar at Visnupur near Nimapada. The temple
here is Saivite in faith but Vaisnavite in character erected in
the hey-day of Ganga period.

On the doubt of SriKrishna with SriMadhava is a quite
interesting. Sri Jayadeva invokes adult Krisna as already
indicated Madhava who is one of the twenty four avataras of
Visnu but Krsna-Gopinatha has not been accepted as one of
the ten avataras of the supreme god (Visnu). The description
of Gitagovinda prompts the scholars to conclude that
SriMadhava and SriKrsna are the same devotionally but not in
icon. From the point of age Krsna-Vasudeva tradition seems
to be little earlier than Madhava worship. The miraculous feats
of Krisna as described in the Srimadbhagavata connected all
through his life history such as fighting and subjugating the
demons and the Nagas, Indra, the king of gods, lifting up the
mountain Govardhana on tip of his finger, his domination over
the animal and vegetable worlds, his alliance with sixteen
thousand gopis, fancifully multiplying himself into similar
number, his role as a statesman, a warrior and a politician in
the battle of Kuruksetra, a prophet and the builder of a united
Bharata Varsa indicate his superiority over the then existing
religious faith and popularity in the general mass. The Bhakti
movement was centering round Krsna Vasudeva. Visnu-
Narayana inculcated essentially the monotheistic view which
is clearly marked in the Mahabharata and in the Puranas. The
sculptural representation of the epoch-making events of Krsna'’s
life are depicted in the temples revealing the popularity of Krsna
in the religious life of India. From the time of Sri Jayadeva,
when Vaisnavism spreads in full bloom superimposing the other
religious faiths and the cult-heroes, he became a great
exponent of flowering the faith in a way by which the prevailing
tradition refluxed in multifarious ways. In sculptural art and
painting the amalgamation of Visnu and Krsna together further
highlighted the cause of the faith. Sri Jayadeva’s literary diction
was greatly reflected in the sculptures of Gopinatha and Krsna-
Visnu. The cult of adult Krsna (Gopinatha) became more
popular from the time of Sri Jayadeva and as such, we find
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numerous enshrined images of Gopinatha throughout Odisha.
The inseparable entity of SriRadha and SriKrsna was further
immortalized by Sri Chaitanya during 16th century AD.

Dasavatara

The formulation of Dasavatara of Visnu is a significant
contribution of Sri Jayadeva. Krsna as an avatara is not
included in the Dasavatara hymns. The enumerated list of
avataras varies from ten, twenty-four and thirty-three. The poet
narrates only ten avataras which is universally accepted.
Considering the importance of Buddha in the socio-cultural
matrix of Odisha Sri Jayadeva very wisely and appropriately
incorporated Buddha in the pantheon.

The concept of Visnu’s avataras dates back to the
Mahabharata age spreads sporadically either, in individual form
or in group (the number of avataras varying from period to
period and from author to author). Historically, archaeologically
and literally the avataravada of Visnu became an integral part
of Vaisnava faith from the early centuries of Christian era.
Following the earlier Dasavatara tradition Sri Jayadeva made
the worship more popular in the society in his lucid description.
People irrespective castes, sects and creed continuously chant
the Dasavataras devotionally in the temples, shrines and even
in their own houses, very often. By the time Sri Jayadeva
appeared in the socio-religious Odisha, the idiom of Dasavatara
had already flourished in Odisha. The ending version of each
avatara jai jagadiasa hare was invoked to Sri Jagannatha. The
inscription of avataras ranging from 7th century A D. onwards,
the profuse sculptural depiction of the avataras in the Vaisnava
temples with high concentration in Prachi valley, in the
Jagannatha kshetra delineate deeply rooted tradition in the
sacred soil of Odisha. The images of avataras so far come to
light in Odisha are too numerous to allude here. Undoubtedly
the worship had a great influence on the mind’s eye of the
saint poet and devotee Sri Jayadeva, who made it more popular
and more acceptable in his lucid and lyrical description.

Musical notes and Lyrical modes:

The caption of Gitagovinda seems to be self-explanatory
and different from established categories of kdvyas. Different
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scholars identify this gitikavya in their own ways. Some scholars
differently identify the kdvya as pastoral drama, lyric drama,
opera, melodrama, folk drama or yatra. The treaties treated
this as a mahakavya or laghukavya in fact, the work does not
conform to any existing model in the whole range of classical
literature. It is a model by itself and an epoch-making
innovation. Sri Jayadeva depicts this creation as a prabandha
composed in stanzas having two component parts udgraha
and dhruva. Trend setters are difficult to be classified into
existing forms and formats.

Structurally as a dance drama, in characterization the
work depicts Krsna, Radha and a sakhi. Its regard, the
characters and their action in the whole theme Prof. Trilochan
Mishra writes. ... to carry forward the movement of action at
the physical level by way of strengthening the lover’s desire.
Thus, the genre of the poem is lyrico’ dramatic, but neither
epical nor narrative. It is rather in the form of a subtle knot, a
converging point of the classical forms of lyric, epic and drama
which is simultaneously a diverging point leading narrative
poetry, drama and novel in modern India vernacular literatures.
It is a break away from the classical convention to the modern
and paves the way for character based realistic plays and
novels of the future simultaneously, as a product of the Odia
culture, it is the source model for Odissi dance and Odissi
music”.

The sensuous lyricism is expressed through spiritual
eroticism. The amorous concept was prevalent in Odisha long
ago. Sri Jayadeva presented Madhava as a lover, a handsome
seductive and youthful aspect of Krsna. The theme of the
Gitagovinda enacts spiritual theme of the individual soul as
pursuit of love. Philosophically speaking, it is an interplay
between jivatma and paramatma. The poet follows the literary
presentation of the theme with the erotics. The poet
aesthetically deals with srngara. Madhava is a nayaka (hero)
portrayed as samoda (joyful), mugdha (bewitched), aklesa
(careless), snigdha (tender) etc symbolizing different rasas.
On the other hand, Radha is an vasakasajja (expectant),
vipralabdha (decived), krodhita (enraged), kalahantarita
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(remorseful), manini (sensitive) and svadhinabhartrka (self
confident) heroine.

For Sri Jayadeva, love is portrayed in bodily love, though
the implication is metaphysical. The details of bodily
descriptions, gestures and actions of the lovers and even the
amorous play are portrayed as prescribed in erotics. The
practice had continued to be an accepted convention in oriental
poetry, but described with propriety in Kumarasambhava and
Meghaduta of Kalidas. But Sri Jayadeva’s contemporary
Govardhanacharya followed the practice in Aryasaptasati is
the way of Sri Jayadeva, which raises the question of propriety.

The unique musical aspect attuned to the verses seems
to be highly enchanting and amazing. Whether the poet first
conceived ragas and the (talas beats talas) before composing
the verses or vice-versa is difficult to comprehend now.
However, he composed thirty-seven verses in Sardulavikridita,
eight in Vasantatilaka, Sikharini, Harini, Malini, Vamsastha,
Anustubh. Puspitagra, Upendravajra, Dritabilambita,
Sragdhara, Arya metre, Pathya and Pathya vaktra. The poet
was well conversant with the composition of metrical verses
with the pause of music and prosody. Sri Jayadeva had
innovated the musical metres following the Natya Sastra (NS)
of Bharata. The distinction of Visama, Sama, layas-vilambita
and drita are well marked in the musical composition of the
Gitagovinda.

The age old tradition of painting Odisha, the ancient
Utkala or Kalinga is well known from the earliest paintings on
the rock shelters and caves. These form of ancient art are
marked from the time of pre-historic of culture, Odisha. The
Cave art of Sitabinji of Kendujhara district as Ravanachhaya
and Gudahandi in the cave of Kalahandi, these culture Ashokan
elepahant in Dhauli and Jaugarh inscripition of separate rock
eddicts and the Hathigumpha inscription and Ranigumpha
culture of Kharavela are before pre-christian era. Sculptural
art and paintings are found continuing from the earliest times
till the present days. The paintings, engravings are indigenous
colours that depicts the natural scenes including human figures,
animals and scenes of socio-cultural themes.
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Painting tradition with its origin in such a remote past
must have continued all through the ages but the remains are
rare mainly due to fragile and defaceable pigments used on
the rough surface and ravages of nature. Time is the greatest
killer of the culture. Thus, paintings, being on the surface of
stone and other materials must have been damaged by the
vagaries of nature and by the human vandalism through the
vicissitude of time. To our good fortune the rock shelter painting
of Sitabinji in Keonjhar district is a lone surviving specimen of
the Gupta period. This gives an idea about how rich the painting
tradition in Odisha. The paintings in the sanctum of some
temples of South India relate that some important temples of
Odisha must have depicted the paintings. The painting tradition
in the early and late medieval period continued in the same
plane in the inner surface, being repainted in several cases
obliterating the originality. The wall paintings of temples
monestaries and convents are innumurable. But the new
structure bring decline the ancient architecture .

Scribing on palm leaves is as old as the literary tradition.
The engraved palm leaves on account of their fragility, tropical
climatic condition and high humidity cannot survive long and
lack of scientific preservation fall prey to termites and insects.
Hence, the method of copying them from time to time has been
continuing. It is really difficult to say whether lllustrations of
palm leaves developed with the regional literature, But the
availability of some jam texts of 9/10™ century AD. (preserved
in Lucknow Museum) reveals with a greater degree of
exactitude the continuity of palm leaf illustration. These seem
to be earlier than the development of the regional languages.
However in Odisha the earliest illustrations on palm leaves
from the 15™ century A.D. onwards (Suryavamsi Gajapati
period) when Odiya language along-with scripts of its own came
to lime light The earliest and the monumental works of the
Gajapati period are Ramayana, Mahabharata etc. in Odiya
language as well as in Odia.

A new phase of development occurred in culture with
the occupation of the state by the fanatic Muslims. They caused
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irreparable damages to our sculptural and architectural
treasures, but on the other hand, did not damage our regional
language, rather enriched it with a lot of Persian and Arabic
words which still remain a part of our language as well as in
the administrative structures The landlords and feudal
chieftains ruling under Afghans and the Mughal rulers were
presenting jewels, money along-with highly embellished and
calligraphically written manuscripts or painted manuscripts of
the court poets scholars to their overlords for appreciation and
recognition. Examples in this regard are many during the Bhoi
dynasty of Khurda. One issue in this connection may be made
clear here that pata painting tradition is more sporadic in its
distribution in Odisha. It is completely different from the palm
leaf miniature paintings which appear to be more indigenous,
more minute, more attractive and heart-throbbing done by
means of stylus using the vegetable colours though styles of
both the Schools in articulation are different. From about 17"
century onwards palm leaf paintings seem to have been
influenced by the patta tradition. Whatever might be the fact
there was interchange of ideas between the artists of two
schools. Both developed their unique styles over the ages.

Pata and palm leaf artists are same. In Puri and nearest
artist village they are even today engaged in both the paintings.
In fact, a manuscript of Gitagovinda dated to 1688 AD.,
maintaining perfectly indigenous colour combination, perfect
proportion and symmetry of the figures flowing literary diction
instantly attract the attention of scholars. These illustrations
prompt some scholar to think possitive of Odisha Patta and
Palm leaf painting of Gitagovinda.

The Orissa State Museum at Bhubaneswar is the biggest
repository of palm leaf manuscript of the state. More than four
hundred illustrated manuscripts of different sizes are spreading
over a period of five centuries.
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Manuscripts of Gitagovinda

The total number of Manuscripts available in the
website of National mission for Manuscripts
(namami.com) is 2357. Besides there are other
Manuscripts available which seems to be not be
recorded.

In this study in order to avoid prolixity it is
refrained from giving the detail list which run to more
than hundred pages. Under the circumstances the
list of Manuscript in good condition and complete
are enumerated for the use of scholars. Secondly list
to that effect along with commentaries are given
below:-

The Manuscript of Gitagovinda is worldwide
for which the scripts are many. They are enumerated
in tabular form for detailed information.
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1. ﬂﬁﬂa‘ﬁﬂ‘ﬂﬁﬂ Gajapati Purusottama | 1470- Published
Deva 1497 |
2 syt TD.10961-2
3. A=A () Krishnanath 1652 | Ptd. Partly in the Sanskrit Decca 2197
Sarvabhauma AD. Sah Parishat Paterika, 10.4203,XXV1.p.81
Bhattacharya son of Culeutta, XIII,1ff.{This work
Durgadasa was composedby the
a.jointlywith his wife
Vaijayanti ) |
4. IS Narayana Mishra A Musical Poem
intendedfor dance at
thefestival in puri by
Marayan of 18" Century.
See WV Raghavan, Bhoja's
Srngara Prakasha , 1963,
p.551;als0 J. of the
Madras Music
Academmy,|V.p.(6
5. T Shishu Sankara 1665 Kavya similar to Gita
AD. Govinda. See Proceedings
of AIOC , XVl .
Annamalainagara,
1955,p.176
6. T, Candra Datta Poem on the Model of Gita
Govinda by Maithila
Chandra Datta .
Indian Museum , Culcutia
(IM.392.3779) ; Notices of
Sanskrit Mannuscripts by
Rajengra Lal Mitra ,
Culcutta 1871-80.11
Volumes Vol X and X| are
by Hara Prasad
Sastri{L.2363) ; Bihar and
Odisha Reserch Society,
Patna, (Mthila , Vol
Lii.22) ; Oudh VINL.20 ;
Punjab University Library,
Lahore (Pul.lLp.251)
7. EadbiLLh Somanalh 1881 | Pld Rajaslhana Puralana | A Kavya in Imilalion of
Granthmala 16. The Edition | Gitagovinda by
has used a different ms. In | Somanatha. Bikaner 3106.
Gujarat Vidyasabha, Rep.Raj.&C.I. p.51
Ahmedabad, dated 1580
AD.
8. Wnﬂﬁ[:g.! I 1652 A.D | Ptd. (1) Msngaladaysm | CD.1719-20, Granthapura
Press, Trichur, 1914 (2)In | p-B4, Nos. 1719-20
Malayalam Script with Trav.Uni.BOS (inc). 12597
Malayalam Trans. By P.C. | Visvabharati. 1060
‘asudeven Elayath, -C. Hiadini by a Anananta
Kakkasery, Kerala, 1965. Narayana Sastrin.
(This is a Musical Kavya, MT.2740(Sarga-9)
composed by King -C. Vipanchika by
Manadeva, Zamorin of Chitrabhanu
Calicut; called also MT.5274 (inc.)
Krishnattam; enacted o this
day at the temple at
Guruvayur in Kerala , is the
besis of and model for
Kathakali). On its music and
enactment . see V.
Raghavan , Ragas of
Kerala, J. of the Music
Academy, Madras, XIV
(1943) pp.135-9 and
K.Kunjunni Raja ,
Krishnattam , ibid. XXIX
(1958). Pp.121-9
2 Vellamkonda Ramara Pid. Pamdipadu ; Bapatla, 1910,
S TR Shastri son Mohanara,:ana of See Br.Mu?PHd. 19%2-28.85-*
Pamdi and I0. Pid Bhs. 1938.p.1375
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10. gt Narayana Tirtha Ptd.(1) in Telugu Script. Musical Kavya in 12
b Madras. 1868.1917 (2) Tarangas by Narayana
Madras. 1901 (3)with C. by | Tirtha Disciple of Shiva
I in in Gratha | R da Tirtha.
Script , Kumbhakonam AS.p.50 , Bumnell 168a
1920 (4) in Devanagari, (2mss; 1 fr. Not fraceable
Vavilla Ramaswamin inTD) 103881, MD.
Sastrulu and Sons, Madras, | 11887 . 19172,
1953, See Br.Mus. Ptd.Bks. | MT.389.5028,
1938.p.1375. -C. by Venkatesha
assisted by Govinda Dixit,
MT.4064 (inc.).5587 (inc)
11. W Iswarpuri The Bhakti Ratnakara of This book is not available at
Narahari Chakravartin tells | present either in print or in
us (Ch.xii) that lswarapuri | Manuscript.
composed this book in
Sanskrit at the house of
Gopinath Acharya , the
brother in law of great
scholar Vasudeva
Sarvabhaurma. (Vaishnava
Faith and Movement in
Bengal, Dr.S.K.De,p.25).
12, »ﬁ?m]fasﬁm Agnichit Nityananda Published Odisha Hist Res.J V-
i.p115
m 1550-68 Muszical Kavya Q.in Gita
1. AD Prakasha of Krishna Dasa
(1559-68 A.D.) of Odisha .
See Odisha Hist., Res. J.
WII.2.p.75,J.0f Music
Academy, Madras
XXIX. 1958, p.144
i See V. Raghavan, Later! ita A Musi a Y I
14. Tk Narayana Mishra Uteratis wrCeLﬂwscaAngsmy. Suithe. Protaneie gun; o
Madras, [V.p.76; Sangeet Natak single Raga) Kawralna Marayana
Akademy Bullgtin 16.1961.p.8 Mishra. @ in Sangeeta Sarani of
Bhoja'sSmpara Prakash (1963) Marayana MT.3296 (pp.30-34)
551
15. m; Dinabandhu Mishra It has been incorporated in | Also in the name of
the Bhaktiratna Malika, a Krishna Stavah a Musical
collection of Sanskrit varses | on thedeity at Guruvayur
and songs of differant in Kerala, Trav.Uni.1103B.
authors on Bhakti . The
Bhaktiratnamalika,
published by Rajaballabha
Mishra praserves fube
Musical compositions of
Poet Dinabandhu Mishra .
(Ref,A Study on the
Imitations of Geeta Govinda
by B li Ratna)
16. TR Viswanatha 1664 It is an antholagy of Bengali
Chakravarthin AD. Valshnava Lyrics.
(Ref;Sanskrit Lyrics of
Bengali Vaishnavism by
Sukumar Sen K B Pathak
Commemaration
Volume.p.417
17. Wﬁ'ﬂlﬁﬁﬂ Vasudeva Ratha 1423 | Itis a Historical Champu Far a summary of it see
Somayajin AD. |Kavyain 10 Parichhedas on | Rep.Hpr.1895-1900,pp18-12
(Fferrm) the Ganga Dynasty or Adyarll.p.20a. Adyar
Odisha . D775, Cuttack 40,
MT. 3030,
RASB.IV 3079(inc),3080.
She also Proc. Of Indian
History Congress
HVLpp.181-3,
GOML.R.4350/51.No.18181
18 | Relyone Pubiched b om S o

Siva and Parvati; in imitation of Gita
Gowvinda by Kalyana

BBRAS. 1186, Bhaudgji &7
Owf 128a. Saraswali Mahal
Benaraz, 1418-30, p.72 (no. B03),
tﬁ;? Uni 5353, Ljain pd2 Mo,
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Nanjaraja

1736-
1773
AD.

Ptd. M.R. Sakhare,
Belgaum, 1936

It is Kavya in 6 cantos; 24
songs, in  imitation of
Gitagovinda by King
Manjaraja son of Viraraja
of Kalile, Mysore;
Sarvadhikari  during  the
reian of Krishnaraja 11 of
Mysore.

See V. Raghavan, The
Hindu, Madras, 16.8.1936
p-10  Hz293, Extr69
(Charugita), MT.4286 (b)
(4 cantos only)Mysore
1.pp.245 (a wrongly given
as Rajasekhara). 641 (with
C.). One more ms. Was
with MR.Telang (late),
Karwar.

-C.  Smananandini by
Kasipati MD.10185.
MT.7506,  Mysore 8,
Mysore 1.p.641, Taylor
1.86

yitenifn (Mg

Chandra Shekharendra
Sharaswali

1783
AD.

Ed By Dr.\ Raghavan,
Kamakoti Muth, Kanchi,

1969 (with Ramashtapadi)

21

Ramabhatta or Ramjit

Adyar D.V.1051,
TD.10852

Ptd. Ahamedabad 1899

It is Kavya in 12 cantos in
imitation of Gitagovinda; by
Rama Bhatta or Ramaijit, son
of Sri Nath Bhatt.

Ben 34, BORL344 of 1884-

87,
BORILD.XILL.173.NP.II.BS
Of. 128k,
RASB.VILS215,5216;
Rep.Hpr.1806-11,p.8
Rigb.344.

22

5ri Harsha

Chaturbhuja

5B 314( Saraswati Vawan
Library, Benaras)

A Kawvya in 13 Chs By
Chaturbhuja written at the
instance of Simhadalana
Ray, contempaorary of
Jehangir. Hpr.Ill.App.p.8,
Nepal |l.pp.39-40.

24,

Krighna Datta Jha

1782
AD.

Ptd. With C.Bhavadipika by
Harshanath Sarman.

N.S Prass, Bombay, 1903,
See 1O
Ptd.Bks.1938,p.911.1368.

Kavya composed in Saka
1704 at Kasi by Krishna
Kavi, son of Bhavesha of
Mithila, Jha B.61.73 (Both
with G}, Mithila.I1.iii.38

- by Harshanath Jha,
Jha.B.61.73

25,

Madhusudana

D.LXXI.2
. Madras)

{DR.V.Raghay

Balabhadra Mishra

America 1656

27.

et

Krishna Datta

Shankara Mishra

1782
AD

Pid, Bombay

A Kavya in imitation of
Jayadeva's Gitagovinda
Written in Kasi. Mithila
11.ii.38.
(RelV. W Karmbelkar)

it At
(% 0w )

Bhanudatta son of
Ganapali

Ptd . Grantharatnamala
Vol 1. 1888, See
10.Pid Bks, 1938 pp.911.963

Anandasharama 5217(an.)
Alwar 1110, Extr 246
B.I1.80/
Bikaner. 2856 BL52(With
C)

Cs.V1.47. Harshe P.43
(sarga ), IM.3773,
10,5847,

I 58; Mithila 1Lii. 47,
Pul.ll.p.254, Ujjain.|l.p.g2.
{an.}

Aetdtat: (13 &)

Tirumal Bhatta

Kavya i 13 Sargas.
Jodhpur 204, Rice 270. Stingan
177 (an.)
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31

Ramabhadra

VW, Karmbelkar

(e

Raghunath Bhatta
Goswamin

Hpr.1.68

Kavichandra Kamala
Lochana Khadgaray

Sangita Chintamani is a
Kavya in imitation of
Gitagovinda written by
Kamala Loacha son of
Krishna Khadgaray and
Grand son of Govinda
Kavibhushana ; in the 2™
Verse here a . salutes
Chaitanya.
CPB.6150-6151. K.96

i

=
+ (ST )

Songs of Vishnu on the
Model of Gitagovinda,
given as an appendix to
Atmavilasa,
NCC.l.p.5Ta

BORI.323 of 1884-87,
BORLD.IX.i.149.150.

TieAfEIrE, ()

Vamsamani

1655
AS.

Musical Play, with sangs in
vemacular written during
the Tulapurushadana of
Pratapamall Deva of
Kathmandu by
Vamsamam, son of
Ramachandra, a Mithila
Brahmana of Vilwapancha
Family.

Slightly mare dramatically
elaborate than the
Gitagovinda and contains
Sutradhara, Prastavana
elc. Nepal.1.p.13 Preface
Ploouvi 103:
Rep.Hpr.1895-1900.p.18

36.

Sn Shyama Rama Kavi

Ptd.And published by the
Director, Mithila institute,
Darbhanga, 1968 edited by
Babu Mishra

The Manuscript is
available in the Library of
Ganganath Jha Research
Institute, Allahbad.

37.

Kavi Krishna Dasa
Badajena

In 7 Chs. Music,
CfMT.3176 (d)

See Odisha

Hist. Res. J VIILi.pp73-T6
V.Raghavan

38.

Jagadhhara

The author was an
Advaitin, The work is
mentioned in the
Catalogue of Asiatic
Society of Bengal.
Vol V.No.282.

Raya Durga Nrupati

A mss. Of this work is
available in the Saraswati
Bhavan Manuscript
Library, Varanasi.

No. 43134,

See VW, Kambelkar

41,

Prabodhananda
saraswati

1958

Referrad in Sitarama \Vihar
Kavya

RASB.VII5257

It is obviously modeled on
the Gitagovinda and
devided into 15 cantos
upon the theme of Krishna
Sports with Radha

Auf. Cat. Cal. Part-l, 285a

Revaram Kayastha,
decended of the
Ministers to the Heihaya
Kings of Ratnapur.

CPB-1350-1352
-C. of Ratna Pradeep of
Ganapati CPB.4511

T, (i)

Govinda Das

[MCC Mentioned 11 names
of Govinda Dasa and the
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works are —

1)Premabdhi Rasa Kanika
BORI.D.IX.ii.524
2)Ashtaprahara Lila
Varnanam = Varendra, 1026
3)Krishnalila.BORI. 1435 of
1881-85

4)Gitagovinda — BORI.1436
of 1861-95

a5, Aterggan, (M) Kamala Lochana For an analysis of the work, | CPB.1353
( Khadgaray Ragas and Llas of the
verses, and an extract there
from see IHC XXV pp 98-
YR.A. Sastri |P.110/K.96.
The CPB Mss.ref. to above
are no in the Nagpur
Uni ity Collectoin.
46, H"ﬂﬂ!ﬁﬁ‘i‘{ Priyadasa, the preceptor | 1832 AD | Ref: History of Classical
of Viswanath Singh Skt Literature by
(1813-1854 A.D), the M. Krishnamachari p.3dd &
Maharaja of Reva under Aut. Cat, Part-1.629b.
the Jurisdiction of He refers Viswanath, the
Baghelghand State. author as the son of
Rajasimha . It has 16
canlos ( It has been found
from Trav.Uni.) with -C.
Vyanjnarth Chandrika by
Viswanath Singh
47, | e iR, | Upanishad Brahma Itis @ commentary of Up.Br.Mutt 68
% ) Yogin. Ramagita Ratnakara (See V. Raghavan. J. of
: | devided into Tarangas ; | the Music Academy,
Hence , calle Gita Taranga; | Madras. XXVIl,pp.125-6
each composad in units
Ashtapadis on Rama
i for singing. i .
SREEE Tayasenapi T e
Mss Library Edilion
49, A Gopala Goswami IM. 2876 (inc.)
50, TreTEEy Prabhakara Son of 1618 Bhr.142 intro.p.8
Bhudara AD. BORI.142 of 1882-83
51, i T Ramakavi | Mysore 1.p.246
52, | drEae (o @) Harishankara Hpr.11.53
53, m Gangadhara, the son of 1684 | A Manuscript of this work
Bitthala and Rukmani AD. is preserved in the
Dievi and was an collection of Nagpur
inhabitant of Nagpur. He University.
wrote this book for the MS.Acc.No. 1956 (26
pieasure of his patron folios)
king Danaji Bhonslein
the Saka year 1786
[He has composed
eighteen books amongst
them “Prasanna
Madhavam”
“Harililamrutakavyam’
“Rasakallolam” etc. are
most probably
influenced by the
famous Gitagovinda,
54, HTEEA| Chinna Bomabhupalah ﬁﬁu;:ﬁCal.Cat.PartdEQO
b).
55, T, Vedanta Sara Sangraha | Trav.Ad.Rep.1106.16
56. AT Laxmana Somayajin | Refto his Sitarama Bihar
Kavyam
10.3918; RASB, VII.5257
57. Al Abhinava Charukirti of 1256 | ltis a Jain Kavya on the CiNAKL 1360
I Simhapura written at the AD. | Model of Gitagovinda. it} Arah |.pp.8 (2mss.)
g T = instance of a Ganga 12.28
King Devaraja, iif) BORI 1360 of 1891-95
iv) Hombucca 259
v) Jinasena 43
vijLaxmisena p.d1
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vii) Moodbidri 1.254

viii) Mysore 1.p.246 (2mss;
one with Kannda C. and
another Sravanabelgola
46

(b).314.382.
-C_Moadbidri 1.254

-C. by Panditacharya a.
himself {?) Rice p.316
-See Prasasti Samgraha
pp.61-65 ; also NCC.l
Revisedadn pp.302-

3.jeerle

58, Ananta Narayana i)Burnel 61b.
iijTD. 10851

50, Bhisma Mishra (Hira i)RASB.VII 6235

Kavi of Mithila) ii)Mithila 11.iii.48.49
YOudh VIIL20
IV)RASB.VIILG235
60, Jayanarayan Ghosal of This work is otherwise | Auf.Cat.Cat.Part 1,650
Bhuswarga known as “sankari Triennial Cat. Of
Sangitam™ , This is SktMss.in GOML Val. IV .
mentioned by Aufrecht. It MNo 4587
has been published by
Calcutta Skt. Sahitya
Parishad, Calcutia.

61. Achyuta Ray Modaka -Anandashrama 7089
-See NCC.| Revised
edn.pp.74a.75b.

-01.by him in his Sahitya
Sara vyakhya, pp.384 458
of N5 Press edn
OML Mysare (334/458)
62. Sitikantha The first and second cantos | Rest of this work is not
of this work have appcared | found.
in two issues of the
“Manorama” Vol.V.No.2,
May 1965 and
Vol W Nos 425 June and
July 1965 edited by
Pt Ananta Tripathy Sharma
63. Sadashiva Dixit, the 1729-34 | Itis an imitation of Burnel 61b.
| pupil of Cokkonatha AD. Gitagovinda on the sports of | TD.10950
| Makhin of Tiruvarau Sundaresha at Madura. Ptd. | See Madras
Vanivilasa Perss , Srinagar , | Uni.J XXVILip177
19827
64. Rupa Goswarmi Itis a Bengal Vais . Kavya | AK489
in 42 songs on the sports of | Alwar.830
Krishna in Imitation of Extr 173
Gitagovinda . Sometimes ASP.319
altributed to Sanatana BORI.D.XNLi.209,210
Goswamin or to Rupa CE.X.B.28.29 (with C) 90
Goswamin. The text Decca. 268
contains the word Sanatana | D.2469, 2408,
, on the problem of 2541 ,3641(fr) 4560 (with
authorship see or “Heritage” | C)
Vol.IV, pp.3-10, S.K.De. RASB.VIL5183 (with
Vaishnava faith and C.5184,5185,5562 (&),
movement in Bengal ; Rgh.347:
p.B70. Ptd. (1) with Bengali | Vangiya p.193 {7Tmss.)
tranclesson . See -C. by Jivagoswami
Br.Mus.Ptd Bks.1876- (RASE.VIL.5186). Ptd. See
92 351 (2) Stavamala above under text.
K.M.84, pp.244-285 -C.Subodhini Bhattacharya
of Dani family (Cs.X.B.29)
Dececa.4507, RASB.
VIL5183
65. Sundaracharya Ptd. At Bombay. (See a
history of Classified Ski.
Literature by M.
Krishnamachariar, p.344
66. Kawiratna Purusottama Q. by Narayana Bhupala in | Dh.CPB.5584, MT.3234

Mishra

his Sangita Narayana

ABORLXV.p.131
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67. T e Ramakrishna , son of Edn. With meaning in Dutch
Devaijit of Gujurat ; later by Caland,
than the 12" Cent.A.D Anandasharama, 1917, On
his work see Wintarnitz,
JOMG.74,p.137 ; wint.
HILIl Part-1
(Eng.Tr.)Jpp.274-5; F.B.J.
Kuipen ; 8.K.Chalerjes
Vol.p.88.
68, TR Jiva Goswamin 1511-66 | It is a voluminous Sanskrit | Decca.3477;5K Ray 250,
AD. | workin prose , verse and SSPCILB.
sangs written by Vangiya p.184 (inc)
Jivagoawami. It is devided
into 70 Puranas on life of
Krishna.
Pid.{l) Devaki Nandana
Press, Brindavan, 1904 (2)
Calcutta 191318 (30 with a
C. and Bengali Translesson,
Murshidabad, 1880 (See
Br Mus.Ptd Bks.1876-
- 92.518)
69, Tifagatimg Wasudeva, patronized 16 Adyar.11.p.5a, Adyar D
by King Varman in Keral | Cent.AD. V507, GOML24,
Kumarpurama2s,(fr.)
M.D. 11838
MT.76(1-5inc.), 7153
Taylor.1.481
t0C. 1441
TRAAd.
Rep1108.36({Tcanos)
Trav.Uni 8383-C.C 23004
{inc)
T.998 A (inc)
70. T Krishna Datta son of 1782 It is story of Chandi in Devi
Bhavesha AD. Mahat ; in imitation of
Gita Govinda. L.2008
(L=Notices of Sanskrit
Manuscripts by
Rajendralala Mitra,
Culcutta, 1871-80.11
Wolumes. Volumes X & XI
are by Haraprasad Shastri.
(Calcutta)
71. T e Manjaraja son of Hz.293.
Viraraja Extr.60
72, [CEEERIECTl Vidyanatha Vachaspati, CsS.V1.224
patronized by lswara Oxf.138b.
Chandra Ray, Raja of (See IHQ.VILp.558)
Nadia
73. FEER Purusottama Bhatta 1550 Varendra, 1190 A
AD.
74. AT Raya Ramananda Ptd.
Pattanaik
75, Ereticere] Mukunda Bhatta NW.614 (A Catalogue of
Skt.Mss. in Private
Libraries of North-West
Proviences , Part-1,
Benaras, 1874)
Taylor 1.442
C. Pashana Panchaka
76. | ST, (Music Nataka | Hari Acharya Hpr.11.70
in 6 sargas)
77. ﬂm:‘rﬂgﬁ[ s (Kavyain | Kalidasa 1751 CPE 2106
12 Cantos) AD. L.2166
78. | FEEEAEEE (Kavya on | Ratnaradhya Guru T T e o . 10
Shiva in Imitation of Gita (Transeripl above wilh & beiel
Govinda) ot ]
Mysore llp.S
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79, T Srinivasacharya of Amarachinta VI1.2
Tirumalla Bukka Pattana
Family
80. GEECa Shi y Dasa The author of this book is 10.4190
. son of Durga Dasa in Ramakrishna referred in
AN 5 @015 00 | oy of his patron Kavi Jayadeva O Sri
the Rathayatra Festival | Gajapati Narasimha Gitagovinda p.66 by
at Puri) Deva Harekrishna
Chattopadhyaya (a Bengall
Bouk)
81, | wefaeny: (@geifaerd:) | Dhundi Vyasa - - Auf Cat Part 1 690 (686b)
82, Wﬁ'ﬂjm Jayadevacharya Cuttack-20
(Lyric Drama)
83, wefETfE (Matakam) | Sadashiva Udgata of MT.4222
\Vatsa Family
84, T, Narayana Mishra Itis mentioned by Dr, V.
Raghavana in his Bhaja's
Srngara Prakasha p.551
85. grEAAE e | 2RI Ptd With Bengali AK.489.
Translation. See Alwar 830
Br.Mus.Ptd.Books. 1876- Extr.173
92.351. (2) Slavamala. AS.p.319
K.M.B4.pp.244-250. - C.by | BORI.347 of 1884-87
Jivagoswamin, Alph.List BORLD.XII.
Beng.Govt.p.34. RASE. 1.208,210
VIL5186 (Ptd.) C5.X.B.28.28 (with C.).
- C Subodhini 90/Decca 286.
{composed in 1717 | D.2469.2508.2541.3641
A.D.) by Jagannatha | (fr.). 4507 {with C.).
Vidyanidhi RASB.VILS183 (with C)
Bhattacharya of Dani | 5184.5185.5562 (8).
Family. Cs.X.B.29. Rgb.347
Decca 4507, Vangiya p.183 (Tmss:
RASE.VII.5183. 1inc; One attributed to
Rupa)
86. S (99:) Naidhruva Kasyapa Gaugh p.141
Auf.Cat.Cat Part-1.837b.
87. | e Raghava Apakhandekar Resume of the Gitagovinda | BORI.XXIV.j.i,pp.34-36
of Puny in Arya Verse
88, eI Yatindra Raghuttama 1886 | Published and collected
Tirtha OSM, BBSR
89, W(Bhgnah} Kasipati Ptd. Book is available
ag, 'ﬂ?ﬁﬂ'{lﬁl{\ Satanjiva Mishra (Meant 1605 | See proceedings of 0OSM
by his son Anadi Mishra AD. International Sanskrit DIl Pref p. (i}
in his prologue to Conference Vol.li.p. 396 Extr.p.80
Manimala Natika) also Odisha History
Research Journal
Wol.IV.Nos.3&4 pp.60-66
91, AT Burnel 61b.
Auf.Cat.Cat Part-1. 628b
92, TEATEE] Dr.V.Raghavan referred.
93, E e e Vananagara OSM. 114188
Harichandan Proceeding ASB.1865.139
94, TrUTETEEAT Radhagovinda Mishra ( BORLILB.2843
Somewhere the auther Extr.p.11
was Krishna Dasa
Badajena Mohapatra)
a5, mﬂz‘q’q Shiva Srinivasa Suri Amarachinta [41 10.7134
Srinivasa Mahadesika) Mysore |.pp.255,269
Mysore M.D. VIIl.26418
Extr.pp.143-44 27188
Extr.pp.267 68
T.A4018(a)
96, Wﬁa‘r{ﬁ%ﬁq\ (Gayadina Kavi) | Altr. To Jayadeva: See Ind. | Allahabad 186 (5) I0.3916

Jayadev from Mithila

Ant. Vol XVIILP.28; alsosee
Banamali Rath, the first
Imitation of G.G.
isweswarananda
Indolegical Jouranl Vol X1

-Ptd. With the C. of

Mack 103

Oudh.V.6.58

New D.C.X1.42102

(inc)ii. 105375, 106607,
106771 (inc), 107691 (inc.)
Skt.Coll Ben.1897-1901,
p.237 {No.883 inc.)
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Hanumana Tripathin edt, By
Mandalal Sharma Sastrin,
Venk. Press, Bombay.
97. m Srikrishna Bhatt -By Upanishad Brahmendra | Allahabad.72. 110.112
(UP_Br.Mutt.inc.CF. SB.New DC.XLii. 106740
Ramagitavali (in a collection)
- By Krishnanath, Jaipur TD. 12337 XXVIL.2946
Mus. Ser.2.p.21 BOTI.401 of 1884-87;
-By Krishna Bhatta Rgb.401; UP.Br.Mutt.6 inc.
(BORIL401 of 1884-87, Jaipur Mus. Ser.2.p.21
Rgh.401
98, TR Narayanapanditacharya) Mysore N.D. VILB.24143
Vruttamani Extr.pp.426-27
Srinivasacharya
99, t[qqé}am[ Purusottama Mishra C.by his son Narayana MT.3234
Bhupala in his Sangita Baroda-1.10352 (inc)
y Oppert 1.6127.11.3780
100, T, (Y- Srikrishna See V. Raghavan in his RSVF.2898 (inc.), 2900
{ ) Bhatt/Purusottama Bhoja's Sringara Prakasha
Mishra p.551 [Ramavhyudaya
Mahaprabandha by
Ramabhadra Kavi, Tirupati
(RSVP). 2888 (inc.), 2800
101. TR T Upanishad Brahmendra TD. 10854 (inc.)
Up.Br.Mutt.68.225
SB.New.DC.V. 17404
102. mupﬂﬁﬁm Venkatappa Nayak Mysore OML.255
103. TS, Anadi Mishra OSMII.4174, 4712 Ulkala
Univarsity. 3022
104. TEEEL: (In 12 Cantos) | Madhava Mithila.ILiii. 131 (inc.)
105. wEf Narayana Bhanja 1974 OSM.11.4176.1V.3437
106. feftaifaan, Viswanath Varma -Ptd Book already collected
107. m asudeva 1423 Information given in NCC For a summary of it see
Somayajin/Srinivasa AD. Vol.V, page 192 in Rep.Hpr.1885-1900 pp.18-
Ganga i 19 Adyar.ll.p.20a. Adyar
D.W.775. Cuttack 40,
MT.3030. RASBE.IV, 3079
{inc.), 3080. See also
Proceedings of Indian
History Congress
XV.pp.281-3
108. AEHTHIHI Purusottama Mishra, -See Bhoja's Sringara
8 Court poet of kind F'ralmshaj.ﬁ "
Marayana of
Paralakhemundi.
109. e Author unknawn MM Haraprasad Shasti | - Auf.Cat Cat Part-lllp.4da
noticed an incomplete (W.B.)
manuscript
110. A faean Ffaseae Chandra Datta R.L.Mitra Vol VIl Part-l
(1883) p.BO
L.2305, 2361
Mithila.|1.iii. 149,151
111. GLd Manavikrama Kaviraja Granthapura p.176
Nos.3516-17
112, EERCIEG L Kavichandra Kamala Published The Manuscript of this
Lochana Khadgaray work noticed by Pandit
Kulamani Mishra (Ref.
Banamali Rath.
OSM.Paper Manuscript
113. mg{fagn’; Narayan Mishra See V. Raghavana
Sringara Prakash
114, sl Ananta Narayana Auf.Part-L637b
115. TTEYTE: Muni Vinaya Vijaya -See Preface to Krishna Giti
by Somanath edt, By
Priyavala Saha, Jaypur.p.8
116. Frerdifesnfersrn Meamgrae: | Chandra Sekharendra Eid. By Dr. V. Raghavan, Auf.Part | 655b.
Saraswati Kamakoti Math, Kanchi, Adyar D.V.1051
1969 (With F tapadi) | TD.10952
117. Tomemitetfammg: Bhaskara Auf.P.1l.p.155a. GOML
{Descr.Cat.by Chandra
Sekharan)
118. ﬁﬁf—hm Nityananda Published by OSM.BBSR -
119, [E AT Ratnaguru / Venkatapati Classified Inbox to the
Maik of Mysora Skt.Mss. in the Bombay
Presidency by
R.G.Bhandarkar. 163
120. YFTRHAE Vithaleswara 1530 See History of Classical -
) AD. | Literature by De and
Dasgupla
121. HHGHTHEH, Govinda Samantaray - Haraprasad Sastri 1911
Vol.IV Priface X(x.
122, W Raghunandana - A Descriptive Catalogue of
Skt.Mss by Haraprasad
Sastri Vol.|ll.pp.239-240,
123, e, Jaynarayan Ghosal 18985 A.D | Devovani Mudra Malaya,
Allahabad, Prabhat Sastri
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A Note of Musical Tradition of Jayadeva:
Jayadeva himself mentions the nomenclature of songs as
prabandhas. What is Prabandha?

UhE a¢: Ua¥:

319 fHerHa qemey Segad |

TSI I 4 T H T4 FRTE | - AT 3. ¢ Yy
BRag: I8 Hd §ogead |

T AT ST 9T || -

The musical composition on the lessons of the above four
elements with addition of beautiful notes, with contemplation
and care adhering the principles with application of instruments

is applied. To that effect
Dattila holds,

TG TTHTATCH GHTI&ereTT |
TFAGTERIT TSR | |
Abhinavagupta holds,
T T R T |
T is T and 9T is a9 or TaIael
The person that holds both is TG |
There are four types of musical instruments ?Fui’r, ‘\’IF'SR, AHG
and ¥1. When they all are synthesised in one harmony then
the symphony is called 3TTAIc. This 3TAT with WX, T and T8

is known as three types of @WR-Td, ATA-T4 and 8-+ |
Bharata says,

I TG Qe AISTT AR

TR Toerd TRAIREIT | 1R ¢/ ¢
ST THE AT e Wifaed T: |
TREM! o G TG || R ¢/ ]
IR CHE EEAERIRGIGIGRE G R
Faferereanfty seznfa e v S fe112.¢/ 2.2




238 A Note of Musical Tradition of Jayadeva:
Padas in different capacity are two fold fFeig: and 31Hdag:

I WUl s favea: |
ARGy Froareafgar qem i1 ¢/ ¢ &
QIO F 7 I Y&l [y |
Afeg fMeg = fgfad aq ue Tam 1¢/ 2 ¢

So also there is mention of TTIT&IU in the text of

‘Gandharvavedodhrthasara’
e T = TR HEReT |
YICIHICIATI FEfer i SATor | |
R (G Sal o I |
ATEd YelTers AT o WO | |
There is tradition of both singing and dancing of Gitagovinda.
This is evident from Chakradatta’s Bhaktamala where Jayadeva
Charita is written. This is as follows:

Tehal STde A=< |
T Fod M AIEITE aRA 1309

gf Fifrc ot o |
TR SFam TeIg T 8 113 ¢

Jayadeva himself mentions in his biographical notes regarding
singing of Gitagovinda by his intimate friend Parasara and

othes.
AT YA STaadh e |
RIYRIESREETHTS Friamfaraamoaawg | 12 /33

Even if at present the application of Gandharva is obsolete,
yet Jayadeva mentions his song as Gandharva. To be more
objective in this matter one could read the inscription of
Hatigumpa in Udayagiri cave of King Kharavela
(Bhubaneswar).

I T 9% gl UG HagITe 39 FHIST HRYATE
shierdfd TR | 1[Line no. 4-5 N.K.Sahu Utkal University History

of Odisha - P — 400]

In seventh century the king of Kangoda kingdom that situated
besides Chilika Lake now in Khurdha district of Odisha,
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Madhava Verma was a gandharva. He donated a village to
the playwright Narayana Bhatta, the composer of
VenisaCharanatakam. His scions were expanded to Java, Bali
of (Indonesia), Borneo and Burma. They propagated music in
those lands.
The composer of Sangita damodara, a musical treatise, was
composed by Sri Subhankaradeva. Subhankara is identified
as Bengali writer of 15" century. However in the eighth century
the Bhaumakaras had patronised music. During their reign

Murari Mishra a person from Puri wrote NHW Apoet
called Kaman was very famous. During ninth century the

Somavamsi kings adored them with the title of TI'—%TQWI’?[,
FHAHIR, HARIR], HITHIN, TARIL, AR and so on.

During the 11" century, there was a dancing hall in the
Brahmesvara temple built by the chief queen of Mahasivagupta
jajati, Kolavati. It presupposes that dance and music was taught
in the temple. The inscription of that temple certifies this fact.
The lines are as under,

T g TgUgal TSI |

Pl qauffTgpaaf: F: PR 1|
Sobhaneswara temple inscription of Niali of Cuttack district of
Odisha, speaks of dance and music as under,

TS AR T T o AT L
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Madhukesvara temple inscriptions are in Odia language. At
the time of bhoga, dance and music were performed to please
the God.
There are numerable instances of music, dance and song
performances in temples. To that effect the poet Jayadeva along
with his wife Padmavati were all performing in concerts and

dance festival. Nrisimha temple inscriptions of SriJagannatha
temple Puri, speaks of this particular activities.

FeheTehTeTehall HYUATY-Shel e Y- HYU-hTd SHifciard: |




240 A Note of Musical Tradition of Jayadeva:
Meghesvara temple built by Svapneswara deva has the
inscriptions composed by Udayana, speak of the kings
fascination for dance and music in the premises of the temples.
The Gajapati kings of Odisha were all the worshipper of act
and music. They adorn them as kavi, kavikanta etc, with their
name.

The musical Practices and their exhibition were made in the
temple courtyard of SriJagannatha temple and the Badadanda
during different festivals of the Gods. Gitagovinda retains the
classical of Oddissi music in his Mahakavya Prabandhas which
is evident from the references and discussions of
commentators. It is needless to mention how one could
accomplish divine experience through poetry and song.
Jayadeva to that effect mentions at the outset,

Ife; BT 9L 71 A faetraeaheny Fgec |
YL HI=I-TaTaeil U] qaT Stdd YL | 11.3

Poet Jayadeva certifies his poetry towards the end of the Kavya.

qgﬂméw@mﬁqﬂ awlarl |
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Again the same is explained through one allegory.

red} Areaiien | form=ar 7 vafq o : et | ehenty
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HTehS, | shve, ShT=Te | € = el Toe I=adf~< el
TTePEER YU STASTE FeeaaT: | 12 /9 ¢ ()

In both the slokas Jayadeva is overwhelmed to note that only
his poetry contains high order of thought and emotions. The
poetic embellishment is better than any mundane and heavenly
rasas. The aesthetic experience of Jayadeva’s poetry is
unparalleled. The musical notes and the rhythm of instruments
would excel the ordinary poetry. The confidences of Jayadeva
is due to the manifestation of divine love of the eternal hero
SriKrishna and the divine beloved heroine SriRadha for all
times to come.
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INTRODUCTION TO TRANSLATION

There are innumerable translations of Gitagovinda in
various languages of the world. The list is long which is evident
from the exhaustive list of Bibliography of the text. Here in this
work three translations of three important western scholars of
Gitagovinda are mentioned.

1 — Sir Edwin Arnold - 1956
2 — Lee Seigal - 1978
3 — Barbara Stoller Miller - 1971

% Sir Edwin Arnold a renowned poet and writer had many
poems and translations to his credit as he was at the out set of
the Principal of Deccan College Poona since 1956 and returned
to England in 1981. Who become a leader writer in Daily
Telegraph and translated Srimad Bhagavadgita and Savitri from
Mahabharata. The story of Nala and Damayanti was also
translated by him. His epic poem on Jesus Christ is known as
the Light of Asia in 1879. This work considered of sixty British
and Seventy American Editions towards the end of the 20th
century.

Of all his translations, the Gitagovinda was the first one.
His versification in translation of Gitagovinda is of an
impeccable quality. The nature of English language has an
epic style of writing in the Nineteen century. The Elizabethan
poetic language was adopted by Arnold. He admits that the
costume of Radha is far reflected in his European colurs is
his matter of concern. In an artistic style he holds, “The theme
of the Indian poet’s musical mystery — is found in the tenth
section of the Bhagavata. The Hindu literature and daily
discussion are full if this half divine, half human Krishna, are
turning in-to a religious canticle. Jayadeva might be sure that
every native audience, present and to come, would
understand his matter of the portration of love between Radha
and Madhava. The Gita is very popular in India; because of
its melodious versification and its ardent love picture than
the profound and earnest meanings, for the sake of which it
is imperfect and for exact Sanskrit Scholars of no account at
all. Further he says,
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“an English dress cannot — alas! — fail to destroy
something of the Asiatic grace of Radha; but in her own she is
radiant fascinating and angelic and seemed to teach a lession
so well worth repeating, that is imitation of Jayadeva has been
ventured upon.”

Sir Edwin Arnold’s volume of poetry entitled “Indian
poetry” contains many exquisite translations and adaptations
from Sanskrit literature. The first poem is rendering of
Jayadeva’s Gita Govinda. As has been well said: “Nothing could
be more graceful and delicate than the shades by which Krishna
is portrayed in the gradual process of being weaned by the
love of beautiful Radha, Jasmine — bosomed Radha, from the
allurements of the forest nymphs in whom the five senses are
typified.”

A breeze laden with flowers and spices seems to blow
through its pages. The supreme literary grace and musical
flow of diction makes the original poems unique in Sanskrit
literature, well brought out in Sir Edwin Arnold’s translation.
The very commencement strikes the key which is the very soul
of the poem.

“O Radha, Radhal! Take this soul, that preambles, in life’s
deep midnight to thy golden house.”

Arnold holds a panoramic view of the Gitagovinda as
follows:

The Gita Govinda then, or the Song at Govinda is a
Sanskrit idyll, or little pastoral drama, in which under the form
of Krishna, an incarnation of the God Vishnu the human is
displayed in a relations alternately with earthly and celestial
beauty. Krishna at once human and divine is first seen attracted
by the pleasures of the senses (personified by the
shepherdesses in the wood), and wasting his affections upon
the delights of their illusory world. Radha, the spirit of
intellectual and moral beauty, comes to free him from the error
by enkindling his heart a with a desire for her own surpassing
loveliness of form and character. Under the parable of a human
passion too glowingly depicted by the Indian poet for exact




INTRODUCTION TO TRANSLATION 249
transcription the gradual emancipation of Krishna from
sensuous distractions and his union with Radha in a high and
spiritualized happiness, portrayed. This general interpretation,
at any rate, though dispute by certain authorities, is maintained
by Jones, Lassen and others. Have been following, not without
occasional difficulty but in the subjoined version.

Lassen thus writes in his Latin prolegomena: To speak my
opinion in one word, Sri Krishna is here the divinely-given soul
manifested in humanity. The recollection of this celestial origin
abides deep in the mind, and even when it seems to slumber
drugged as it were by the fair shows of the world, the pleasures
of visible things, and the intoxication of the senses it now and
again awakes...full of yearning to recover the sweet serenity
of its pristine condition. Then the soul begins to discriminate
and to perceive that the love, which was its inmost principle,
has been lavished on empty and futile objects. It grows a-
wearied of things sensual false, and unenduring; it longs to fix
its affection on that which shall be stable, and the source of
true and eternal delight. Sri Krishna to use the imagery of this
poem thrones Radha In his heart, as the sole and only one
who can really satisfy his aspirations.....”

Seigal says, “Radha is supreme in beauty, with a loveliness
which is at once celestial and yet enshrined in earthly mould.
Her charms lift the mind to heavenly contemplations and the
God of Love, Kama borrows his best weapons from them, She
is loveliness and pitiful even towards her erring and lingering
lover; she would meet him in returning she could, she grieves
more than she blames; and once reconciled, is beyond
measure tender. The remedy for the illusions of sense samsara
is placed by all Hindu philosophers in the understanding of
true existence, and Radha, in my judgment, represents this
remedy being the personified contemplation of the divine
beauty and goodness. Such contemplation flies from and
disowns the mind possessed by sensual objects, but goes to
meet and gladly inhabits that which consecrates itself, as
Krishna'’s does. ID the higher love... It bewails its separation
from the soul, as that which was its natural dwelling-place
before the changeful shows of mortal | to banished it; and this
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is the mystery of mutual attraction between the mind and mental
beauty, that the memory of the divine happiness does not die,
but is revived by the recognition of truth, and returns to the
perception of what things in love are worthless, and what are
real and worthy. The affection of Radha is jealous, and grants
no, the full sight of her charms, until the soul of its own accord
abandons its preoccupations, and becomes filled with the
desire of the true love. But upon the soul thus returning she
lavishes her utmost tenderness; whereof to be the recipient is
to have all wishes fulfilled and nothing tacking to be tripta ‘well-
contented,” Such, in my opinion, is the recondite significance
of this poem, hidden under imagery but too luxuriant. The Indian
poet seems indeed, fo have spent rather more labor in depicting
the phases of earthly passion than of that intellectual yearning
by which the mind is lifted to the contemplation of divine things:
but the fable of the loves of Govinda and Radha existing from
antiquity, and being universally accepted, philosophy had to
affix its doctrines to the story in such a way as that the vulgar
amours of those popular deities might present themselves in a
nobler aspect.

Nothing in the way of exposition needs to be added to
these words.

The great variety of measure in the original has been
indicated by frequently varying the metre of this paraphrase,
Without attempting to imitate the ornamental alliterations,
assonances, and recurring choruses. The Gita Govinda, with
these refrains and the musical accompaniments named and
prescribed by the directions embodied in the text, must have
been a species of Oriental opera. This raises the difficult and
little-studies subject of ancient Hindu music, upon which a
passing word or two may not appear impertinent Sir William
Jones says. When [ first read the songs of Jayadeva who has
prefixed to each the name of the mode in which it was to be
sung, | had hopes of procuring the original music: but the
Pandits of the South referred me to those of the West. and the
Brahmans of the West would have sent me to those of the
North, while they of Nepal and Kashmir declared that they had
no ancient music, but imagined that my notes of the Gita
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Govinda must exist where the poet was born (Sir W Jones.
vol. |. p. 440).

Now the reason why this illustrious scholar could not find
the score of the “Gita”, was that music was always taught orally
by the Hindus and therefore did not pass down from the old
minstrels in any noted form. Yet there existed an elaborate
science of melody among the ancient Indians, although, like
the Greeks understood little or none about harmony. The
distinguishing feature of Hindu airs was, and still is, an
extremely fine gradation of notes: me semitone could be
accurately divided into demi-semitones by the ear and voice
of a practiced Gundharb or Goonee. This even now imparts a
delicacy to the otherwise monotonous temple-singing, which
all musicians would recognize. They might find in such treaties
as the Sungeet Durpun, Ragavibodha Rag-mala or the Chaplet
of melodies, complete the curious explanations of the Hindu
orchestra in the fantastic system of the old Aryan composers
establishing six ragas, or the divine fundamental airs having
each five wives or ragnees. Each of these producing eight
melodious children; so that the orthodox repertory contained
two hundred and forty separate songs. These songs have their
fixed occasion, subject and season; all to be reverently
observed: otherwise the deity presiding over each was not
thought likely to attend and give perfect effect to the music.
These lyric divinities are personified and described in such
works as the Ratnamala: thus Gurjjari- a melody frequently
indicated here by Jayadeva is represented as a feminine
minstrel of engaging mien, dressed in yellow bodice and red
saree, richly bedecked with jewels and enthroned in a golden
swing, as the third wife of the Raga Megh. Musical science
was divided into seven branches:- Surudhyaya or sol-fa-ing,
rag or melody, tal or time, nrit or rhythmical dancing, aurth or
poetry, bhav or expression, and hust or answering to method,
“touch” The gamut contained seven notes singularly named-
Su was suruj, the scream of the peacock; ri was rikhub, the cry
of the parrot; gu was gundhur, the bleat of the sheep; mu was
mudhun, the call of the crane; pu stood for punchum and the
note of the Koll; dhu for dhyvut, the neigh of the horse; and ni
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for nikhad, the trumpeting of the elephant. Endless subtleties
characterized their musical terms thus, tal, or “time”, is a word
made up of the first letters from fand the dance of Mahadey,
and /as, the dance of Parvati, his consort. Through these are
mere etymological niceties, characteristics of the hard
language in which one single word may be written in a hundred
and eight ways. Enough has been said to show from sources
which are perhaps somewhat out of general reach, that a
special accompaniment of music was prescribed for the Gita
Govinda when composed. Which when recovered would add
immense interest of the Sanskrit Canticle: an indeed, even at
present, any competent inquirer into the existing melodies of
India quite popular and sacred, might be rewarded by many
exquisite airs worth the ear of European maestri themselves.
The Indians of today have still their dhoorpuds, or heroic
ballads; their kheals, ghuzuls and rekhtahs, the love-Songs of
Mogul derivation: their dadras and nuktas. Serenades of Hindu
origin; the luppah, hummed by Hindi and Punjabi camel driver;
the lerana, or song without words;’ the pelna, or the cradle-
song; the sohla, or marriage-strain; the stooti or eulogistic
chants; and the zikri, which are hymns of morality. Probably
among these some echoes of the antique melodies of Jayadeva
may be preserved: at any rate, such alist and it might be largely
extended to show that the Indian music well merits professional
study.

“ LEE SEIGAL

Lee Seigal did Gitagovinda study in Oxford University
under the guidance of Prof. R.C. Zachner. After his sad demise
Dr. Richard Gambrich could supervise his work. The book was
published by Oxford University Press in 1978. His study of
Gitagovinda and traditions are after hundred years of Sir Edwin
Arnold. The language is quite necessary as it was a long
departure of hundred years from Arnold. Lee Seigal on the
background of love of Western paradigms developed and
shown the transition of Oriental concept of love. Basically in
the eyes of St. Augustine the most famous Arch Bishop the
concept of Christian love from the Bible is quite interesting. In
the fitness of things Jesus is the first person to propagate love
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and the introducing lines of Bible of the New Testaments give
stress on love. Ever though Buddha who could not tolerate
sorrow of people propagated his dharma for the love of people.
Through these are all divine and human love, but long before
this dialogue in a love mantra of Rigveda of dvasuparna one
enjoys and the other bird ralishes the enjoyment of fruit of the
first one. This is really the love in which one is happy in other’s
enjoyment. The acting of hero and heroine give pleasure to
the connoisseur. The connoisseurs are like the birds who see
and enjoy. The theory of Bhattanayaka is like

SHTTRIEISINTT | Because the theory of identity is hither to

applied as HIaah@HIsiehd AR : but the love of Sri Radha and
Sri Krishna is both divine and profane. The relish is divine

FeHT</ JaTsaicderal: But the act of love and love sport is
profane. It is quite physical, here the physical activities are
steps or initiative to rise over to spiritual love. The love does
not have any climax to fall. It is always rising. Gita Govinda
only composes the rise of love and left unfinished. It is never
saturated or stained or withered in the lapse of time. It is an
ever blooming lotus with unending petals. Like this Seigal
irrespectively western or eastern always tries their best to open
the petals again and again. But each time it gives new aroma
and newer fragrance. That is the acid test of love for which the
aesthetic pleasure is derived by the connoisseur. There is no
question of vulgarity or nudity. which suggests the delicacy of
poetry. Jayadeva’s poetry is viewed by Lee Seigal as devotion
turned love for this divine duo. He hold, “Jayadeva expresses
not only Radha’s love and loving for Krishna, but in Juxtaposing
implies at least any analogy between the sacred and profane
dimensions as well as an analogy between the aesthetic,
dramatic dimension of love and the actual, psychological
dimensions. Such juxtaposition is less typical of the literary,
country tradition than of the tradition of the vernacular literature
which reflectes popular ideas and expresses popular
sentiments.

Lee Seigal travels from western concept of love to Indian
mood of pranaya. At the outset he impresses on love with
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classical thought. He says, the expression of love in these
terms, this two is to motif, occur throughout the literature of
secular love, Isolde speaks to Tristan: “We are one life and
flesh.... You and |, Tristan, and Isolade, shall for ever remain
one and undivided ..... | am your ..... you are mine ..... one
Tristan and Isolade:” The Tristans of gottfried non strassburg,
trans; A.T. Hatto (Hourmonds worth, 1960), P. 282. He quotes
Gerlac Peterson speaks to God: Thou givest me thy whole
self to be mine whole and undivided .... Thou art in me and in
the thee, glued together as one and the selfsame things which
henceforth and forever cannot be divided. He says: The
distinction between the sacred and the profane of the love; in
the feeling or yearning of the lover, but only in the nature of
the beloved. It is sacred because it is directed to God,
consecrated in God and by God. God manifests himself is
different from preface. The act of manifestation is hierophancy.
God, the sacred, becomes manifested within the self, the
profane, man manifests God in himself. Therefore he says ‘I
by thy Grace enjoy Thee in myself and myself in Thee.” so
Seigal quotes their ideas from authors like Tristan of Gottfried,
Gerlaci Petri — Ignitum cum Deo Soliguim, Mircea Elide,
Kierkegand, Denish de Rouglment, on the love in Westorn
world. John Gower, Je Cuideque Madame

Transcending the Christian theology he shows how there
is a distinction between ‘Eros’, and Plato’s word for love and
Agape, Paul’s word for love. The protestant theologian Anders
Nygreon has argued that profane love, sensual love has
nothing to do with sacred and does not merit any place in a
discussion of religious love. The centric concept of love has
nothing to do with the love of the Kavyas, or the profane. The
love of sacred and profane are different and not analogues.

But the later authors hold that the sacred and profane
are different and yet analogues. The opinion of Origen in his
“The Song of Songs”, commentary, Homilies is quite pragmatic
and acceptable. He holds, “Human love is a smile for divine
love; the charms remain between the sacred and the profane,
a reflection of gap between spirit and flesh, eternity and
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temporality, heaven and earth, but the human is like the divine,
the dynamics of love are the same in both realms. On the
authority of Paul Orthodox, theology could be expressed in
the language of human love, the Song of Songs could be
interpreted as a sacred epithalamion, a description of the
nuptial rites between Christ and the Church, an allegory of
love. In the third century Origen interpreted the Song of Songs
not only as a marriage song of Christ and the Church. But also
as a celebration of the union of the individual soul and the
world:

Human love of the physical passion, because the perfect
analogy for divine love is spiritual passion, Lee Seigal quotes
the view of R.C. Zeahner, in his “Mysticism, sacred and profane”
(1961 pp- 151-2)

This is absolutely appropriate for just as the human body
knows its sensation compared in a sheer joyful intensity to
that which the sexual act process for a man and a woman in
love. The mystical experience of the soul in the embrace of
God be utterly beyond all other spiritual joys. The sexual image
is, moreover, particularly apt since the man both envelops and
penetrates the woman, is both within and without her, just as
God who dwells at the deepest point of the soul also envelops
it and covers it within each dimension.

Similarly; De IV Gradibus Violence caritatis [cited by N.J.
Perella, The Kiss sacred and profane, (Berkeley and Los
Angeles, 1969) p. 35.

...They are not the same in spiritual and carnal desires.
In spiritual desires, the greater the love the better itis; in carnal
desires, the greater the love the worse it is.

In the connection of love the opinion of western world is
divided as has been shown earlier. Some say that the difference
between sacred and profane, some say the physical love is a
step ahead of sacred love. If it is divine it is sacred and if it is
humanly it is profane.

Since the paradigm of love is more or less manifested in
man, the human feelings and human limitations are quite
obvious. In Indian context love is different. The pletonic theory
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of Aristotle, the libido theory of emotion of psycholo analysis
on group psychology and the analysis of ego of Sigmund Freud,
the Eros of Freud are all on the crude feeling of the emotion
and it is a manifestation through sex and sexual desires. Freud
holds, libido is analogues to hunger Eros is more
encompassing. It is co-hesive power; it seeks to force together
and holds together the portions of living substance. It is the
life between instinet the bond of union in existence, at work
within the organism and between organisms.

The Indian tradition of love:

As quoted by Chandidasa which is very much appropriate.
There can | describe

What is love

And when it is born

And where it is seen

And who found it

And how?

There is now reference of the word love where the hero
and heroines address each other. It is never uttered, but it is
always suggested. All the Alankara Sastra explain how to know
the attraction of nayika.

Love has no place in the Upanisads, in Gita. In the
philosophical system, Jnana, Bhakti and Vairagya
predominates Indian life and literature for a pretty long period.
But there is element of love as mentioned earlier in very mystic
way in ST g, TeXaT-3a4, I9-T1 sukta of Rigveda.
Similarly in Brahadanyaka Upanisad there is mention of human
sexuality in microcosm and macrocosm. Sexual union is based
upon a cosmic paradigm and can be a re-enactment of sacred
history, such as; | am the life breath, you are the speech; you
are the speech, | am the life breath; | am the sama veda you
are the Rigveda; | am the heaven, you are the earth.

STEARTRI STHISEHIGT 1 o ; TT SIS HHTEAIE s,
wi<E gRrdh @M, ... Brhad Aranyaka Upanisad VI1.4/20

Lee Seigal has shown the evolotion of love and the
panorama of love through ages; Samhita’s Aranyakas and
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Upnisadas. In order to avoid prolixity it is refrained from details
discussion.

In Tantric text the concept of Siva and Sakti is introduced
with Ardhanariswar. Bhartrhari’s Srigara Sataka. Besides there
is love description in Ramayana, Mahabharata, innumerable
stories in classical literature of Kalidasa, Ashvaghosa, Bhasa
Bhasa, Magha, Bhatti, Sriharsa and so on. Besides there is
rich puranic tradition, where the episode of love is plentily
available. The picture of devi therefore is the ideal of human
beauty.

In the worship of Goddess the Voluptuousness of human,
which had always been a relished theme of Kavya, because
sacred — praise and adoration of Devi’s full blossomed breast
and theigh her flowing hair and lotus, face, her eyes and
sidelong glances, her ornaments and graceful limbs, became
a means to liberation. Her devotees dissolve the union of soul
and body and savors the sweetness called Supreme Brahman.

Seigal takes recourse to the charyapadas. But they are
not all Bengali. They are common to Assamese, Odiya, Maithili
and Bengali. The language is sandhya (twilight) symbolic. This
sexual experience is equated with yogic experience. Seigal
exposes these theories for western readers about the sacred
and profane love and makes bridge thereof. Even if it is
deemed as secret for sahajiya guru, the love of Gitagovinda.
But Mahaprabhu Chaitanya tested day and night the song of
Gitagovinda (S.K. De) and received inspiration for the love.
Various traditions, religious, literary, folk, erotic, dramatic,
converge and coalesce in the Gitagovinda. It is one work of
ambiguously and ambivalently sacred profane dimension of
love.

Geothe in his letter mentions that, | can only write a short
note today [22/1/1802] to accompany the enclosed (copy of
Gitagovinda translated by Dalberg), which will be sure to give
you pleasure... what struck me as remarkable are the extremely
varied motives by which an extremely simple subject is made
endless.
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< Barbara Stoler Miller:

A scholar of Harvard University during her doctoral study
travelled widely in India. She found a temple inscription of
Gujarat as early as of thirteen century A.D. She concluded
that though the lyric poetry originated in eastern India in twelve
century yet, it become popular and spread throughout the
subcontinent. Famous commentaries and manuscripts exist in
every part of India. It's songs are an important part of devotional
music and literature of Odisha, Bengal, Assam and South India.
The songs are introduced in Kerala in the sixteenth century
and are still sung in temples there.

Barbara reminds the contention of some of the Indian
commentary to accept the love of SriRadha and SriKrishna as
the love of human soul for love of God. In a different view
Pandita Raja Jagannatha (1715 C.E) is not acceptable for
exposition of Rasa as the character of mother and father
respectively.

He says ............ I WHIGITaIS Q@S auisfy

TSI TGN : | STacdreieg Mamnfaifcuedy Thaused
TS gual He g S e g = afsreeiNrean qur ity

HHAH |

Despite all these diverse views the learned and popular
audiences in India and abroad have continued to appreciate
the emotional lyricism the poem expresses in its variations on
the theme of separated lovers passion (P- IX).

The German translation of FH. Von Dalburg on the basis
of English Translation of Sir William Jones (published by
Calcutta Asiatic Society Journal, 1972) was reprinted in London
in Asiatic Researches, 3 (1799) PP 185- "207. Goethe
Comments on Dalbaurg’s translation and holds, “what struck
me as remarkable and the extremely varied motives by which
an extremely simple subject is made endless.” (Note to Schiller
dated January 22, 1802 quoted from correspondence between
Goethe and Schiller, translated by L.D. Schmitz, London, 1909,
Vol. 2. P. 395)

German poet Friedrich Ruikert, versified translation began in
1829 and revised according to the edited Sanskrit text and
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Latin translation of C. Lassen (Born, 1836). This work was
published in Zeitschrift fur Kunde des morguen lander.
(Gottinger 1837) 128ff.
The poemis translated into modern Indian languages and many
other modern European languages. Some of them are:
i) Edwin Arnolds — Indian Song of Songs. (London 1875)
i) George keyt’s Sri Jayadev’s Gitagovinda: The Loves of
Krishna and Radha. (Bombay 1940)

Sri Laksmana Simha Sastri translated Gitagovinda
(Madras 1956) as Duncan Greenlees’ theosophical Society
rendering, the song of Divine Love (Madras 1962) and
Monika Verma'’s translation, “The Gitagovinda of Jayadeva.”
published by writer’s workshop (Calcutta 1968). These are
the important translations. Barbara Stoler Miller developed
fasciation for Gitagovinda when she heard the song in
Poona in the house of Devi Prasanna Pattanaik a famous
linguist of Odisha in 1966. The songs were sung in Odishi
style. She started translating some of the astapadis. She
was convinced that the above translation could not convey
due to literary richness or the religious significance of the
Original. Miller intends to make translation of the verses
and make critical and intensive study of the text with
traditions associated with Gitagovinda at various levels and
regions of India.

Miller watched the Odissi dance of legendary dancer Sanjukta
Panigrahi and Ritha Devi. She spent a lot of time in the concert
of Kalicharan Pattnaik and Akshaya Mohanty (Odisha)
discussing and listening to the music of Gitagovinda.

She listened to the music and song in different parts of
the country with the textual references that narrates the story
of SriRadha and Srikrishna. But the view of two nights and a
day affair doesn’t hold good when the time and nomenclature
of ragas and their time presuppose one to think of nine nights
(the table to effect would be given in the discussion).

In the work of Bhoja’s Sringara Prakasha VV Raghavan suggests
that Gitagovinda is a kind of musical poem that Bhoja calls

feBRITdIeA, a poem meant to be sung in several melodic patterns
(311 1F) and to be interpreted in the language of gesture (IT:).
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The classification of poems that are to be sung as ragakavya
are known from Abhinavagupta’s Abhinavabharation NS (GOS
Baroda vol-pp-174-84). Both Abhinava Gupta and Bhoja
recognise Gitagovinda as a variety of non-classical forms and
attempt to codify them with the classical categories. Their
recognition suggests the existence of poetic genre similar to
the form of the Gitagovinda by tenth century C.E, but no work
is available for comparative study.

A.K.Warder vividly discusses the above problem in
paragraph 392 [Indian literature Vol-1.P-164-65, paragraph —
42021 (p-178-79-MLBD-1989] precisely. Abhinavagupta’s
references of Dombika for lyrical, n[tya, bhani, sidgaka are
also discussed by Warder. Warder accepts the view of
V.Raghavan [in his Sringara Prakasha of Bhoja, P-549].
Raghavan holds the view of U%ehled which happens to be
PRI with several ragas. This view appears to be more
convincing hence Gitagovinda is the best example. As per
Gitagovinda there are several {I'l: and they are used in singing
and acting. He composed with a later Kavya (1652) S of
AMd<d, those songs are still performed in Guruvayur Temple
as a continuation of the tradition.

It is evident how in Kathakali of Kerala is enacted various
in ragakavyas, In the Kavya’s one sings the sloka and makes
abhinaya. Actors only give gesture no words, the singer sings.
This prompts Warder to thing that in Gitagovinda it is known
that the development of the story is precisely given in one
sloka. Then they are narrated by the dancer in subsequent
astapadi. The singer sings and the dancer only enacts.
Translation: Barbara Stoler Miller herself accepts her inability
in the perfection of a translation; it is quite significant if she is
quoted as such:

| have tried to find diction within current English that
would be receptive to the letters, words, meanings, and texture
of Jayadeva’'s Sanskrit - a medium in which the translation
could become a representation of the original. The choice has
not been between translation of words (Sabdanuvada) and
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translation of feeling (bhavanuvéada). Words derive meaning
from the contexts in which they occur. Words in their various
levels of denotative, connotative, and suggested meanings,
as well as in their grammatical forms and structural relations,
are the stuff out of which feeling is made in poetry. To
paraphrase |.A. Richards, word and feeling are interlinked so
closely that to dissect one from the other is a perilous. 1 Word
and feeling have functioned inseparably in the translation
process. Critical analysis of Jayadeva'’s language, style, and
concepts has helped to integrate this throughout.

2. Even if there are many anomalies in the translation,

Barbara admits that the 9SdTITIdIg and HIATJdI She tried her
level best to get back the bhavas in English and trie to translate
Jadi to best its her capacity, of course subtle poetry of different

culture 12 century A.D is difficult even Indians to translate, but
her attempt is not comparable. Both British (Lee Seigal &
Arnold) and American translators are nearer to Truth. The text
they edited is yet to be surpassed.
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Canto -1
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oM
REVERENCE TO GANESHA

The sky is clouded; and the wood resembles
The sky thick-arched with black Tamala boughs:
O Radha. Radha’ take this Soul, that trembles
In life’s deep midnight, to Thy golden house
So Nanda spoke and led by Radhas spirit.
The feet of Krishna found the road aught;
Wherefore in bliss which all high hearts inherit
Together taste they Love divine delight.

He who wrote these things thee
Of the Son of Wassoodee.

Was the poet Jayadeva;

Him Saraswati gave ever
Fancies fair his rind to throng
Like pictures palace walls along.
Ever to his notes of love
Lakshmi’s mystic dancers move.
If thy spirit seeks to brood

On Hari glorious Hari good

If it feeds on solemn numbers
Dim as dreams and soft as slumbers.
Lend thine car to Jayadev.

Lord of all the spells that save.
Umapatidhara’s strain

Glows like roses after rain
Sharans stream-like song is grand.
If its tide ye understand:

Bard more wise beneath the sun
Is not found than Govardhun;
Dhoyi holds the listener still
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With his shlokes of subtle skill

But for sweet words suited well

Jayadeva doth excel

(What follows is to the Music MALAVA and the Mode RUPAKA.)

HYMN TO VISHNU
O thou that held’st the blessed Veda dry
When all things else beneath the floods were hurled.
Strong Fish-God! Ark of Men J Hart. jai
Hail, Keshav. hail thou Master of the world

The round world rested on thy spacious nape,
Upon thy neck, like a mere mole, it stood:

O thou that took’st for us the Tortoise-shape,
Hail, Keshav, hail! Ruler of wave and wood

The world upon thy curving tusk sate sure.
Like the Moon’s dark disc in her crescent pale.
O thou who didst for us assume the Boar.
Immortal Conqueror hail, Kesha, hail

When thou thy Giant-Foe did’st seize and rend,
Fierce, fearful, long, and sharp were fang and nail,
Thou who the Lion and the Man didst blend.

Lord of the Universe had. Narsingh, hail

Wonderful Dwarf who with a threefold stride
Cheated King Bali where thy footsteps fall
Mens sins, O Wamuna! are set aside:

O Keshav, hail! thou Help and Hope of all!
The sins of this sad earth thou didst assoil,
The anguish of its creatures thou didst heal:
Freed are we from all terrors by thy toil:

Hail, Purshuram, hail Lord of the biting steel!
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To thee the fell Ten-Headed yielded life.

Thou in dread battle laid’st the monster low
Ah, Rama dear to Gods and men that strife:
We praise thee. Master of the Matchless bow!

With clouds for garments glorious thou dost fare.
Veiling thy dazzling majesty and might

As when Yamuna saw thee with the share,

A peasant yet the King of Day and Night
Merciful-hearted! when thou camest as Boodh-
Albeit ‘twas written in the Scriptures so -

Thou bad’st our altars be no more imbrued

With blood of victims: Keshav bending low-

We praise thee, Wielder of the sweeping sword.
Brilliant as curving comets in the gloom.

Whose edge shall smite tie fierce barbarian horde;
Hail to thee, Keshav had and hear and come.

And till this song of Jayadev with thee,

And make it wise to teach, strong to redeem,

And sweet to living souls. Thou Mystery

Thou Lt of Life Thou Dawn beyond the dream!

Fish that didst out swim the flood.
Tortoise whereon earth hath stood,
Boar who with flay tushheld’st high
The world, that mortals might not die;
Lion who hast giants torn:

Dwarf who laugh’s a king to scorn;
Sole Subduer of the Dreaded
Slayer of the many-headed

Mighty Ploughman’ Teacher tender
Of thine own the sure Defender
Under all thy ten disguises
Endless praise to thee arises.
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(What follows is to the Music GURJJARI and the Mode
NIHSARA.)

Endless praise arises.

O thou God that lies?

Rapt, on Kumlas breast,
Happiest, holiest, highest!
Planets are thy jewels.

Stars thy forehead gems,

Set like sapphires gleaming

In kingliest anadems:

Even the great gold Sun-god
Blazing through the sky,
Serves thee but lot crest-stone
Jai, Jai Hatri jai

As that Lord of day

After night brings morrow.
Thou dost charm away

Lites long dream of sorrow.

As on Mansa’s water

Brood the swans at rest.

So thy laws set stately

On a holy breast

O Drinker of the poison

Ah. high Delight of earth

What light is to the lotus-buth.
What singing is to mirth.

Art thou art thou that slayedst
Madhou and Narakim

That ridest on the King of Birds.
Making all glories dim

With eyes like open lotus-flowers,
Bright in the morning rain
Freeing by one swift piteous glance
The spirit from life’s pain:




EDWIN ARNOLD

267

Of all the three Worlds Treasure
Of sin the Putter by

O’er the Ten-Headed Victor

Jai Hari Hatri jai

Thou Shaker of the Mountain
Thou Shadow of the Storm

Thou Cloud that unto Lakshm’s face
Comes welcomes, white, and warm
O thou, who to eat Lakshmi

Art like the silvery beam

Which moon sick chakors feed upon
By Jumna’s silent stream,

To thee this hymn ascendeth,

That Jayadev doth sing.

Of worship. love, and mystery.
High Lord and heavenly King

And unto whose hears it

Do thou a blessing bring

Whose neck is gilt with yellow dust
From lilies that did cling

Beneath the breasts of Lakshmi

A girdle soft and sweet.

When in divine embracing

The lips of Gods did meet:

And the beating heart above

Of thee Dread Lord of Heaven

She left that stamp of love

By such deep sign be given

Prays Jayadeyv, the glory

And the secret and the spells
Which close-hid in this story

Unto wise ears he tells.
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CANTO THE FIRST
THE SPORTS OF KRISHNA

BEAUTIFUL Radha. jasmine-bosomed Radha,
All in the Spring-time waited by the wood

For Krishna lair, Krishna the all forgetful
Krishna with earthly loves false two consuming
And some one of her maidens sang this song

(What follows is to the Music VASANTA and the Mode YATI.)
| know where Krishna tarries in these early days of Spring,
When every wand from warn Malay brings fragrance On its
wing;

Brings fragrance stolen far away from thickets of the clove,
In jungles where the bees hum and the Koil flutes her love;
He dances with the dancers, of a merry morrice one,

All in the budding Spnng.bme. for is sad to be alone.

| know how Krishna passes these hours of blue and gold,
When parted lovers sign to meet and greet and closely hold
Hand fast In hand; and every branch upon the Vakul tree

Droops downward with a hundred blooms, in every bloom a
bee;

He is dancing with the dancers to a laughter-moving tone.

In the soft awakening Spring-time, when ‘tis hard to live alone.

Where Kroona-fowers, that open at a lover’s lightest tread.

Break, and, for shame at what they hear, from white blush
modest red;

And all the spears on all the boughs at all the Ketuk. glades

Seem ready darts to pierce the hoarts of wandering youths
and maids
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‘Tls there thy Krishna dances lilt the merry drum is done,
All In the sunny Spring-time, when who can live alone?

Where the breaking forth of blossom on the yellow Keshra-
sprays

Dazzles like Kama'’s sceptre, whom all the world obeys;

And Patal-buds fill drowsy bees from pink delicious bowls,
As Kama'’s nectared goblet steeps in languor human souls;
There he dances with the dancers, and of Radha thinketh none.
All in the warm new spring-tide, when none will live alone

Where the breath of waving Madhvi pours incense through
the grove,

And silken Moras lull the sense with essences of love.

The silken-soft pale Mogra, whose perfume fine and taint
Can melt the coldness of a maid, the sternness of a Siiflt
There dances with those dancers thine other self, thine Own.
All In the languorous Spring-time, when none will live alone,

Whereas it warm lips touched sealed eyes and waked them
all the bloon

Opens upon the mangoes to feel the sunshine come;
And Atlmuktas wind their arms of softest green about,

Clasping the stems, while calm and clear great Jumna
spreadeth out;

There dances and there laughs thy Love, with damsels many
an one,

In the rosy days of Spring-time, for he will not live alone

Mark this song of Jayadev

Deep as peail in ocean-wave
Lurketh in its lines a wonder
Which the wise alone will ponder:
Though it seemeth of the earth,
Heavenly is the music’s birth;




270 EDWIN ARNOLD

Telling darkly of delights
In the wood, of wasted nights.

Of witless days and fruitless love
And false pleasures of the grove
And rash passions of the prime

And those dances of Spring-time
Time, which seems so subtle-sweet
Time, which pipes to dancing-lee:
Al,’ so softly ah’ so sweetly

That among those wood-maids featly
Krishna cannot choose but dance,
Letting pass life’s greater chance.

Yet the winds that sigh so
As they stir the rose,
Wake a sigh from Krishna
Wistfuller than those;

All their faint breaths swinging
The creepers to and fro
Pass like rustling arrows
Shot from Kama’s bow:
Thus among the dancers
What those zephyrs bring
Strikes to Krishna'’s spirit
like a darted sting.

And all as if far wandered

The traveler should hear

The bird of home, the Kaoil,

With nest-notes rich and clear;

And there should come one moment

A blessed fleeting dream
Of the bees among the mangoes
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Reside his native stream:

So Hash those sudden yearnings.
That sense of a dearer thig.

The love and lack of Radha

Upon his soil in spring

Then she, the maid of Radha, spake again:

And pointing far away between the leaves

Guided her lovely Mistress where to look.

And no1a how Krishna wantoned in the wood

Now with this one now that his heart, her prize,

Panting with foolish passions and his eyes

Beaming with too much love for those fair girls

| nit, but not so as Radha: and she sang

(What blows is to the Music RAMAGIRI and the Mode YATI)
See. Lady! how thy Krishna passes these idle hours

Decked forth in fold of woven gold, and crowned with forest
flowers

And scented with the sandal, and gay with gems of price
Hobbies to mate his laughing lips and diamonds like his eyes,
In the company of damsels who dance and sing and play
Lies Krishna, laughing, toying, dreaming has Spring away.
One, with star-blossomed champak wreathed, woos him to rest
his head

On the dark pillow of her breast so tenderly outspread:

And o’er his brow with roses blown she tans a fragrance rare.
That tails on the enchanted sense like rain in thirsty air,
While the company of damsels wave many an odorous spray.
And Krishna, laughing, toying, sighs the soft spring away.

Another, gazing in his face sits wistfully apart

Searching it with those looks of love that leap from heal to
heal;
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Her eyes afire with shy desire, veiled by their lashes black

Speak so that Krishna cannot choose but send the message
back.

In the company of damsels whose bright eyes in a ring
Shine round him with soft meanings in the merry light of spring

The third one of that dazzling band of dwellers in the wood-
Body and bosom panting with the pulse of youthful blood-
Learn over him, as in his ear a lightsome thing to speak
And then with leaf-soft lip imprints a kiss below his cheek.

A Kkiss that thrills, and Krishna turns at the silken touch to give
it back — ah, Radha! Forgetting thee too much.

And one with arch smile beckons him away from Jumna’s
banks,

Where the tall bamboos bristle like spears in battle-ranks.
And plucks his cloth to make him come into the mango shade,
Where the fruit is ripe and golden, and the milk and cakes are
laid:

Oh! Golden red the mangos and glad the feasts of spring,
And fair the flowers to lie upon, and sweet the dancers sing

Sweetest of all that temptress who dances for him now

With subtle feet which part and meet in the Rasmeasure slow
To the chime of silver bangles and the beat of rose-leaf hands,
And pipe and lute and cymbal played by the woodland bands.

So that wholly passion-laden- eye, ear, sense, soul o’ercome-
Krishna is theirs in the forest; his heart forgets its home.
Krishna made for heavenly things;
‘Mid those woodland singers sings;
With those dancers dances featly,
Gives back soft embraces sweetly;
Smiles on that one, toys with this,
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Glance tar glance and kiss for Kiss;

Meets the merry damsels fairly,

Plays the round of folly rarely,

Lapped in milk- warm spring-lime weather,
He and those brown girls together.

And this shadowed earthly love

In the twilight of the grove,

Dance and song and soft caresses.
Meeting looks and tangled tresses.
Jayadev the same hath writ,

That ye might have gain at it,

Sagely its deep sense conceiving
And its inner light believing;

How that Love the mighty Master,
Lord of all the starts that cluster

In the sky, swiftest and slowest,

Lord of highest, Lord at lowest
Manifests himself to mortals,

Winning them towards the portals

Of his secret House, the gates

Of that bright Paradise Which waits
The wise in love. Ah human creatures!
Even your phantasies are teachers.
Mighty Love makes sweet in seeming
Even Krishna’s wood land dreaming;
Mighty Love sways all alike

From self to selflessness. Oh! strike
From your eyes the veil. and see
What Love willeth Him to be

Who in error, but in grace.

Sitteth with that lotus-face,

And those eyes whose rays of heaven
Unto phantom-eyes are given.
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Holding feasts of foolish mirth
With these Visions of the earth.
Learning love, and love imparting,
Yet with sense of loss upstarting:-

For the cloud that veils the fountains

Underneath the Sandal mountains,

How - as if the sunshine drew

All its being to the blue -

it takes flight, and seeks to rise

High into the purer skies.

High into the snow and frost.

On the shining summits lost!

Ah! and how the Koil’s strain

Smites the traveller with pain,-

When the mango blooms in spring,

And Koohoo. Koohoo, They sing

Pam of pleasures not yet won.

Pain of journeys not yet done.

Pain of toiling without gaining

Pain, mid gladness, of still paining
But may He guide us all to glory high
Who laughed when Radha glided, hidden, by,
And all among those damsels free and bold
Touched Krishna with a soft mouth, kind and cold;
And like the others learning on his breast.
Unlike the others, left there Love’s unrest;
And like the others, joining his song,
Unlike the others, made him silent long.
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CANTO THE SECOND

THE PENITENCE OF KRISHNA
THUS lingered Krishna in the deep, green wood,
And gave himself, too prodigal, to those;
But Radha, heart-sick at his falling off
Seeing her heavenly beauty slighted so.
Withdrew; and, in a bower of Paradise -
Where nectarous blossoms wove a shrine of shade,
Haunted by birds and bees of unknown skies
She sate deep-sorrowful and sang this strain:

(What follows is to The Music GURJJARI and the ModeYATI)

Ah my Beloved’ taken with those glances.
Ah, my Beloved dancing those rash dances,
Ah, Minstrel! playing wrongful strains so well,
Ah, Krishna Krishna, with the honeyed lip!
Ah, Wanderer into foolish fellowship

My Dancer, my Delight - | love thee still.

O Dancer! strip thy peacock-crown away,

Rise thou whoso forehead is the star of day,

With beauty for its silver halo set,

Come thou whose greatness gleams beneath its shroud
Like Indra’s rainbow shining through the cloud
Come, for | love thee my Beloved yet.

Must love thee- cannot choose but love thee ever.
My best Beloved- set on this Endeavour,

To win thy tender heart and earnest eye

From lips but sadly sweet, from restless bosoms
To mine O Krishna with the mouth of blossoms!
To mine, thou soul of Krishna yet | sigh
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Half hopeless, thinking of myself forsaken

And thee, dear Loiterer, in the wood o’ertaken

With passion for those bold and wanton ones,

Who knit thine arms as poison-plants gripe trees

With twining cords- their flowers the braveries

That flash in the green gloom, sparkling stars and stones.

My Prince my Lotus faced! my woe! my love!
Whose broad brow, with the tilka-spot above.
Shames the bright moon at full with fleck of cloud:
Thou to mistake so little for so much’

Thou, Krishna, to be palm to palm with such!

O Soul made for my joys pure, perfect, and proud!

Ah, my Beloved in thy darkness dear.
Ah, Dancer with the jewels in time ear.
Swinging to music of a loveless love,
Omy Beloved in thy fall so high

That angel, sages, spirits of the sky
Linger about thee, watching in the grove.

| will be patient still and & draw thee ever,

My one Beloved sitting by the river

Under the thick kadambas with that throng:

Will there not come an end to earthly madness
Shall | not, past the sorrow, have the gladness?
Must not the love-light shine for him ere long?

Shine, thou Light by Radha given.
Shine, thou splendid star of heaven!
Be a lamp to Krishna’s feet.

Show to all hearts secrets sweet,
Of the wonder and the love
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Jayadev hath writ above.
Be the quick Interpreter
Unto wisest ears of her
Who always sings to all, | wait,
He loveth still who loveth late,
For (sang on that high Lady in the shade)
My soul for tenderness, not blame, was made:
Mine eyes look through his evil to his good;
My heart coins pleas for him; my fervent thought
Prevents what he will say when these are naught,
And that which | am shall be understood.

Then spake she to her maiden wistfully -
(What follows is to the Music MALA VA GA LIDA and the Mode
EKATALI)

Go to him, - win him hither, - whisper low

How he may find me if he searches well;

Say, if he will - joys past his hope to know

Await him here: go now to him, and tell

Where Radha is and that henceforth she charms
His spirit to her arms.

Yes, go! say. if he will, that he may come -
May come, my love, my longing, my desire;
May come forgiven, shriven, to me his home,
And make his happy peace: nay, and aspire
To uplift Radha’s veil, and learn at length
What love is in its strength.

Lead him; say softly | shall chide be blindness.
And vex ham with my angers; yet add this,

He shall not vainly sue for loving-kindness,
Nor miss to see me close, nor lose the bliss
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That lives upon my lip, nor be denied
The rose throne at my side.

Say that | - Radha in my bower languish

All windowed, till he find the way to me;

Say that mine eyes are dim, my breast all anguish.
Until with gentle murmured shame | see

His steps come near, has anxious pleading face
Bend for my pardoning grace,

While I- what, did he deem light loves so tender,
To tarry for them when the vow was made

To yield him up my bosoms maiden splendor,
And fold him in my fragrance, and unbraid

My shining hair for him, and clasp him close

To the gold heart of his Rose?

And sing him strains which only spirits know,

And make him captive with the silk-soft chain

Of twinned-wings brooding round him, and bestow
Kisses of paradise, as pure as rain;

My gems, my moonlight pearls, my girdle gold,
Cymbaling music bold?

While gained forever. | shall dare to grow

Life to life with him, in the realms divine:

And - love’s large cup at happy overflow

Yet ever to be filled his eyes and mine

Will meet in that glad look, when Times great gate
Closes and shuts out Fate.

Listen to the unsaid things

Of the song that Radha sings.
For the soul draws near to bliss,
As it comprehendeth this.
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| am Jayadev, who write
All this subtle-rich delight
For your teaching. Ponder, then.
What it tells to Gods and men.
Err not, watching Krishna gay.
With those brown girls all at play;
Understand how Radha charms
Her wandering lover to her arms.
Waiting with divinest love
Till his dream ends in the grove.
For even now (she sang) | see him pause.
Heart-stricken with the waste of heart he makes
Amid them; all the bows of their bent brows
Wound him no more: no more for all their sakes
Plays he one note upon his amorous lute,
But lets the strings lie mute.
Pensive as if his parted lips should say -
“My feet with the dances are weary,
The music has dropped from the song,
There is no more delight in the lute-strings,
Sweet Shadows! what thing has gone wrong?
The wings of the wind have left fanning
The palms of the glade,
They are dead, and the blossoms seem dying
In the place where we played.
We will play no more. beautiful Shadows!
A fancy came solemn and sad,
More sweet, with unspeakable longings.
Than the best of the pleasures we had
| am not now the Krishna who kissed you:
That exquisite dream,-
The Vision | saw in my dancing-
Has spoiled what you seem.
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“Ah! delicate phantoms that cheated
With eyes that looked lasting and true,
| awake, - | have seen her, - my angel -
Farewell to the wood and to you!

Oh, whisper of wonderful pity!

Oh, fair face that shone!

Though thou be a vision, Divinest!
This vision is done.”
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CANTO THE THIRD
KRISHNA TROUBLED

THEREAT, - as one who welcomes to her throne
A new-made Queen, and brings before it bound
Her enemies, - so Krshna in us heart

Throned Radha: and - all treasonous follies chained -
He played no more with those first play-fellows:
But, searching through the shadows of the grove
For loveliest Radha. when he found her not.

Faint with the quest. despairing. lonely, lorn,

And pierced with shame for wasted love and days,
He sate by Jumna. where the canes are thick.
And sang to the wood-edioes words lire these:

(What follows to fl Music GLIRJJARI and to the Mode YATI.)

Radha, Enchantress Radha, queen of all!

Gone - lost, because she found me sinning here:
And | so stricken with my foolish fall.

| could not stay her out of shame and fear.

She will not hear:

In her disdain and grief vainly | call.

And if she heard, what would she do? What say?
How could | make it good that | forgot?

What profit was it to me, night and day,

To live, love, dance, and dream, having her not?
Soul without spot!

| wronged thy patience, till he it sighed away.

Forgive! the sin is sinned, is past, is over;
No thought | think shall do thee wrong again:
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Turn thy dark eyes again ton thy lover
Bright Spirit! or | perish of this pain.
Loving again!

In dread of doom to love. but not recover.
So did Krishna sing and sigh

By the river-bank; and I,

Jayadev of Kinduvilva,

Resting as the moon of silver

Sits upon the solemn, ocean-

On full faith, in deep devotion;

Tell it that ye may perceive

How the heart must fret and grieve;
How the soul doth tire of earth,

When the love from Heav'n hath birth.

For (sang he on) | am no foe of thine.

There is no black snake, Kama! in my hair;
Blue lotus-bloom, and not the poisoned brine.
Shadows my neck: what stains my bosom bare,
Thou God unfair!

Is sandal dust, not ashes: nought of mine

Makes me like Shiva that thou, Lord of Love!
Shouldst strain thy string at me and fit thy dart;
This world is thine let be one breast thereof
Which bleeds already, wounded to the heart

With lasting smart,
Shot from those brows that did my sin reprove.

Thou gavest her those black brows for a bow
Arched like thine own, whose pointed arrows seem
Her glances, and the underlids that go-

So firm and fine- its string? Ah, | fleeting gleam!
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Beautiful dream!
Small need of Kama’s help hast thou, | trow.

To smite me to the soul with love; but set
Those arrows to their silken cord! enchain

My thoughts in that loose hair! let thy lips, wet
With dew of heaven as bimba-buds with rain,
Bloom precious pain

Of longing in my heart; and keener yet,

The heaving of thy lovely angry bosom,

Pant to my spirit things unseen, unsaid;

But if thy touch, thy tones. if the dark blossom

Of thy dear face, thy jasmine-odors shed

From feet to head,

If these be all with me, canst thou be far—be fled?

So sang he, and | pray that whoso hears
The music of his burning hopes and fears
That whoso sees this vision by the River

Of Krishna, Hari, (can we name him ever?)
And marks his ear-ring rubies swinging slow,

As he sits, still, unheedful, bending low

To play this tune upon his lute. while all

Listen to catch the sadness musical;

And Krishna wotteth nought but, with set face
Turned full toward Radha’s, sings on in that place.
May all such souls—prays Jayadev-be wise

To learn the wisdom which hereunder lies.
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CANTO THE FOURTH
KRISHNA CHEERED
THEN she whom Radha sent came to the canes-
the canes beside the river where he lay
With listless limbs and spirit weak from love;-
And she sang this to Krishna wistfully

(What follows is to the Music KARNATA and the Mode
EKATALI.)

Art thou sick for Radha? she is sad in turn,

Heaven foregoes its blessings if it holds not thee;

All the cooling fragrance of sandal she doth spurn,
Moonlight makes her mournful with radiance silvery;

Even the southern breeze blown fresh from pearly seas,
Seems to her but tainted by a dolorous brine;

And for thy sake discontented, with a great love overladen,

Her soul comes here beside thee, and sitteth down with
thine.

Her soul comes here beside thee, and tenderly and true

It weaves a subtle mad of proof to ward off sin and pain;

A breastplate soft as lotus-leaf with holy tears for dew.

To guard thee from the things that hurt: and then ‘its gone
again

To strew a blissful place with the richest buds that grace
Kamas sweet world a meeting-spot with rose and jasmine fair,

For the hour when, well-contented, with a love no longer
troubled.

Thou shall find the way to Radha and finish sorrows there.

But now her lovely face is shadowed by her fears:
Her glorious eyes are veiled and dim like moonlight in eclipse
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By breaking rain-clouds. Krishna! yet she paints you in her
tears

With tender thoughts-not Krishna, but brow and breast and
lips

And form and mien a King, a great and god-like thing;

And then with bended head she asks grace from the Love
Divine.

To keep thee discontented with the phantoms thou forswearest,
Till she may win her glory and thou be raised to thine.

Softly now she sayeth,

“Krishna, Krishna, come!”

Lovingly she prayeth,

“Fair moon, light him home”

Yet it Hari helps not,

Moonlight cannot aid:

Ah! the woeful Radha’

Ah! the forest shade’

Ah! if Hari guide not,

Moonlight is as gloom;

Ah! if moonlight help not,

How shall Krishna come?

Sad for Krishna grieving

In the darkened grove:

Sad for Radha weaving

Dreams of fruitless love!

Strike soft strings to this soft measure,
If thine ear would catch ifs treasure;
Slowly dance to this deep song.

Let its meaning float along

With grave paces, since it tells

Ota love that sweetly dwells

In a tender distant glory

Past all faults of mortal story.
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(What follows is to the Music DESHAGA and the Made
EKATALI)

Krishna, till thou come unto her, faint she lies with love and
fear;

Even the jewels at her necklet seem a load too great to bear.

Krishna, till thou come unto her, all the sandal and the flowers,

Vex her with their pure perfection though they grow in heavenly
bowers.

Krishna, till thou come unto her fair albeit those bowers may
be.

Passion bums her, and love’s fire fevers her for lack of thee.

Krishna, till thou come unto her, those divine lids, dark and
tender.

Droop like lotus-leaves in rain-storms, dashed and heavy in
their splendor.

Krishna, till thou come into her, that rose couch which she
hath spread

Saddens with its empty place, its double pillow for one head,
Krishna, till thou come unto her, from her palms she will not
lift.
The dark face hidden deep within them like the moon in cloudy
rift.

Krishna, till thou come unto her, angel though she be, thy Love
Sighs and suffers, waits and watches joyless mid those joys
above,

Krishna, till thou come unto her, with the comfort of thy kiss
Deeper than thy loss. O Krishna! must be loss of Radha’s bliss.

Krishna. while thou didst forget her, thy life, thy gentle fate-

Wonderful her waiting was, her pity sweet, her patience
great
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Krishna. come! ‘us grief untold to grieve her-shame to let her
sigh;
Come, for she is sick with love, and thou her only remedy.

So she sang. And Jayadeva

Prays for all and prays forever.

That Great Hari may bestow

Utmost bliss of loving so

On us all, that one who wore

The herdsman’s form and heretofore,
To save the shepherd’s threatened flock,
Up from the earth reared the huge rock-
Bestow it with a gracious hand,

Albeit, amid the woodland band,
Clinging close in fond caresses

Krishna gave them ardent kisses.
Taking on his lips divine

Earthly stamp and woodland sign.
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CANTO THE FIFTH
THE LONGINGS OF KRISHNA

“Say | am here! oh, if she pardons me.
Say where | am, and win her softly hither.”
So Krishna to the maid: and willingly

She came again to Radha, and she sang:

(What follows is to the Music DESHIVARADI and the Mode
RUPAKA.)

Low whispers the wind from Malaya
Overladen with love;

On the hills all the grass is burned yellow;
And the trees in the grove

Droop with tendrils that mock by their clinging
The thoughts of the parted;

And there lies, sore sighing for thee,

Thy love, altered-hearted.

To him the moons icy-chill silver

Is a sun at midday;

The fever he burns with is deeper

Than starlight can stay:

Like one who falls stricken by arrows,
With the colour departed

From all but his red wounds so lies

Thy love, bleeding-hearted.

To the music the banded bees make him

He closeth his ear
In the blossoms their small horns are blowing
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The honey-song clear;
But as if every sting to his bosom
Its smart had imparted,
Low lies by the edge of the river,
Thy love, aching-hearted.
By the edge of the river, far wandered
From his once beloved bowers.
And the haunts of his beautiful playmates,
And the beds strewn with flowers;
Now thy name is his playmate - that only!-
And the hard rock’s up started
From the sand make the couch where he lies,
Thy Krishna, sad-hearted.

Oh may Hari fill each soul,
As these gentle verses roll
Telling of the anguish borne
By kindred ones asunder torn!
Oh may Hari unto each
All the lore of loving teach,
All the pain and all The bliss;
Jayadeva prayeth this

Yea, Lady! in the self-same spot he waits
Where with thy kiss thou taught’st him utmost love,
And drew him, as none else draws, with thy look;

And all day long, and all night long, his cry
Is “Radha Radha,” like a spell said o’er:

And in his heart there lives no wish nor hope
Save only this, to slake his spirit’s thirst

For Radha’s love with Radha’s lips: and find
Peace on the immortal beauty of thy breast.
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(What blows is to the Music GURJJARI and the Mode EKA
TALL)

Mistress, sweet and bright and holy!
Meet him in that place;

Change his cheerless melancholy
Into joy and grace;

If thou hast forgiven, vex not;

If thou lovest, go,

Watching over by the river,

Krishna listens low:

Listens low, and on his reed there
Softly sounds thy name,

Making even mute things plead there
For his hope: ‘us shame

That, while winds are welcome to him,
If from thee they blow,

Mournful ever by the river

Krishna waits thee so’

When a bird’s wing stirs the roses,
When a leaf falls dead,

Twenty times he recomposes

The flower-seat he has spread:
Twenty times, with anxious glances
Seeking thee in vain,

Sighing ever by the river.

Krishna droops again.

Loosen from thy foot the bangle.
Lest its golden bell.

With a tiny, tattling jangle,

Any false tale tell:

If thou fearest that the moonlight
Will thy glad taco know,
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Draw those dark braids lower, Lady
But to Krishna go.

Swift and still as lightning’s splendour
Let thy beauty come.

Sudden, gracious daziling, tender.

To his arms its home:

Swift as Indra’s yellow lightning,
Shining through the night,

Glide to Krishna’s lonely bosom,
Take him love and light.

Grant, at last, love’s utmost measure,
Giving, give the whole;

Keep back nothing of the treasure
Of thy priceless Soul:

Hold with both hands out unto him
Thy chalice, let him drain

The nectar of its dearest draught,

Till not a wish remain.

Only go - the stars are setting.

And thy Krishna grieves;

Doubt and anger quite forgetting,

Hasten through the leaves:

Wherefore didst thou lead him heav’nward
But for this things sake?

Comfort him with pity, Radha!

Or his heart must break.

But while Jayadeva writes
This rare tale of deep delights-
Jayadev, whose heart is given
Unto Han, Lord in Heaven-
See that ye too, as ye read,
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With a glad and humble heed.
Bend your brows before His face,
That ye may have bliss and grace.

And then the Maid, compassionate, sang on -
Lady, most sweet!

For thy coming feet

He listens in the wood, with love sore-tried,

Faintly sighing.
Like one a-dying,
He sends his thoughts afoot to meet his bride.

Ah, silent one!

Sunk is the sun,

The darkness falls as deep as Krishna’s sorrow;

The chakor’s strain

Is not more vain

Than mine, and soon gray dawn will bring while morrow

And thine own bliss

Delays by this;

The utmost of thy heaven comes only so
When, with hearts beating

And passionate greeting.

Parting is over, and the parted grow

One one for ever

And the old endeavour

To be so blended Is assuaged at last;

And the glad tears raining

Have nought remaining

Of doubt or’plaining; and the dread has passed
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Out of each face,

In the close embrace.

That by-and-by embracing will be over.
The ache that causes

Those mournful pauses

In bowers of earth between lover and lover;

To be no more felt,

To fade, to melt

In the strong certainty of joys immortals;

In the glad meeting,

And quick sweet greeting

Of lips that close beyond Times shadowy portal.

And to thee is given,

Angel of Heaven!

This glory and this joy with Krishna,

Go Let him attain,

For his long pain,

The prize it promised, - see thee coming slow,

A vision first, but then-

By glade and glen-

A lovely, loving soul, true to its home:

His Queen - his Crown - his All,

Hast'ning at last to fall

Upon he breast, and live there, Radha, come!

Come! and come thou, Lord of all,
Unto whom the Three Worlds call;
Thou, that didst in angry might,
Kansa, like a camet, smite;

Thou, that in thy passion lender.
As incarnate spell and splendour,
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Hung on Radha’s glorious face

In the garb of Krishna'’s grace

As above the bloom the bee,

When the honeyed revelry

Is too subtle-sweet an one

Not to hang and daily on;

Thou that art the Three Worlds’ glory,
Of life the light, of every story

The meaning and the mark, of love
The root and flower, o’ the sky above
The blue, of bliss the heart, of those,
The lovers, that which did impose
The gentle law, that each should be
The other’s Heav’'n and harmony.
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CANTO THE SIXTH
KRISHNA MADE BOLDER
But seeing that for all her loving will,
The flower-soft feet of Radha had not power
To leave their place and go, she sped again
That maiden - and to Krishna’s eager ears
Told how it fared with his sweet mistress there.

(What follows is to the Music GONDAKIRI and the Mode
RUPAKA.)

Krishna! us thou must come. (she sang)

Ever she waits thee in heavenly bower;

The lotus seeks not the wandering bee,

The bee must find the flower.

All the wood over her deep eyes roam,
Marvelling sore where tarries the bee,
Who leaves such tips of nectar unsought
As those that blossom for thee.

Her steps would fail if she tried to come,

Would falter and fail, with yearning weak;

At the first of the road they would falter and pause,
And the way is strange to seek.

Find her where she is sitting, then,

With lotus-blossom on ankle and arm

Wearing thine emblems, and musing of nought
But the meeting to be glad - warm.

To be - “but wherefore tarrieth he?”

“What can stay or delay him? go!

See if the soul of Krishna comes,”

Ten times she sayeth to me so;

Ten limes lost in a languorous swoon.
Now he cometh he cometh. she cries;
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And a love-look lightens her eyes in the gloom,
And the darkness is sweet with her sighs.

Till, watching in vain, she glideth again
Under the shade of tie whispering Leaves;
With a heart too full of its love at last

To heed how her bosom heaves.
Shall not these fair verses swell
The number of the wise who dwell
In the realm of Kamas bliss?
Jayadeva prayeth this.

Jayadey, the bard of Love,
Servant of the Gods above.

For all so strong in Heaven itself

Is Love. that Radha sits drooping there,
Her beautiful bosoms panting with thought,
And the braids draw back from her ear.

And - angel albeit - her rich lips breathe
Sighs, it sighs were ever so sweet

And - if spirits can tremble - she trembles now
From forehead to jewelled feet.

And her voice of music sinks to a sob.

And her eyes. like eyes of a mated roe.

Are tender with looks of welded love,

With dreams dreamed long ago:

Long long ago, but soon to grow truth,

To end, and be waking and certain and true;
Of which dear surety murmur her lips.

As the bps of sleepers do:

And, dreaming, she loosens her girdle-pearls,
And opens her arms to the empty air,

Then starts. if a leaf of the champak falls.
Sighing, “O leaf! is he there?”
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Why dost thou linger in this dull spot.
Haunted by serpents aid evil for thee’
Why not hasten to Nanda’s House?
It is plain, it thine eyes could see.

May these words of high endeavour
Full of grace and gentle favour

Find out those whose hearts can feel
What the message did reveal

Words that Radha’s messenger
Unto Krishna took from her.

Slowly guiding him to come

Through the torest to his home.
Guiding him to find The road

Which led Though kg to Loves abode.
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CANTO THE SEVENTH

KRISHNA SUPPOSED FALSE
MEANTIME the moon, the rolling moon. clomb high.
And over all Vrindavana shone;
The moon which on the front of gentle night
Gleams like the chundun-mark on beauty’s brow;
The conscious moon which hath its silver face
Marred with the shame of lighting earthly loves:

And while the round white lamp et earth rose higher,
And still he tamed. Radha, petulant.
Sang soft impatience and half-earnest fears:

(What follows is to the Music MALAVA and the Made YATI.)

‘Tis time! - he comes not!- will he come?
Can he leave me thus to pine?

Yami he kam sharanam!

Ah! what refuge then is mine?

For his sake | sought the wood,
Threaded dark and devious ways;
Yams he kam sharanam!

Can it be Krtstria betrays?

Let me die then, and forget
Anguish, patience, hope, and fear.
Yami he kam sharanam!

Ah, why have | held him dear?

Ah, this soft night torments me.
Thinking that his faithless arms-
Yami he kam sharanam!-

Clasp some shadow of my charms.
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Fatal shadow - foolish mock!
When the great love shone confessed;-
Yami he kam sharanam!
Krishna'’s lotus loads my breast;

Tis too heavy, lacking him;
Like a broken flower | am-
Necklets, jewels, what are ye?
Yam he kam sharanam!

Yarn ho kam sharanarn!

The sky is still, the forest sleeps;
Krishna forgets- he loves no more;
He fails in faith, and Radha weeps.

But the poet Jayadev-

He who is great Hari’s slave,

He who finds asylum sweet

Only at great Hari’s leer

He who for your comfort sings
All this to the Veena’ strings-
Prays That Radha’s tender moan
In your hearts be thought upon,
And that all her holy grace

Live there like loved one’s lace.

Yet if | wrong him (sang she) -can he fail?
Could any in the wood win back his kisses?
Could any softest lips of earth prevail

To hold him from my arms? Any love-busses
Blind him once more to mine? O Soul, my prize!
Art thou not merely hindered at this hour?
Sore-wearied, wandering, lost? How otherwise
Shouldst thou not hasten to the bridal-bower?
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But seeing tar away that Maiden come

Alone, with eyes cast down and lingering steps,
Again a little while she feared to hear

Of Krishna false: and her quick thoughts took shape
In a fine jealousy, with words like these-

Something then of earth has held him

From is home above,

Some one of those slight deceivers-

Ah, my foolish love!

Some new face, some winsome playmate,
With her hair untied,

And the blossoms tangled in it,

Woos him to her side.

On the dark orbs of her bosom-
Passionately heaved-

Sink and rise the warm, white pearl-strings,
Oh, my love deceived!

Fair? yes, yes! the rippled shadow

Of that midnight hair

Shows above her brow-as clouds do
O’er the moon-most fair:

And she knows, with wilful paces,

How to make her zone

Gleam and please him; and her ear-rings
Tinkle love; and grown

Coy as he grows fond, she meets him
With a modest show;

Shaming truth with truthful seeming,
While her laugh - fight, low-
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And her subtle mouth that murmurs,

And her silken cheek,
And her eyes. say she dissembles
Plan as speech could speak.

Till at length, a fatal victress,

Of her triumph vain,

On his neck she lies and smiles there:-
Ah, my Joy!- my Pain!

But may Radha’s fond annoy,

And may Knishna’s dawning joy,

Warm and waken love more fit-
Jayadeva prayeth it-

And the griefs and sins assuage

Of this blind and evil age.

O Moon! (she sang) that art so pure and pale,
Is Krishna wan like thee with lonely waiting?

Lamp of love! art thou the lover’s friend,

And wilt not bring him, my long pain abating?
fruitless moon! thou dost increase my pain
faithless Krishna’ | have striven in vain.

And then, lost in her fancies sad, she moaned-

(What follows is to the Music GURJJARI and the Mode
EKATALI)

In vain, in vain!

Earth will of earth! | mourn more than | blame;
If he had known, he would not sit and paint
The tilka on her smooth black brow, nor claim
Quick kisses from her yielded lips- false, faint-




302 EDWIN ARNOLD

False, fragrant, fatal! Krishna’s quest is o’er
By Jumna’s shore!

Vain - it was vain!

The temptress was too near, the heav’n too far;
| can but weep because he sits and ties
Garlands of fire-flowers for her loosened hair,
And in its silken shadow veils his eyes

And buries his fond face. Yet | forgave

By Jumna’s wave!

Vainly! all vain!

Make then the most of that whereto thou'rt given.
Feign her thy Paradise- thy Love of loves;

Say that her eyes are stars, her face the heaven.
Her bosoms the two worlds, with sandal-groves
Full-scented, and the kiss-marks-ah, thy dream
By Jumnas stream!

It shall be vain’

And vain to string the emeralds on her arm,

And hang the milky pearls upon her neck.
Saying they are not jewels, but a swarm

Of crowded, glossy boos, come there to suck
The rosebuds of her breast, the sweetest flowers
Of Jumnas bowers.

That shall be vain?

Nor wilt thou so believe thine own blind wooing,
Nor slake thy heart’s thirst even with the cup
Which at the last she brims for Ihoe, undoing
Her girdle of carved gold, and yielding up,
Love’s uttermost: brief the poor gain and pride
By Jumnas tide
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Because still vain

Is love that feeds on shadow: vain, as thou dost,

To look so deep into the phantom eyes

F& that which lives not there; and vain, as thou must,

To marvel why the painted pleasure flies,

When the fair, false wings seemed folded for ever

By Jumna’s river.

And vain! yes, vain!

For me too is it, having so much striven,

To see this slight snare take thee, and thy soul

Which should have climbed to mine, and shared my heaven,
Spent on a lower loveliness, whose whole

Passion of claim were but.(a parody Of that kept here for thee.
Ahaha! vain!

For on some isle of Jumna’s silver stream

He gives all that they ask to those hard eyes.

While mine which are his angels. mine which gleam

With light that might have led him to the skies—

That almost led him-are eclipsed with tears

Wailing my fruitless prayers.

But thou, good Friend,

Hang not thy head for shame, nor come so slowly,
As one whose message is too ill to tell;

If thou must say krishna is forfeit wholly-

Wholly forsworn and lost - let the grief dwell
Where the sin doth,- except in this sad heart,
Which cannot shun its part.

O great Hari! purge from wrong

The soul of him who writes this song
Purge the souls of those that read
From every fault of thought and deed;




304 EDWIN ARNOLD
With thy blessed light assuage

The darkness of this evil age!
Jayadev the bard of love,

Servant of the Gods above,

Prays it for himself and you-

Gentle hearts who listen!- too.

Then in this other strain she wailed his loss -

(What fellows is to the Music DESHAVARADI and the Mode
RUPAKA.)

She, not Radha, wins the crown
Whose false lips seemed dearest;
What was distant gain to him
When sweet loss stood nearest?
Love her, therefore, lulled to loss
On her fatal bosom;

Love her with such love as she
Can give back in the blossom.
Love her, O thou rash lost soul!
With thy thousand graces;

Coin rare thoughts into fair words
For her face of faces;

Praise it, fling away for it

Life’s purpose in a sigh.

All for those lips like flower-leaves,
And lotus-dark deep eye.

Nay, and thou shalt be happy too.
Till the fond dream is over;

And she shall taste delight to hear
The wooing of her lover;
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The breeze that brings the sandal up
From distant green Malay,

Shall seem all fragrance in the night,
All coolness in the day.

The crescent moon shall seem to swim
Only that she may see

The glad eyes of my Krishna gleam,
And her soft glances he:

It shall be as a silver lamp

Set in the sky to show

The rose - leaf palms that cling and clasp,
And the breast that beats below.

The thought of parting shall not lie
Cold on their throbbing lives,

The dread of ending shall not chill

The glow beginning gives;

She in her beauty dark shall look -

As long as clouds can be -

As gracious as the rain-time cloud
Kissing the shining sea.

And he, amid his playmates old,

Al least a little while,

Shall not breathe forth again the sigh
That spoils the song and smile;

Shall be left wholly to his choice,
Free for his pleasant sin.

With the golden-girdled damsels

Of the bowers | found him in.

For me, his Angel, only
The sorrow and the smart,
The pale grief sitting on the brow,
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The dead hope in the heart;

For me the loss of losing,

For me the ache and dearth;

My king crowned with the wood-flowers!
My fairest upon earth!

Hari, Lord and King of love!

From thy throne of light above

Stoop to help us, Deign to take

Our spirits to thee for the sake

Of this song, which speaks the fears

Of all who weep with Radha’s tears.

But love is strong to pardon, stow to part,
And still the lady, in her fancies, sang

Wind of the Indian stream!

A little oh a little breathe once more

The fragrance like his mouths! blow from thy shore
One last word as he fades into a dream:
Bodiless Lord of love

Show him once more to me a minute’s space,
My Krishna, with the love look in his face,
And then | come to my own place above;

| will depart and give

All back to Fate and her | will submit
To thy stem will, and bow myself to it,
Enduring still though desolate, to live:

If It Indeed be life.

Even so resigning, to sit patience-mad,

To feel the zephyr burn, the sunlight sad,
The peace of holy heaven, a restless strife.
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Haho! what words are these?

How can | live and lose him? how not go
Whither love draws me for a soul loved so?
How yet endure such sorrow? or how cease?
Wind of the Indian wave

If that thou canst. blow poison here. not nard;
God of the five shafts shoot thy sharpest hard,
And kill me, Radha, Radha who forgave

Or, bitter River.

Yamun be Yama'’s sister be Death’s kin

Swell thy wave up to me and gulf me in,
Cooling this cruel, burning pain for ever.

Ah! if only visions stir

Grist so passionate in her,

What divine grief will not take,

Spirits in heaven for the sake

Of those who wise love? Oh, be wise!

Mark this story of the skies;

Meditate Govinda ever,

Sitting by the sacred river,

The mystic stream, which o’er his feet

Glides slow, with murmurs low and sweet,
Tall none can Neil whether those be

Blue lotus-blooms, seen veiledly

Under The wave, or mirrored gems

Reflected from The diadems

Bound on the brows of mighty Gods,

Who lean from out Ur pure abodes.

And leave their bright felicities

To guide great Krishna to his skies.
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CANTO THE EIGHTH

TEE REBUKING OF KRISHNA
For when the weary night had worn away
In these vain fears, and the dear morning broke,
Lo, Krishna! lo, the longed-for her soul
Came too!- in the glad light he came, and bent
His knee, and clasped his hands; on his dumb lips
Fear, wonder, joy, passion, and reverence

Strove for the trembling words, and Radha knew

Peace won for him and her; yet none the less

A little time she chided him, and sang:

(What follows is to the Music BHAIRAVI and the Mode YATI.)

Krishna - then thou hast found me!- and thine eyes
Heavy and sad and stained, as if with keeping!

Ah! is it not that those, which were thy prize,

So radiant seemed that all night thou wert keeping
Vigils of tender wooing? - have thy Love’

Here is no place for vows broken in making:

Thou Lotus - eyed! thou soul for whom | strove
Go! ere | listen, my just mind forsaking.

Krishna! my Krishna with the woodland-wreath!
Return, or | shall soften as | blame;

The while thy very lips are dark to the teeth
With dye that from her lids and lashes came,
Left on the mouth | touched. Fair traitor! go!
Say not they darkened, lacking food and sleep
Long waiting for my face; | turn - it so -

Go! ere | halt believe thee, pleading deep;
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But wilt thou plead, when, like a love-verse printed
On the smooth polish of an emerald,

| see the marks she stamped, the kisses dinted
Large lettered, by her lips? Thy speech withheld
Speaks all too plainly; go abide thy choice!

If thou dost stay, | shall more greatly grieve thee;
Not records of her victory? - peace, dear voice!
Hence with that godlike brow, lest | believe thee.

For dar’st thou feign the saffron on thy bosom
Was not implanted in disloyal embrace?

Or that this many-colored love-tree blossom
Shone not, but yester night, above her face?
Comest thou here, so Late, to be forgiven,

O thou, en whose eyes Truth was made to live?
O thou, so worthy else of grace and heaven?

O thou, so nearly won? Ere | forgive.

Go, Krishna! go - lest | should think, unwise.
Thy heart not false, as thy long lingering seems,
Lest, seeing myself so imaged in thine eyes,

| shame the name of Pity - turn to dreams

The sacred Sound of vows; make Virtue grudge
Her praise to Mercy, calling thy sin slight;

Go therefore, dear offender! go! thy Judge

Had best not see thee to give sentence right.

But may he grant us peace at last and bliss

Who heard, - and smiled to hear, - delays like this,
Delays that dallied with a dream come true,

Fond wilful angers; for the maid laughed too

To see, as Radha ended her hand take
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His dark robe for her veil, and Krishna make
The word she spoke for parting kindliest sign
He should not go. but say O grace & divine
Be ours too! Jayadey, the Poet of love,
Prays it from Hari, lordliest above.
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CANTO THE NINTH
THE END OF KRISHNA'S TRIAL

YET not quite did the doubts of Radha die.

Nor her sweet brows unbend but she, the Maid -
Knowing her heart so tender, her soft arms
Aching to take him in, her rich mouth sad

For the comfort of his kiss, aid these fears false -
Spake yet a little in far words lke these;

(What follows is to the Music GURJJARI and the Mode
YATL.)

The lesson that thy faithful | has taught him

He has heard;

The wind of spring, obeying thee, hath brought him
At thy word:

What joy in all the three worlds was so precious

To thy mind?

Ma kooroo manini manamaye

Ah, be kind!

No longer from his earnest eyes conceal
Thy delights;

Lift thy face, and let the jealous veil reveal
All his rights;

The glory of thy beauty was but given

For content

Ma kooroo manini manamaye

Oh, relent

Remember, being distant how he bore thee
In his heart;
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Look on him sadly turning from before thee

To depart

Is he not the soul thou lovedst sitting lonely

In the wood?

Ma kooroo manini manamaye

This not good

He who grants thee high delight in bridal-bower
Pardons long;

What the gods do love may do at such an hour
Without wrong;

Why weepest thou? Why keepest thou in anger
Thy lashes down?

Ma kooroo manini manamaye,

Do not frown!

Lift thine eyes now, and look on him, bestowing,
Without speech:

Let him pluck at last the flower so sweetly growing
In his reach;

The fruit of lips, of loving tones, of glances
That forgive;

Ma kooroo manini manamaye,

Let him live!

Let him speak with thee, and pray to thee, and prove thee
All his ruth;

Let his silent loving lamentation move thee
Asking ruth;

How knowest thou? Ah, listen, dearest Lady,

He is there;

Ma kooroo manini manamaye

Thou must hear!

O rare voice, which is a spell
Unto all on earth who dwell!
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O rich voice of rapturous love.
Making melody above!

Krishna’s, Hari’s - one in two,
Sound these mortal verses through!
Sound like that soft flute which made
Such a magic in the shade -
Calling deer eyed maidens nigh.
Waking wish and stirring sigh,
Thrilling blood and melting breasts,
Whispering love’s divine unrests,
Winning blessings to descend.
Bringing earthly ills to end;-

Be thou heard in this song now
Thou, the great Enchantment, thou!
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CANTO THE TENTH
KRISHNA IN PARADISE

BUT she, abasing still her glorious eyes.

And still not yielding all her face to him,

Relented; till with softer upturned look

She smiled, while the Maid pleaded; so thereat
Came Krishna nearer, and his eager lips

Mixed sighs with words in this fond song he sang:

(What follows is to the Music DESHIVARADI and the Mode
ASHTA TALL)

O angel of my hope! O my hearts home!

My tear is lost in love, my love in fear:

This bids me trust my burning wish, and come,
That checks me with its memories, drawing near:
Lift up thy look, and let the thing it saith

End fear with grace, or darken Love to death.

Or only speak once more, for though thou slay me.
Thy heavenly mouth must move, and | shall hear
Dulcet delights of perfect music sway me

Again - again that voice so blest and dear;

Sweet Judge! the prisoner prayeth for his doom
That he may hear his late divinely come.

Speak once morel then thou canst not choose but show
Thy mouth’s unparalleled and honeyed wonder

Where, like pearls hid in red-lipped shells, the row

Of pearly teeth thy rose-red bps lie under:

Ah me! | am that bird that woos the moon,

And pipes - poor fool! to make it glitter soon.
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Yet hear me on - because | cannot stay
The passion of my soul, because my gladness
Will pour forth from my heart; - since that far day
When through the mist of all my sin and sadness
Thou didst vouchsafe - Surpassing One!- to break,
All else | slighted for thy noblest sake.

Thou, thou hast been my blood, my breath, my being:
The pearl to plunge for in the sea of life;

The sight to strain for, past the bounds of seeing;
The victory to win through longest strife:

My Queen’ my crowned Mistress! My sphere bride!
Take this for truth, that what | say beside

Of bold love - grown full-orbed at sight of thee -
May be forgiven with a quick remission;

For, thou divine fulfillment of all hope!

Thou all-undreamed completion of the vision!

| gaze upon thy beauty, and my fear

Passes as clouds do, when the moon shines clear.

So if thou’rt angry still, this shall avail,

Look straight at me. and let thy bright glance wound me;
Fetter me! gyve me! lock me in the goal

Of thy delicious arms; make fast around me

The silk-soft manacles of wrists and hands,

Then kill me! | shall never break those bands.

The starlight jewels flashing on thy breast
Have not my right to hear thy beating heart;
The happy jasmine-buds that clasp thy waist
Are soft usurpers of my place and part,

If that fair girdle only there must shine.

Give me the girdles life -0 the girdle mine!
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Thy brow like smooth Bandhuka-leaves; thy cheek
Which the dark-tinted Madhuk’s velvet shows;
Thy long-lashed Lotus eyes, lustrous and meek;
Thy nose a Tila-bud; thy teeth like rows

Of Kunda-petals? he who pierceth hearts
Points with thy lovelinesses all five darts.

But Radiant, Perfect, Sweet, Supreme, forgive!
My heart is wise-my tongue is foolish still:

| know where | am come - | know | live -

| know that thou art Radha - that this will

Last and be heaven: that | have leave to rise
Up from thy feet, and look into thine eyes

And, nearer coming. | ask tor grace

Now that the blest eyes turn to mine;

Faithful | stand in this sacred place

Since first | saw them shine:

Dearest glory that stills my voice,

Beauty unseen, unknown, unthought!
Splendour of love, in whose sweet light
Darkness is past and nought;

Ah, beyond words that sound on earth,

Golden bloom of the garden of heaven!
Radha, enchantress! Radha, the queen!

Be this trespass forgiven-

In that | dare, with courage too much

And a heart afraid, - so bold it is grown -

To hold thy hand with a bridegroom’s touch,
And lake thee for mine, mine own.

So they met and so they ended
Pat, and parting, being blended
Life with life - made one for ever
In high love; and Jayadeva
Hasteneth at to close the story
Of their bridal grace and glory,
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CANTO THE ELEVENTH
THE UNION OF RADHA AND KRISHNA

THUS followed soft and lasting peace, and griefs
Died while she listened to his tender tongue,

Her eyes of antelope alight with love;

And while he led the way to the bride-bower

The maidens of her train adorned her fair

With golden marriage cloths, and sang this song:

(What follows is so the Music VASANTA and the Mode
YATL.)

Follow, happy Radha! Follow,-

In the quiet falling twilight -

The steps of him who followed thee
So steadfastly and far;

Let us bring thee where the banjulas
Have spread a roof of crimson,

Lit up by many a marriage-lamp

of planet, sun, and star:

For the hours of doubt are over,
And thy glad and faithful lover

Hath sound the road by tears and prayers
To thy divinest side;

And thou wilt not now deny him
One delight of all thy beauty,

But yield up open-hearted

His pearl, his prize, his bride.

On, follow! while we fill the air

With songs and softest music;
Lauding thy wedded loveliness,
Dear Mistress past compare!

For there is not any splendour
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Of Apsarasas immortal -

No glory of their beauty rich -

But Radha has a share;

Oh, follow while we sing the song
That fills the worlds with longing,
The music of the Lord of love
Who melts all hearts with bliss;
For now is born the gladness
That springs from mortal sadness,
And all soft thoughts and things and hopes
Were presages of this.

Then, follow, happiest Lady
Follow him thou lovest wholly;

The hour is come to follow now
The soul thy spells have led;

His are thy breasts tike jasper-cups.
And his thine eyes like planets;
Thy fragrant hair, thy stately neck,
Thy queenly sumptuous head;

Thy soft small feet, thy perfect lips,
Thy teeth like jasmine petals,

Thy gleaming rounded shoulders,
And long caressing arms,

Being thine to give, are his; and his
The twin strings of thy girdle,

And his the priceless treasure

Of thine utter-sweetest charms,

So follow! while the flowers break forth
In white and amber clusters,
At the breath of thy pure presence.
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And the radiance on thy brow:

Oh, follow where the Asokas wave
Their sprays of gold and purple,

As if to beckon thee the way

That Krishna passed but now;

He is gone a little forward!

Though thy steps are faint for pleasure,
Let him hear the tattling ripple

Of the bangles round thy feet;

Moving slowly o’er the blossoms

On the path which he has shown thee,
That when he turns to listen

It may make his fond heart beat.

And loose thy jewelled girdle

Alittle, that its rubies

May tinkle softest music too,

And whisper thou art near:

Though now, if In the forest

Thou should’st bend one blade of Kusha
With silken touch of passing foot,

His heart would know and hear;

Would hear the wood-buds sang,

“It is Radha’s foot that passes;”

Would hear the wind sigh love-sick.

“It is Radha’s fragrance, this;”

Would hear thine own heart beating

Within thy panting bosom.

And know thee comng, coming.

His ever, ever his

“‘Mine!” - hark! we are near enough for hearing -
Soon she come - she will smile - she will say
Honey-sweet words of heavenly endearing;
O soul! listen; my Bride ‘son her way!;
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Hear’st him not, my Radha?

Lo, night bendeth o’er thee -

Darker than dark Tamala - leaves -

To list thy marriage-song;

Dark as the touchstone that tries gold,
And see now on - before thee -
Those lines of tender light that creep
The clouded sky along:

O night! that trieth gold of love.

This love is proven perfect!

O lines that streak the touchstone sky.
Flash forth true shining gold!

O rose-leaf feet, go boldly!

O night! - that lovest lovers -

Thy softest robe of silence
About these bridals told!

See’st thou not, my Radha?

Lo, the night, thy bridesmaid.

Comes!- her eyes thick painted

With soorma of the gloom-

The night that binds the planet - worlds
For jewels on her forehead.

And for emblem and for garland

Loves the blue-black lotus-bloom;

The night that scents her breath so sweet
With cool and musky odours.

That joys to spread her veil of shade
Over the limbs of love:

And when, with loving weary.
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Yet dreaming love, they slumber.

Sets the far stars for silver lamps
To light them from above.

So came she where he stood, awaiting her

Al the bows entry, like a god to see,

With marriage gladness and the race of heaven.

The great pearl set on his glorious head

Shone like a moon among the leaves, and shone

Like stars the gems that kept her gold gown dose:

But still a little while she paused - abashed

At her delight, of her deep joy afraid-

And they that tended her sang once more this:

(What follows is to The Music VARADI and the Mode RUPAKA.)

Enter, thrice-happy! enter, thrice-desired!
And let the gates of Hari shut thee in
With the soul destined to thee from of old.

Tremble not! lay thy lovely shame aside;

Lay ii aside with thine unfastened zone.

And love him with the love that knows not fear.
Because it fears not change; enter thou in,

Flower of all sweet and stainless womanhood!

For ever to grow blight, for ever new,;

Enter beneath the flowers, O flower-fair

Beneath these tendrils, Loveliest! that entwine

And clasp, and wreathe and clang, with kissing stems;

Enter, with tender-blowing sirs of heaven.
Soft as loves breath and gentle as the tones
Of lover’s whisper, when tie lips come close:
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Enter the house of Love, O loveliest!
Enter tie marriage bower, most beautiful
And take and give the joy that Hari grants.

Thy heart has entered, let thy feet go too!
Lo, Krishna lo, the one that thirsts for thee!
Give him the drink of amrit from thy lips.

Then she, no more delaying entered straight;
Her step a little faltered, but her face
Shone with unutterable Quick love; and - while

The music of her bangles passed the porch-
Shame, which had lingered in her downcast eyes.
Departed shamed and like the mighty deep,
Which sees the moon and rises, all his life
Uprose to drink her beams.

Hari keep you He whose might,

On the King of Serpents seated,

Rashes forth in dazzling light

From the Great Snake’s gems repeated:
Hari keep you He whose graces.

Manifold in majesty,

Multiplied in heavenly places

Multiply on earth to see

Belier with a hundred eyes

Her bright charms who by him lies.

What skill may be in singing,
What worship sound in song,
What lore be taught in loving,
What right divined from wrong:
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Such things hath Jayadeva -

In this his Hymn of Love,
Which lauds Govinda ever, -
Displayed; may all approve!
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THE FIRST PART
Joyful Krishna
Barbara Stoler Miller

“Clouds thicken the sky.
Tamala trees darken the forest.
The night frightens him.
Radha, you take him home!”

They leave at Nanda’s order,
Passing trees in thickets on the way,

Until secret passions of Radha and Madhava
Triumph on the Jumna riverbank. 1

Jayadeva, wandering king of bards

who sing at Padmavatr’s lotus feet,

Was obsessed in his heart

By rhythms of the goddess of speech,

And he made this lyrical poem

From tales of the passionate play

When Krishna loved Sr. 2

Umaéapatidhara is prodigal with speech,

Sarana is renowned for his subtle flowing sounds,

But only Jayadeva divines the pure design of words.
Dhoyt is famed as king of poets for his musical ear,

But no one rivals master Govardhana

For poems of erotic mood and sacred truth. 3

If remembering Hari enriches you heart,

If his arts of seduction arouse you,
Listen to Jayadeva’s speech

In these sweet soft lyrical songs. 4
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In seas that rage as the aeon of chaos collapses,

You keep the holy Veda like a ship straight on course.
You take form as the Fish, Krishna.
Triumph, Hari, Lord of the World! 5

Where the world rests on your vast back,

Thick scars show the weight of bearing earth.

You take form as the Tortoise, Krishna.

Triumph, Hari, Lord of the World! 6

The earth clings to the tip of your tusk

Like a speck of dust caught on the crescent moon.

You take form as the Boar, Krishna.

Triumph, Hari, Lord of the World! 7

Nails on your soft lotus hand are wondrous claws
Tearing the gold-robed body of black bee Hiranyakasipu.
You take form as the Man-lion, Krishna

Triumph, Hari, Lord of the World! 8

Wondrous dwarf, when you cheat demon Bali with wide steps,
Water falls from your lotus toenails to purify creatures.

You take form as the Dwarf, Krishna

Triumph, Hari, Lord of the World! 9

You wash evil from the world in a flood of warriors’ blood,
And the pain of existence is eased.

You take form as the axman Priest, Krishna.

Triumph, Hari, Lord of the World! 10

Incited by gods who guard the directions in battle,
You hurl Ravana’s ten demon heads to the skies
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You take form as the prince Rama, Krishna.

Triumph Hari, Lord of the World! 11

The robe on your bright body is colored with rain clouds,
And Jumna waters roiling in fear of your plow’s attack.
You take form as the plowman Balarama, Krishna.
Triumph, Hari, Lord of the World! 12

Moved by deep compassion, you condemn the Vedic way
That ordains animal slaughter in rites of sacrifice.

You take form as the enlightened Buddha, Krishna.
Triumph, Hari, Lord of the World! 13

You raise your sword like a fiery meteor

Slashing barbarian hordes to death.

You take form as the avenger Kalki, Krishna.

Triumph, Hari, Lord of the World! 14

Listen to the perfect invocation of poet Jayadeva,
Joyously evoking the essence of existence!

You take the tenfold cosmic form, Krishna.

Triumph, Hari, Lord of the World! 15

For upholding the Vedas,

For supporting the earth,

For raising the world,

For tearing the demon asunder,
For cheating Bali,

For destroying the warrior class,
For conquering Ravana,
For wielding the plow,




328 BARBARA STOLER MILLER

For spreading compassion,

For routing the barbarians,

Homage to you, Krishna,

In your ten incarnate forms! 16

The second song, sung with Raga ‘Gurjari’ $:

You rest on the circle of Sri’s breast,

Wearing your earrings,

Fondling wanton forest garlands.

Triumph, God of Triumph, Hari! 17

The sun’s jewel light encircles you

As you break through the bond of existence

A wild Himalayan goose on lakes in minds of holy men.
Triumph, God of Triumph, Hari! 18

You defeat the venomous serpent Kaliya,

Exciting your Yadu kinsmen

Like sunlight inciting lotuses to bloom.

Triumph, God of Triumph, Hari! 19

You ride your fierce eagle Garuda

To battle demons Madhu and Mura and Naraka,

Leaving the other gods free to play.

Triumph, God of Triumph, Hari! 20

Watching with long omniscient lotus-petal eyes,

You free us from bonds of existence,

Preserving life in the world’s three realms.

Triumph, God of Triumph, Hari! 21
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Janaka’s daughter Sité adorns you.

You conquer demon Dusana.

You kill ten-headed Ravana in battle.

Triumph, God of Triumph, Hari! 22

Your beauty is fresh as rain clouds.

You hold the mountain to churn elixir from the sea.

Your eyes are night birds drinking from Sri’s moon face.
Triumph, God of Triumph, Hari! 23

Poet Jayadeva joyously sings

This song of invocation

In an auspicious prayer.

Triumph, God of Triumph, Hari! 24

As he rests in Sri's embrace,

On the soft slope of her breast,

The saffroned chest of Madhu’s killer

Is stained with red marks of passion

And sweat from fatigue of tumultuous loving.

May his broad chest bring you pleasure too? 25

When spring came, tender-limbed Radha wandered
Like a flowering creeper in the forest wilderness,
Seeking Krishna in his many haunts.

The god of love increased her ordeal,

Tormenting her with fevered thoughts,

And her friend sang to heighten the mood. 26

The third song, sung with ‘Vasanta raga’ $:

Soft sandal mountain winds caress quivering vines of clove.

Forest huts hum with droning bees and crying cuckoos.
When spring’s mood is rich, Hari roams here
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To dance with young women, friend
A cruel time for deserted lovers. 27

Lonely wives of travelers whine in love’s mad fantasies.
Bees swarm over flowers clustered to fill mimosa branches.
When spring’s mood is rich, Hari roams here

To dance with young women, friend-

A cruel time for deserted lovers. 28

Tamala trees’ fresh leaves absorb strong scents of deer musk.
Flame-tree petals, shining nails of Love, tear at young hearts.
When spring’s mood is rich, Hari roams here

To dance with young women, friend-

A cruel time for deserted lovers. 29

Gleaming saffron flower pistils are golden scepters of Love.
Trumpet flowers like wanton bees are arrows in Love’s quiver.
When spring’s mood is rich, Hari roans here

To dance with young women, friend -

A cruel time for deserted lovers. 30

Tender buds bloom into laughter as creatures abandon
modesty.

Cactus spikes pierce the sky to wound deserted lovers.
When spring’s mood is rich, Hari roams here

To dance with young women, friend

A cruel time for deserted lovers. 31

Scents of twining creepers mingle with perfumes of fresh
garlands

Intimate bonds with young things bewilder even hermit hearts.
When spring’s mood is rich, Hari roams here

To dance with young women, friend -

A cruel time for deserted lovers. 32
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Budding mango trees tremble from the embrace of rising vines.
Brindaban forest is washed by meandering Jumna river waters.
When spring’s mood is rich, Hari roams here

To dance with young women, friend -

A cruel time for deserted lovers. 33

Jayadeva’s song evokes the potent memory of Hari’s feet,

Coloring the forest in springtime mood heightened by Love’s
presence

When spring’s mood is rich, Hari roams here
To dance with young women, friend -
A cruel time for deserted lovers. 34

Wind perfumes the forests with fine pollen

Shaken loose from newly blossomed jasmine

As it blows Love’s cactus fragrant breath

To torture every heart it touches here. 35

Crying sounds of cuckoos, mating on mango shoots
Shaken as bees seek honey scents of opening buds,
Raise fever in the ears of lonely travelers

Somehow they survive these days

By tasting the mood of lovers’ union
In climaxing moments of meditation. 36

Pointing to Mura’s defeater nearby

Delighting in his seductive game

Of reveling in many women’s embraces,

Her friend sang to make Radha look back. 37
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The fourth song, sung with Raga ‘Ramakari’ $:

Yellow silk and wildflower garlands lie on dark sandaloiled skin.
Jewel earrings dangling in play ornament his smiling cheeks.
Hari revels here as the crowd of charming girls

Revels in seducing him to play. 38

One cowherdess with heavy breasts embraces Hari lovingly
And celebrates him in a melody of love.

Hari revels here as the crowd of charming girls

Revels in seducing him to play. 39

Another simple girl, lured by his wanton quivering look,
Meditates intently on the lotus face of Madhu'’s killer.
Hari revels here as the crowd of charming girls

Revels in seducing him to play. 40

A girl with curving hips, bending to whisper in his ear,
Cherishes her kiss on her lover’s tingling cheek.

Hari revels here as the crowd of charming girls

Revels in seducing him to play. 41

Eager for the art of his love on the Jumna riverbank, a girl
Pulls his silk cloth toward a thicket of reeds with her hand.
Hari revels here as the crowd of charming girls

Revels in seducing him to play. 42

Hari praises a girl drunk from dancing in the rite of love,

With beating palms and ringing bangles echoing his flute’s
low tone.

Hari revels here as the crowd of charming girls
Revels in seducing him to play. 43
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He hugs one, he kisses another, he caresses another dark
beauty.

He stares at one’s suggestive smiles, he mimics a willful girl.
Hari revels here as the crowd of charming girls
Revels in seducing him to play. 44

The wondrous mystery of Krishna’s sexual play in Brindaban
forest

Is Jayadeva’s song. Let its celebration spread Krishna'’s favors!
Hari revels here as the crowd of charming girls
Revels in seducing him to play. 45

When he quickens all things

To create bliss in the world,

His soft black sinuous lotus limbs

Begin the festival of love

And beautiful cowherd girls wildly

Wind him in their bodies.

Friend, in spring young Hari plays

Like erotic mood incarnate. 46

Winds from sandalwood mountains

Blow now toward Himalayan peaks,

Longing to plunge in the snows

After weeks of writhing

In the hot bellies of ground snakes.

Melodious voices of cuckoos

Raise their joyful sound

When they spy the buds

On tips of smooth mango branches. 47

“Joyful Krishna” is the first part in Gitagovinda.
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THE SECOND PART
Careless Krishna

While Hari roamed in the forest

Making love to all the women,

Radha’s hold on him loosened,

And envy drove her away.

But anywhere she tried to retreat

In her thicket of wild vines,

Sounds of bees buzzing circles overhead
Depressed her -

She told her friend the secret. 1

The Fifth Song, sung with Raga ‘Gurjari” $:

Sweet notes from his alluring flute echo nectar from his lips.

His restless eyes glance, his head sways, earrings play at
his cheeks.

My heart recalls Hari here in his love dance,
Playing seductively, laughing, mocking me. 2

A circle of peacock plumes caressed by moonlight crowns his
hair.

A rainbow colors the fine cloth on his cloud-dark body.
My heart recalls Hari here in his love dance,
Playing seductively, laughing, mocking me. 3

Kissing mouths of round-hipped cowherd girls whets his lust.
Brilliant smiles flash from the ruby-red buds of his sweet lips.
My heart recalls Hari here in his love dance,

Playing seductively, laughing, mocking me. 4
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Vines of his great throbbing arms circle a thousand
cowherdesses

Jewel rays from his hands and feet and chest break the dark
night.

My heart recalls Hari here in his love dance,
Playing seductively, laughing, mocking me. 5

His sandalpaste brow mark outshines the moon in a mass of
clouds.

His cruel heart is a hard door bruising circles of swelling
breasts.

My heart recalls Hari here in his love dance,
Playing seductively, laughing, mocking me. 6

Jeweled earrings in sea-serpent form adorn his sublime cheeks.
His trailing yellow cloth is a retinue of sages, gods, and spirits.
My heart recalls Hari here in his love dance,

Playing seductively, laughing, mocking me. 7

Meeting me under a flowering tree, he calms my fear of dark
time,

Delighting me deeply by quickly glancing looks at my heart.
My heart recalls Hari here in his love dance,
Playing seductively, laughing, mocking me. 8

Jayadeva’s song evokes an image of Madhu’s beautiful foe
Fit for worthy men who keep the memory of Hari’s feet.

My heart recalls Hari here in his love dance,

Playing seductively, laughing, mocking me. 9

My heart values his vulgar ways,
Refuses to admit my rage,
Feels strangely elated,
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And keeps denying his guilt.
When he steals away without me
To indulge his craving
For more young women,
My perverse heart
Only wants Krishna back.
What can | do? 10

The sixth Song, sung with Raga “Malava” $:

| reach the lonely forest but where he secretly lies at night.

My trembling eyes search for him as he laughs in a mood of
passion.

Friend, bring Kesi’s sublime torementor to revel with me!
I've gone mad waiting for his fickle love to change. 11

| shy from his when we meet; he coaxes me with flattering
words.

| smile at him tenderly as he loosens the silken cloths on my
hips.

Friend, bring Kesi’ sublime tormentor to revel with me!

I've gone mad waiting for his fickle love to change. 12

| fall on the bed of tender ferns; he lies on my breasts forever.
| embrace him, kiss him; he clings to me drinking my lips.
Friend, bring Kesi’s sublime tormentor to revel with me!

I've gone mad waiting for his fickle love to change. 13

My eyes close languidly as | feel the flesh quiver on his cheek.

My body is moist with sweet; he is shaking from the wine of
lust.

Friend, bring Kesi’s sublime tormentor to revel with me!
I've gone mad waiting for his fickle love to change. 14
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| murmur like cuckoo; he masters love’s secret rite.

My hair is a tangle of wilted flowers; my breasts bear his
nilmarks.

Friend, bring Kesi’s sublime tormentor to revel with me!
I've gone mad waiting for his fickle love to change. 15

Jewel anklets ring at my feet as he reaches the height of
passion.

My belt falls noisily; he draws back my hair to kiss me.
Friend, bring Kegi’s sublime tormentor to revel with me!
I've gone mad waiting for his fickle love to change. 16

| savor passion’s joyful time; his lotus eyes are barely open.
My body falls like a limp vine; Madhu’s foe delights in my love.
Friend, bring Keri’'s sublime tormentor to revel with me!

I've gone mad waiting for his fickle love to change. 17

Jayadeva sings about Radha’s fantasy of making love with
Madhu’s Killer.

Let the story of a lonely cowherdess spread joy in his graceful
play.

Friend, bring Kesi’s sublime tormentor to revel with me!

I've gone mad waiting for his fickle love to change. 18

The enchanting flute in his hand

Lies fallen under coy glances;

Sweat of love wets his cheeks;

His bewildered face is smiling

When Krishna sees me watching him
Playing in the forest

In a crowd of village beauties,

| feel the joy of desire. 19
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Wind from a lakeside garden

Coaxing buds on new asoka branches

Into clusters of scarlet flowers

Is only fanning the flames to burn me.

This mountain

Of new mango blossoms

Humming with roving bumblebees

Is no comfort to me now, friend. 20

“Careless Krishna” is the second part in Gitagovinda.
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THE THIRD PART
Bewildered Krishna

Krishna, demon Kamsa’s foe,

Feeling Radha bind his heart with chains
Of memories buried in other wordly lives,
Abandoned the beautiful cowherd girls.

As he searched for Radhika in vain,
Arrows of love pierced his weary mind
And Madhava repented as he suffered
In a thcket on the Jumna riverbank.

The Seventh Song, sung with Raga “Gurjari” $:

She saw me surrounded in the crowd of women,
And went away.
| was too Ashamed,
Too Afraid to stop her.
Damn me! My wanton ways
Made her leave in anger.

What will she do, what will she say to me

For desorting her this long?

| have little use for wealth or people

Or my life or my home.
Damn me! my wanton ways
Made her leave in anger.

| brood on her brow curving
Over her anger-shadowed face,
Like a red lotus
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Shadowed by a bee hovering above.
Damn me! My wanton ways
Made her leave in anger.

In my heart’s sleepless state

| wildly enjoy her loving me.

Why do | follow her now in the woods?
Why do | cry in vain?

Damn me! My wanton ways

Made her leave in anger.

Frail Radha, | know jealousy
Wastes your heart.

But | can’t beg your forgiveness
When | don’t know where you are.
Damn me! My wanton ways

Made her leave in anger.

You haunt me,

Appearing, disappearing again.

Why do you deny me

Winding embraces you once gavc me?
Damn me! My wanton ways

Made her leave in anger.

Forgive me now!

| won’t do this to you again!

Give me a vision, beautiful R&dha!
| burn with passion of love.

Damn me My wanton ways

Made her leave in anger.
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Hari’s state is painted

With deep emotion by Jayadeva —
The poet from Kindubilva village
The moon rising out of the sea.

Damn me! My wanton ways
Made her leave in anger. 10

Lotus stalks garland my heart,

Not a necklace of snakes!

Blue lily petals circle my neck,

Not a streak of poison!

Sandalwood powder, not ash,

Is smeared on my lovelorn body!

Love-god, don’t attack, mistaking me for Siva
Why do you rush at me in rage? 11

Don't lift your mango-blossom arrow!

Don’t aim your bow!

Our games prove your triumph, Love.
Striking weak victims is empty valor.
Radha’s doe eyes broke my heart

With a volley of glances

Impelled by love—

Nothing can arouse me now! 12

Glancing arrows your brow’s bow conceals
May cause pain in my soft mortal core.
Your heavy black sinuous braid

May perversely whip me to death.

Your luscious red berry lips, frail Radha,
May spread a strange delirium.

But how do breasts in perfect circles

Play havoc with my life? 13
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Her joyful responses to my touch,

Trembling liquid movements of her eyes,
Fragrance from her lotus mouth,

A sweet ambiguous stream of words,

Nectar from her red berry lips

Even when the sensuous objects are gone,

My mind holds on to her in a trance.

How does the wound of her desertion deepen? 14

Her arched brow is his bow,

Her darting glances are arrows,

Her earlobe is the bowstring—

Why are the weapons guarded

In Love’s living goddess of triumph?

The world is already vanquished 15

“Bewildered Krishna” is the third part in Gitagovinda.
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THE FOURTH PART
Tender Krishna

In a clump of reeds on the Jumna riverbank
Where Madhava waited helplessly,

Reeling under the burden of ardent love,
Radhika’s friend spoke to him. 1

The Eighth song, sung with Raga “Karnata” $:

She slanders sandalbalm and moonbeams-weariness confuses
her.

She feels venom from nests of deadly snakes in sandal
mountain winds

Lying dejected by your desertion, fearing Love’s arrows,
She clings to you in fantasy, Madhava. 2

Trying to protect you from the endless fall of Love’s arrows,
She shields her heart’i soft mortal core with moist lotus petals,
Lying dejected by your desertion, fearing Love’s arrows,

She clings to you in fantasy, Madhava. 3

She covets a couch of Love’s arrows to practice her seductive
art.

She makes her flower bed a penance to win joy in your
embrace.

Lying dejected by your desertion, fearing Love’s arrows,
She clings to you in fantasy, Madhava. 4
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She raises her sublime lotus face, clouded and streaked with
tears,

Like the moon dripping with nectar from cuts of the eclipse’s
teeth.

Lying dejected by your desertion, fearing Love’s arrows,
She clings to you in fantasy, Madhava. 5

She secretly draws you with deer musk to resemble the god of
love,

Riding a sea monster, aiming mango-blossom arrows—she
worships you.

Lying dejected by your desertion, fearing Love’s arrows,

She clings to you in fantasy, Madhava. 6

She cries out the words, “Madhava, | fall at your feet!

When your face turns away, even moonlight scorches my body.”
Lying dejected by your desertion, fearing Love’s arrows,

She clings to you in fantasy, Madhava. 7

She evokes you in deep meditation to reach your distant form.
She laments, laughs, collapses, cries, trembles, utters her pain.
Lying dejected by your desertion, fearing Love’s arrows,
She clings to you in fantasy, Madhava. 8

If your heart hopes to dance to the haunting song of Jayadeva,

Study what her friend said about Radha suffering Hari’'s
desertion.

Lying dejected by your desertion, fearing Love’s arrows,
She clings to you in fantasy, Madhava. 9

Her house becomes a wild jungle,

Her band of loving friends a snare.
Sighs fan her burning pain

To flames that rage like forest fire.
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Suffering your desertion,

She takes form as a whining doe

And turns Love into Death

Disguised as a tiger hunting prey. 10

The Ninth song, sung in Raga “Desakhya” $:

An exquisite garland lying on her breasts
Is a burden to the frail wasted girl.
Krishna, Radhika suffers in your desertion. 11

Moist sandalbalm smoothed on her body
Feels like dread poison to her.
Krishna, Radhika suffers in your desertion. 12

The strong wind of her own sighing
Feels like the burning fire of love.
Krishna, Radhika suffers in your desertion. 13

Her eyes shed tears everywhere
Like dew from lotuses with broken stems.
Krishna, Radhika suffers in your desertion. 14

Her eyes see a couch of tender shoots,
But she imagines a ritual bed of flames.
Krishna, Radhika suffers in your desertion. 15

She presses her palm against her cheek,
Wan as a crescent moon in the evening.
Krishna, Radhika suffers in your desertion. 16

“Hari! Hari!” she chants passionately,
As if destined to die through harsh neglect.
Krishna, Radhika suffers in your desertion. 16
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She found your neglect in love unbearable before,

May singing Jayadeva’s song

Give pleasure to the worshipper at Krishna'’s feet!

Krishna, Radhika suffers in your desertion.

She bristles with pain, sucks in breath,
Cries, shudders, gasps,

Broods deep, reels, stammers,

Falls, raises herself, then faints.
When fevers of passion rage so high,
A frail girl may live by your charm.

If you feel sympathy, Krishna,

Play godly healer! Or Death may take her.

Divine physician of her heart,

The love-sick girl can only be healed
With elixir from your body.

Free Radha from her torment, Krishna
Or you are crueler

Than Indra’s dread thunderbolt.

While her body lies sick
From smoldering fever of love,
Her heart suffers strange slow suffocation

18

19

20

In mirages of sandalbalm, moonlight, lotus pools.
When exhaustion forces her to meditate on you,

On the cool body of her solitary lover,
She feels secretly revived—
For a moment the feeble girl breathes life.

21

Despairing if you closed your eyes even for a moment.
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How will she live through this long desertion,
Watching flowers on tips of mango branches? 22

“Tender Krishna” is the fourth part in Gitagovinda.
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THE FIFTH PART
Lotus-eyed Krishna Longing for Love

“I'll stay here, you go to Radha!

Appease her with my words and bring her to me!”
Commanded by Madhu'’s foe, her friend

Went to repeat his words to Radha. 1

The Tenth Song, sung with ‘Raga ‘Desavaradi’ $:

Sandalwood mountain winds blow,

Spreading passion.

Flowers bloom in profusion,

Tearing deserted lovers’ hearts.
Wildflower-garlanded Krishna

Suffers in your desertion, friend. 2

Cool moon rays scorch him,

Threatening death.

Love’s arrow falls

And he laments his weakness.
Wildflower-garlanded Krishna

Suffers in your desertion, friend. 3

Bees swarm, buzzing sounds of love,

Making him cover his ears.

Your neglect affects his heart,

Inflicting pain night after night.
Wildflower-garlanded Krishna

Suffers in your desertion, friend. 4
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He dwells in dense forest wilds,

Rejecting his luxurious house.
He tosses on his bed of earth,
Frantically calling your name.
Wildflower-garlanded Krishna
Suffers in your desertion, friend. 5

Poet Jayadeva sings

To describe Krishna’s desolation.

When your heart feels his strong desire,

Hari will rise to favor you.

Wildflower-garlanded Krishna

Suffers in your desertion, friend. 6

Madhava still waits for you

In Love’s most sacred thicket,

Where you perfected love together.

He meditates on you without sleeping,

Muttering a series of magical prayers.

He craves the rich elixir that flows

From embracing your full breasts. 7

The Eleventh Song, sung with ‘Raga “Gurjari” $:

He ventures in secret to savor your passion, dressed for love’s
delight.

Radha, don't let full hips idle! Follow the lord of your heart!
In woods on the wind-swept Jumna bank,
Krishna waits in wildflower garlands. 8
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He plays your name to call you on his sweet reed flute.

He cherishes breeze-blown pollen that touched your fragile
body.

In woods on the wind-swept Jumna bank,
Krishna waits in wildflower garlands. 9

When a bird feather falls or a leaf stirs, he imagines your
coming.

He makes the bed of love; he eyes your pathway anxiously.
In woods on the wind-swept Jumna bank,

Krishna waits in wildflower garlands. 10

Leave your noisy anklets! They clang like traitors in love play.
Go to the darkened thicket, friend! Hide in a cloak of night!
In woods on the wind-swept Jumna bank,

Krishna waits in wildflower garlands. 11

Your garlands fall on Krishna’s chest like white cranes on a
dark cloud.

Shining lightning over him, Radha, you ‘rule in the climax of
love.

In woods on the wind-swept Jumna bank,
Krishna waits in wildflower garlands. 12

Loosen your clothes, untie your belt, open your loins!
Radha, your gift of delight is like treasure in a bed of vines.
In woods on the wind-swept Jumna bank,

Krishna waits in wildflower garlands. 13

Hari is proud. This night is about to end now.

Speed my promise to him! Fulfill the desire of Madhu’s foe!
In woods on the wind-swept Jumna bank,

Krishna waits in wildflower garlands. 14
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While Jayadeva sings his enticing song to worship Hari,

Bow to Hari! He loves your favor—his heart is joyful and
gentle.

In woods on the wind-swept Jumna bank,
Krishna waits in wildflower garlands. 15

Sighing incessantly, he pours out his grief.

He endlessly searches the empty directions.

Each time he enters the forest thicket,

Humming to himself, he gasps for breath.

He makes your bed of love again and again,
Staring at it in empty confusion.

Lovely Radha, your lover suffers

Passion’s mental pain. 16

Your spitefulness ebbed

As the hot-rayed sun set.

Krishna’s mad desire

Deepened with the darkness.

The pitiful cry of lonely cuckoos

Keeps echoing my plea,

“Delay is useless, you fool

It is time for lovers to meet!” 17

Two lovers meeting in darkness

Embrace and kiss

And claw as desire rises

To dizzying heights of love.

When familiar voices reveal

That they ventured into the dark

To betray each other,

The mood is mixed with shame. 18
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As you cast your frightened glance

On the dark path,

As you stop at every tree,

Measuring your steps slowly,

As you secretly move

With love surging through your limbs,

Krishna is watching you, Radha!

Let him celebrate your coming! 19

“Lotus-eyed Krishna Longing for Love” is the fifth part
in Gitagovinda.
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THE SIXTH PART
Indolent Krishna

Seeing Radha in her retreat of vines,

Powerless to leave, impassioned too long,

Her friend described her state

While Krishna lay helpless with love. 1

The Twelfth Song, sung with Raga “Nata” $:

In her loneliness she sees you everywhere
Drinking springflower honey from other lips.
Lord Hari, Radha suffers in her retreat. 2

Rushing in her haste to meet you,
She stumbles after a few steps and falls.
Lord Hari, Radha suffers in her retreat. 3

Weaving bracelets from supple lotus shoots
As symbols of your skillful love, she keeps alive.
Lord Hari, Radha suffers in her retreat. 4

Staring at her ornaments’ natural grace,
She fancies, “l am Krishna, Madhu’s foe.”
Lord Hari, Radha suffers in her retreat. 5

“Why won'’t Hari come quickly to meet me?”
She incessantly asks her friend.
Lord Hari, Radha suffers in her retreat. 6
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She embraces, she kisses cloud-like forms
Of the vast dark night. “Hari has come,” she says.
Lord Hari, Radha suffers in her retreat. 7

While you idle here, modesty abandons her,
She laments, sobs as she waits to love you.
Lord Hari, Radha suffers in her retreat. 8

May poet Jayadeva’s song
Bring joy to sensitive men!
Lord Hari, Radha suffers in her retreat. 9

Her body bristling with longing,

Her breath sucking in words of confusion,

Her voice cracking in deep cold fear—

Obsessed by intense thoughts of passion,

Radha sinks in a sea of erotic mood,

Clinging to you in her meditation, cheat! 10

She ornaments her limbs

When a leaf quivers or a feather falls.

Suspecting your coming,

She spreads out the bed

And waits long in meditation.

Making her bed of ornaments and fantasies,

She evokes a hundred details of you

In her own graceful play.

But the frail girl will not survive, Tonight without you. 11

“Indolent Krishna” is the sixth part in Gitagovinda.
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THE SEVENTH PART
Cunning Krishna
As night came
The mood displayed cratered stains,
Seeming to flaunt its guilt
In betraying secret paths
Of adulterous women,
Lighting depths of Brindaban forest
With moonbeam nets—
A spot of sandalwood powder
On the face of a virgin sky. 1

While the moon rose

And Madhava idled,

Lonely Radha

Cried her pain aloud

In pitiful sobbing. 2

The Thirteenth song Sung with Raga Malava $:

Just when we promised to meet, Hari avoided the woods.
The flawless beauty of my youth is barren now.

Whom can | seek for refuge here?

My friend’s advice deceives me. 3

| followed him at night to depths of the forest.

He pierced my heart with arrows of love.

Whom can | seek for refuge here?

My friend’s advice deceives me. 4

Death is better than living in my barren body.
Why do | blankly endure love’s desolating fire?
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Whom can | seek for refuge here?
My friend’s advice deceives me. 5

The sweet spring night torments my loneliness

Some other girl now enjoys Hari’s favor.

Whom can | seek for refuge here?

My friend’s advice deceives me. 6

Every bangle and jewel | wear pains me,

Carrying the fire of Hari’s desertion.

Whom can | seek for refuge here?

My friend’s advice deceives me. 7

Even a garland strikes at the heart of my fragile body
With hard irony, like Love’s graceful arrow.

Whom can | seek for refuge here?

My friend’s advice deceives me. 8

| wait among countless forest reeds;

Madhu'’s killer does not recall me, even in his heart.
Whom can | seek for refuge here?

My friend’s advice deceives me. 9

Jayadeva’s speech takes refuge at Hari’s feet.

Keep it in your heart like a tender girl skillful in love.
Whom can | see-k for refuge here?

My friend’s advice deceives me. 10

Has he waylaid some loving girl?

Do his friends hold him by clever tricks?

Is he roaming blindly near the dark forest?

Or does my lover’s anguished mind so tangle the path
That he cannot come into this thicket of vines

And sweet swamp reeds where we promised to meet 11
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When Radha saw her friend come back
Without Madhava,
Downcast and tongue-tied,
Suspicion raised a Vision of some girl
Delighting Krishna,
And she told her friend. 12

The Fourteenth Song, sung with Raga “Vasanta” $:

She is richly arrayed in ornaments for the battle of love;
Tangles of flowers lie wilted in her loosened hair.

Some young voluptuous beauty

Revels with the enemy of Madhu. 13

She is visibly excited by embracing Hari;

Her necklaces tremble on full, hard breasts.

Some young voluptuous beauty

Revels with the enemy of Madhu. 14

Curling locks caress her moon face;

She is weary from ardently drinking his lips.

Some young voluptuous beauty

Revels with the enemy of Madhu. 15

Quivering earrings graze her cheeks;

Her belt sounds with her hips’ rolling motion.

Some young voluptuous beauty

Revels with the enemy of Madhu. 16

She laughs bashfully when her lover looks at her;

The taste of passion echoes from her murmuring.

Some young Voluptuous beauty

Revels with the enemy of Madhu. 17
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Her body writhes with tingling flesh and trembling.
The ghost of Love expands inside with her sighing.
Some young voluptuous beauty

Revels with the enemy of Madhu. 18

Drops of sweat wet the graceful body

Fallen limp on his chest in passionate battle.
Some young voluptuous beauty

Revels with the enemy of Madhu. 19
May Hari’'s delight in Jayadeva'’s song

Bring an end to this dark time.

Some young voluptuous beauty

Revels with the enemy of Madhu. 20

The lonely moon,

Like the lotus face of Mura’s foe,

Wan in love’s desolation,

Is calming the surface of my mind.

But the moon is Love’s friend—

It still inflicts his torments

On my heart. 21

The Fifteenth Song, sung with Raga “Gurjari” $:

Her rapt face shows the passion her lips feel kissing him;
With deer musk he draws the form of a stag on the moon.
In woods behind a sandbank on the Jumna river,

Mura'’s foe makes love in triumph now. 22

He lays an amaranth blossom in clouds of hair massed on her

soft face
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A shimmer of lightning shines in the forest where Love goes
hunting.

In woods behind a sandbank on the Jumna river, -
Mura’s foe makes love in triumph now. 23

He smears the domes of her swelling breasts with shining
deer musk,

He makes star clusters with pearls and a moon mark with his
nail.

In woods behind a sandbank on the Jumna river,
Mura’s foe makes love in triumph now. 24

The dark sapphire bangle he slips over each lotus-petal hand
Encircles her arm’s cool pale supple stalk like a swarm of bees.
In woods behind a sandbank on the Jumna river,

Mura'’s foe makes love in triumph now. 25

Her broad hips are a temple of passion holding Love’s golden
throne;

He lays a girdle of gemstones there to mark the gate of triumph.
In woods behind a sandbank on the Jumna river,
Mura’s foe makes love in triumph now. 26

He applies a shining coat of lac to feet lying on his heart
Like tender shoots tipped with pearls to honor Lakmi’s place
inside.

In woods behind a sandbank on the Jumna river,

Mura'’s foe makes love in triumph now. 27

While Balarama'’s fickle brother is delighting some pretty girl,

Why does barren disgust haunt my bower of branches, tell me
friend?

In woods behind a sandbank on the Jumna river,
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Mura'’s foe makes love in triumph now. 28

Jayadeva, king of poets, echoes Hari’s merit in the mood of
his song.

Let evil dark-age rhythms cease at the feet of Madhu'’s foe!
In woods behind a sandbank on the Jumna river,

Mura’s foe makes love in triumph now. 29

Friend, if the pitiless roguewon’t come,

Why should it pain my messenger?

He wantonly delights in loving many women.

Why is this your fault?

See! His tenderness in love

Draws my heart to meet him.

It is trying to break away

From the pain of longing for him. 30

The Sixteenth Song, sung with Raga “Desakhya”

His eyes flirt like blue night lilies in the wind.

The bed of tender shoots won’t burn her.
Wildflower-garlanded Krishna

Caresses her, friend. 31
His soft mouth moves like an open lotus.

Arrows of love won’t wound her.
Wildflower-garlanded Krishna

Caresses her, friend. 32

His mellow speech is elixir of honey.

Sandal mountain winds won'’t scorch her.
Wildflower-garlanded Krishna

Caresses her, friend. 33
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His hands and feet gleam like hibiscus blossoms.
Cold moon rays won’t make her writhe.
Wildflower-garlanded Krishna

Caresses her, friend. 34

His color deepens like rain-heavy thunderheads.
Long desertion won't tear at her heart.
Wildflower-garlanded Krishna

Caresses her, friend. 35

His bright cloth shines gold on black touchstone.
Her servants’ teasing won’t make her sigh.
Wildflower-garlanded Krishna

Caresses her, friend. 36

His tender youth touches all creatures.

She won't feel the pain of terrible pity.
Wildflower-garlanded Krishna

Caresses her, friend. 37

Through words that Jayadeva sings

May Hari possess your heart!
Wildflower-garlanded Krishna

Caresses her, friend. 38

Sandalwood mountain wind,

As you blow southern breezes

To spread the bliss of love,

Soothe me! End the paradox!

Lifebreath of the world,

If you bring me Madhava

For a moment,

You may take my life! 39
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Friends are hostile,

Cool wind is like fire,

Moon nectar is poison,

Krishna torments me in my heart.

But even when he is cruel

| am forced to take him back.

Women with night-lily eyes feel love

In a paradox of passion-bound infinity. 40

Command my torment, sandal mountain wind!
Take my lifebreath with arrows, Love!

| will not go home for refuge again!

Jumna river, sister of Death,

Why should you be kind?

Drown my limbs with waves!

Let my body’s burning be quenched! 41

“Cunning Krishna” is the seventh part in Gitagovinda.
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THE EIGHTH PART
Abashed Krishna

After struggling through the night,

She seemed wasted by the arrows of love.

She denounced her lover bitterly

As he bowed before her, pleading forgiveness. 1

The Seventeenth Song, sung with Raga “Bhairavi” $:

Bloodshot from a sleepless night of passion, listless now,
Your eyes express the mood of awakened love.

Damn you, Madhava! Go! Kesava, leave me!

Don'’t plead your lies with me!

Go after her, Krishna!

She will ease your despair. 2

Dark from kissing her kohl-blackened eyes,

At dawn your lips match your body’s color, Krishna.
Damn you, Madhava! Go! Kesava, leave me!

Don'’t plead your lies with me!

Go after her, Krishna!

She will ease your despair. 3

Etched with scratches of sharp nails in the battle of love,

Your body tells the triumph of passion in gold writing on
sapphire.

Damn you, Madhava! Go! Keava, leave me!
Don'’t plead your lies with me!
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Go after her, Krishna!

She will ease your despair. 4

Drops of red lac from her lotus feet wet your sublime breast.
They force buds from the tree of love to bloom on your skin.
Damn you, Madhava! Go! Kesava, leave me!

Don'’t plead your lies with me!

Go after her, Krishna!

She will ease your despair. 5

The teeth marl she left on your lip creates anguish in my heart.
Why does it evoke the union of your body with mine now?
Damn you, Madhava! Go! Kesava, leave me!

Don'’t plead your lies with me!

Go after her, Krishna!
She will ease your despair. 6

Dark Krishna, your heart must be baser black than your skin.

How can you deceive a faithful creature tortured by fevers of
Love?

Damn you, Madhava! Go! Kesava, leave me!

Don'’t plead your lies with me!

Go after her, Krishna!

She will ease your despair. 7

Why am | shocked that you roam in the woods to consume
weak girls?

The fate of PUtana shows your cruel childhood bent for killing
women.

Damn you, Madhava! Go! Kesava, leave me!

Don'’t plead your lies with me!
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Go after her, Krishna!

She will ease your despair. 8

Jayadeva sings the lament of a jealous girl deceived by
passion.

Listen, sages! Heaven rarely yields such sweet elixir.
Damn you, Madhava! Go! Kesava, leave me!

Don'’t plead your lies with me!

Go after her, Krishna!

She will ease your despair. 9

The red stains her lac-painted feet

Lovingly left on your heart

Look to me like fiery passion

Exposing itself on your skin.

Cheat, the image | have of you now

Flaunting our love’s break

Causes me more shame

Than sorrow. 10

“Abashed Krishna” is the eighth part in Gitagovinda.
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THE NINTH PART
Languishing Krishna

Then, when she felt wasted by love,
Broken by her passion’s intensity,
Despondent, haunted by Hari’s
Response to her quarreling,

Her friend spoke to her. 1

The eighteenth Song, sung with ‘Raga “Gurjari” $:

comes when spring winds, bearing honey, blow.
What greater pleasure exists in the world, friend?
Don’t turn wounded pride on Madhaval!

He is proud too, sullen Radha. 2

Your swollen breasts are riper than palm fruits.
Why do you waste their rich flavor?

Don’t turn wounded pride on Madhaval!

He is proud too, sullen Radha. 3

How often must | repeat the refrain?

Don't recoil when Hari longs to charm you!

Don’t turn wounded pride on Madhaval!

He is proud too, sullen Radha. 4

Why do you cry in hollow despair?

Your girlfriends are laughing at you.

Don’t turn wounded pride on Madhaval!

He is proud too, sullen Radha . 5

See Hari on his cool couch moist lotuses!
Reward your eyes with this fruit!

Don’t turn wounded pride on Madhaval!

He is proud too, sullen Radha. 6
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Why conjure heavy despair in your heart?

Listen to me tell how he regrets betraying you.
Don’t turn wounded pride on Madhaval!

He is proud too, sullen Radha. 7

Let Hari come! Let him speak sweet words!
Why condemn your heart to loneliness?
Don’t turn wounded pride on Madhava! 8

May Jayadeva'’s lilting song

Please sensitive men who hear Hari’s story!
Don’t turn wounded pride on Madhaval!

He is proud too, sullen Radha. 9

When he is tender you are harsh,

When he is pliant you are rigid,

When he is passionate you are hateful,
When he looks expectant you turn away,
You leave when he is loving.

Your perverseness justly

Turns your sandalbaim to poison,

Cool moon rays to heat, ice to fire,

Joys of loveplay to torments of hell. 10

“Languishing Krishna” is the ninth part in Gitagovinda.
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THE TENTH PART
Four Quickening Arms

As night came, he approached Radha,

Finding the force of her anger softened,

Her face weak from endless sighing.

At dusk she stared in shame at her friend’s face
As Hari stammered his blissful words. 1

The Nineiteenth Song, sung with ‘Raga “Desavaradi”

&

If you speak, moonlight gleaming on your teeth
Dispels the dread darkness of fear.

Let your moon face lure my nightbird eyes

To taste nectar from your quivering lips!

Radha, cherished love,

Abandon your baseless pride!

Love’s fire burns my heart—

Bring wine in your lotus mouth! 2

If you feel enraged at me, Radha,

Inflict arrow-wounds with your sharp nails!

Bind me in your arms! Bite me with your teeth!
Or do whatever excites your pleasure!

Radha, cherished love,

Abandon your baseless pride!

Love’s fire burns my heart—

Bring wine in your lotus mouth! 3
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You are my ornaments, my life;

My jewel in the sea of existence.

Be yielding to me forever,

My heart fervently pleads!

Radha, cherished love,

Abandon your baseless pride!

Love’s fire burns my heart-

Bring wine in you lotus mouth! 4

Frail Radha, even with dark lotus pupils,

Your angry eyes are like scarlet lilies.

As your arrows of love arouse emotion,

My black form responds with red passion.
Radha, cherished love,

Abandon your baseless pride!

Love’s fire burns my heart -

Bring wine in your lotus mouth! 5

Let pearl quivering on full breasts

Move the depths of your heart!

Let a gridle ringing on round hips

Proclaim the command of love!

Radha, cherished love,

Abandon your baseless pride!

Love’s fire burns my heart -

Bring wine in your lotus mouth! 6

Your hibiscus-blossom foot colors my heart

As your beauty fills the stage of love.

Speak, soft voiced Radha! Let me dye your feet
With the rich liquid of gleaming red lac!

Radha, cherished love,

Abandon your baseless pride!
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Love’s fire burns my heart-
Bring wine in your lotus mouth!

Place your foot on my head

A sublime flower destroying poison of love
Let your foot quell the harsh sun

Burning its fiery form in me to torment Love.
Radha, cherished love,

Abandon your baseless pride

Love’s fire burns my heart-

Bring wine in your lotus mouth!

This graceful loving coaxing
Mura’s foe spoke to Radhika
Triumphs in the joy Jayadeva sings
To delight his muse Padmavat.
Radha, cherished love,

Abandon your baseless pride
Love’s fire burns my heart-

Bring wine in your lotus mouth!

Fretful Radha, don’t suspect me!

A rival has no place

When your voluptuous breasts and hips
Always occupy my heart.

Only the ghost of Love is potent enough
To penetrate my subtle core.

When | start to press your heavy breasts,
Fulfill our destined rite!

Punish me, lovely fool!
Bite me with your cruel teeth!
Chain me with your creeper arms!
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Crush me with your hard breasts!

Angry goddess, don’t weaken with joy!

Let Love’s despised arrows

Pierce me to sap my life’s power! 11

Your useless silence tortures me, frail Radha.
Sing sweet lyrics in the mode oif love!

Tender girl, destroy my pain with your eyes!
Beautiful Radha, don’t be indifferent!

Don’t eludeme! | am deeply devoted to you.
Lovely fool, | am here as your lover. 12

Your moist lips glow

Like crimson autumn blossoms;

The skin of your cheek

Is a honey-colored flower.

Fierce Radha, your eyes glower

Like gleaming dark lotused;

Your nose i a sesame flower;

Your teeth are white jasmine;

Love’s flower arms conquer worlds

By worshipping your face. 13

Your eyes are lazy with wine, like Madalasa.
Your face glows like the moonlight nymph Indumatr.

Your gait pleases every creature, like Manorama.
Your thighs are plantains in motion, like Rambha.

Your passion is the mystic rite of Kalavatr.

Your brows from the sensual line of Chitralekha.

Frail Radha, as you walk on earth,

You bear the young beauty of heavenly nymphs. 14

“Four Quickening Arms” is the tenth part in Gitagovinda.
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The Twentieth Song, sung with Raga “Vasanta”

THE ELEVENTH PART
Blissful Krishna

Soothing Radha with his pleas,

Kesava dressed elaborately

And went to lie on his thicket bed.

As night fell to blind prying eyes,

Radha dressed in gleaming ornaments
And one woman urged her to move quickly.

He made himself soothe you with flattery.
He made himself fall limp at your feet.
Now he waits for sensual play in his bed
On a bank of sweet swamp reeds.
Madhu’s tormentor

Is faithful to you, fool.

Follow him, Radhika!

Your full hips and breasts are heavy to bear.
Approach with anklets ringing!

‘Their sound inspires lingering feet.

Run with the gait of a wild goose

Madhu’s tormentor

Is faithful to you, fool.

Follow him, Radhika!

Listen to enticing sounds of honey bees
Buzzing to bewilder tender women!
Sympathize when a flock of cuckoos




BARBARA STOLER MILLER 373

Sing Love’s commands like bards.

Madhu’s tormentor

Is faithful to you, fool.

Follow him, Radhika! 4

A mass of vines with thickly clustered shoots
Quivering in the wind like a hand

Seems to be gesturing to your tapering thighs
To quicken your pace. Stop loitering here!
Madhu’s tormentor

Is faithful to you, fool.

Follow him, Radhika! 5

Strong waves of love throbbing in you

Suggest that you feel Hari’'s embrace.

Ask your rounded breasts if they wear

Seductive pearls or drops of pure water!
Madhu’s tormentor

Is faithful to you, fool.

Follow him, Radhika! 6

Your friends know your armed body is ready

For passionate battle, fierce Radha,

By the war-drum beat of your clanging girdle.
Meet his rich mood without shame!

Madhu’s tormentor

Is faithful to you, fool. 7

Follow him, Radhika!

As you cling to your friend in graceful play,
Nails on your hand are arrows of love
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Let your ringing bangles go to him!

Wake Hari! Claim his intimacy!

Madhu’s tormentor

Is faithful to you, fool.

Follow him, Radhika! 8

Jayadeva’s singing devalues necklaces;

It solves the paradox of beauty.

May it always adorn the throats

Of men who devote their hearts to Hari!

Madhu’s tormentor

Is faithful to you, fool.

Follow him, Radhika! 9

“She will look at me, tell me a tale of love,

Feel pleasure in every limb from my embraces,
Delight in meeting me, friend,” he says anxiously.
Your lover looks for you, trembles, bristles,
Rejoices, sweats, advances, falls faint

In the thicket buried in darkness. 10

Night is putting black kohl on their eyes,
Tamala-flower clusters on their ears,

Dark lotus wreaths on their heads,

Leaf designs of musk on their breasts.

Tn every thicket, friend,

The night’s dark cherished cloak

Embraces limbs of beautiful adulteresses

Whose hearts rush to meet their lovers. 11
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As saffron-bright bodies

Of women rushing to meet lovers

Streak the night

With clusters of light,

Night spreads darkness as dense

As tamala leaves,

Making a touchstone

To test the gold of love. 12

Seeing Hari light the deep thicket

With brilliant jewel necklaces, a pendant,

A golden rope belt, armlets, and wrist bands,
Radha modestly stopped at the entrance,

But her friend urged her on. 13

The Twenty-first Song, sung with Raga “Varadi” $x

Revel in wild luxury on the sweet thicket floor!
Your laughing face begs ardently for his love.
Radha, enter Madhava’s intimate world! 14

Revel in a thick bed of red petals plucked as offerings!
Strings of pearls are quivering on your rounded breasts.
Radha, enter Madhava’s intimate world! 15

Revel in a bright retreat heaped with flowers!
Your tender body is flowering.
Radha, enter Madhava’s intimate world! 16

Revel in the fragrant chill of gusting sandal-forest winds!
Your sensual singing captures the mood.
Radha, enter Madhava’s intimate world! 17
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Revel where swarming bees drunk on honey buzz soft tones!

Your emotion is rich in the mood of love.
Radha, enter Madhava’s intimate world! 18

Revel where cries of flocking cuckoos sweetly sound!
Your teeth glcw like seeds of ripe pomegranate.
Radha, enter Madhava’s intimate world! 19

Revel in tangles of new shoots growing on creeping vines!
Your voluptuous hips have languished too long.
Radha, enter Madhava’s intimate world! 20

Consecrate your joyful union with Padmavati!

Enemy of Mura, grant a hundred holy blessings

While poet-king Jayadeva is singing!

Radha, enter Madhava’s intimate world! 21

Bearing you in his mind so long

Has wearied him, inflamed him with love.

He longs to drink your sweet berry lips’ tect.

Ornament his body with yours now!

He worships your lotus feet—a slave bought

Withsri’s flashing glance. Why are you afraid? 22

Her restless eyes were on Govinda

With mixed alarm and bliss

As she entered his place

To the sweet sound of ringing anklets. 23

The Twenty-second Song, sung with Raga “Varadi” 3:

All his deep-locked emotions broke when he saw Radha’s face,
Like sea waves cresting when the full moon appears.
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She saw her passion reach the soul of Hari’'s mood—

The weight of joy strained his face;
Love’s ghost haunted him. 24

He toyed with ropes of clear pearls lying on his chest,

Like the dark Jumna current churning shining swells of foam.
She saw her passion reach the soul of Hari’s mood

The weight of joy strained his face;

Love’s ghost haunted him. 25

The soft black curve of his body was wrapped in fine silk cloth,
Like a dark lotus root wrapped in veils of yellow pollen.

She saw her passion reach the soul of Hari’s mood

The weight of joy strained his face;

Love’s ghost haunted him. 26

Her passion rose when glances played on his seductive ‘face,

Like an autumn pond when wagtails mate in lotus blossom
hollows.

She saw her passion reach the soul of Hari’'s mood-
The weight of joy strained his face;
Love’s ghost haunted him. 27

Earrings caressing his lotus face caught the brilliant sunlight.
Flushed lips flashing a smile aroused the lust of passion.
She saw her passion reach the soul of Hari’s mood—

The weight of joy strained his face;

Love’s ghost haunted him. 28

Flowers tangled his hair like moonbeams caught in
cloudbreaks.

His sandal browmark was the moon’s circle rising in darkness.
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She saw her passion reach the soul of Hari’'s mood—

The weight of joy strained his face;
Love’s ghost haunted him. 29

His body hair bristled to the art of her sensual play.
Gleaming jewels ornamented his graceful form.

She saw her passion reach the soul of Hari’'s mood—
The weight of joy strained his face;

Love’s ghost haunted him. 30

Jayadeva'’s singing doubles the power of Krishna’s adornments.
Worship Hari in your heart and consummate his favor |

She saw her passion reach the soul of Hari’s mood—

The weight of joy strained his face;

Love’s ghost haunted him. 31

Her eyes transgressed their bounds

Straining to reach beyond her ears,

They fell on him with trembling pupils.

When Radha’s eyes met her lover,

Heavy tears of joy

Fell like streaming sweat. 32

She neared the edge of his bed,

Masking her smile by pretending to scratch

As her friends swarmed outside—

When she saw her lover’s face

Gracedby arrows of Love,

Even Radha’s modesty left in shame. 33

“Blissful Krishna” is the eleventh part is Gitagovinda.
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THE TWELFTH PART
Ecstatic Krishna

When her friends had gone,

Smiles spread on Radha’s lips

Whilelove’s deep fantasies

Struggled with her modesty.

Seeing the mood in Radha’s heart,

Hari spoke to his love;

Her eyes were fixed

On his bed of buds and tender shoots. 1

The Twenty-third song, sung with Raga “Vibhasa” $:

Leave lotus footprints on my bed of tender shoots,loving Radha!
Let my place be ravaged by your tender feet!
Narayana is faithful now. Love me, Radhika! 2

| stroke your foot with my lotus hand—You have come far.
Set your golden anklet on my bed like the sun.
Narayana is faithful now. Love me, Radhika! 3

Consent to my love; let elixir pour from your face!

To end our separation | bare my chest of the silk that bars your
breast.

Narayana is faithful now. Love me, Radhika! 4

Throbbing breasts aching for loving embrace are hard to touch.
Rest these vessels on my chest! Quench love’s me, Radhika!
Narayana is faithful now. Love me, Radhika! )
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Offer your lips’ nectar to revive a dying slave, Radha!

His obsessed mind and listless body burn in love’s desolation.
Narayana is faithful now. Love me, Radhika! 6

Radha, make your jeweled girdle cords echo the tone of your
voice!

Soothe the long torture my ears have suffered from cuckoo’s
shrill cries!

Narayana is faithful now. Love me, Radhika! 7

Your eyes are ashamed now to see me tortured by baseless
anger,

Glance at me and end my passion’s despair!

Narayana is faithful now. Love me, Radhika! 8

Each verse of Jayadeva’s song echoes the delight of Macthu’s
foe.

Let emotion rise to a joyful mood of love in sensitive men!
Narayana is faithful now. Love me, Radhika! 9

Displaying her passion

In love play as the battle began,
She launched a bold offensive
Above him

And triumphed over her lover.
Her hips were still,

Her vine-like arm was slack,

Her chest was heaving,

Her eyes were closed.

Why does a mood of manly force
Succeed for women in love? 10
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Then, as he idled after passionate love,

Radha, wanting him to ornament her,
Freely told her lover,
Secure in her power over him. 11

The Twenty-fourth song, sung with Raga “Ramakari”
&

Yadava hero, your hand is a cooler than sandalbaim on my
breast;

Paint a leaf design with deer musk here on Love’s ritual vessel!
She told the joyful Yadu hero, playing to delight her heart.12

Lover, draw kohl glossier than a swarm of black bees on my
eyes!
Your lips kissed away the lampblack bow that shoots arrows of
Love.

She told the joyful Yadu hero, playing to delight her heart.13

My ears reflect the restless gleam of doe eyes, graceful Lord.
Hang earrings on their magic circles to form snares for love.
She told the joyful Yadu hero, playing to delight her heart. 14

Pin back the teasing lock of hair on my smooth lotus face!
It fell before me to mime a gleaming line of black bees.
She told the joyful Yadu hero, playing to delight her heart.15

Make a mark with liquid deer musk on my moonlit brow!
Make a moon shadow, Krishna! The sweat drops are dried.
She told the joyful Yadu hero, playing to delight her heart.16

Fix flowers in shining hair loosened by loveplay, Krishna!

Make a flywhisk outshining peacock plumage to be the banner of
Love.

She told the joyful Yadu hero, playing to delight her heart.17
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My beautiful loins are a deep cavern to take the thrusts of
love-

Cover them with jeweled girdles, cloths, and ornaments,
Krishna!

She told the joyful Yadu hero, playing to delight her heart. 18

Make your heart sympathetic to Jayadeva’s splendid speech!
Recalling Hari’s feet is elixir against fevers of this dark time.
She told the joyful Yadu hero, playing to delight her heart.19

“Paint a leaf on my breasts!

Put color on my cheeks!

Lay a girdle on my hips!

Twine my heavy braid with flowers!

Fix rows of bangles on my hands

And jeweled anklets on my feet!”

Her yellow-robed lover

Did what Radha said. 20

His musical skill, his meditation on Vishnu,

His vision of reality in the erotic mood,

His graceful play in these poems,

All show that master-poet Jayadeva’s soul

Is in perfect tune with Krishna—

Let blissful men of wisdom purify the world

By singing his Gitagovinda. 21

Bhojadeva’s heir, Ramadevi’s son, Jayadeva,
Expresses the power of poetry

In the Gitagovinda.

Let his poem be in the voice

Of devotees like sage Parasara.

“Ecstatic Krishna” is the twelfth part in Gitagovinda.
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THE FIRST CANTO
JOYFUL DAMODARA!

Lee Seigal
‘The sky is densely clouded, the forest grounds are dark
with tamala?trees; at night he [Krsna] is afraid. Radha, you
alone must take him home.’” This is Nanda’s® command.
[But] Radha and Madhava* stray to a tree in the grove by
the path and on the bank of the Yamuna® their secret love-
games prevail.®
[He is] an abode of thoughts elaborated by the deeds of
the Word Goddess’ an emperor of wandering-singers at
Padmavati’'s® feet-the poet Jayadeva composes this work
comprised of tales about the love-play of Sri and Vasudeva.®
If your mind is passionate’ in remembrance of Hari, if it is
curious about the amatory arts, then listen to Jayadeva’s
eloquence: a sweet, tender, lovely string of verses."
Umapatidhara causes words to blossom; only Jayadeva
knows the regular coherence' of words; Sarana is
praiseworthy for the complex, quick [verse];' no one rivals
Acarya Govardhana for compositions which are
predominantly of the erotic mood; Srutidhara is famous;
Dhoyi is a king of poets.'
The First Song (malava-gauda raga, rupaka tala):

G AW

Damodara: ‘he who has a rope around his waist*-in an attempt to keep the infant
Krsna from mischief, yasoda, his foster-mother, the wife of Nanda, put a rope
around Krsna waist and tied him to a large mortar.

tamala: the tree has a straight trunk, fragrant leaves, white; blossoms, a very
‘dark bark and it grows near rivers; it is associated with night and darkness generally
but particularly with nocturnal or autumnal trysts, with the erotic sentiment and
Krsna

Nanda: chief of the cowherds at Gokula and foster-father of Krsna.

Madhava: the epithet of Krsna also means ‘honey-like’ and Krsna’.

Yamuna: the Jumna river-associated with Krsna in both his heroic (e.g., the quelling
ofthe serpent Kaliya) and his erotic (e.g., sporting with the bathing cow-herdesses)
aspects.

‘prevail’ [jayanti]: or ‘are victorious’-used in the sense of long-live’ or ‘hail’ the
love-games.
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7 Anabode... or Jayadeva’s mind [i.e., the abode of his thought) is adorned by the
deeds of the Word Goddess. ... The Word Goddess is Vac-speech personified,
deified, identified with Sarasvati or Bharati.

8 Padmavati: Visnu’s consort (Laksmi, Padma, Kamala, sri etc.) but traditionally
taken to be the name of a dancer to whom Jayadeva was married.

9 Sriand Vasudeva: or as the honorific prefix; the epithet of Krsna designates him
as the son of Vasudeva of the Yadu family.

10 ‘passionate’ [sa-rasa]: if your mind has (or experiences) rasa (relish, bliss, the
(erotic) sentiment) ..

11 ‘a sweet...”or ‘a string of verses about the sweet and tender lover [kanta]'.

12- ‘regular coherence’ [samdarbha-suddhi: following M.W.; there is purity,
correctness, clarity [suddhi] in his literary-compositions [samdarbha].

13- ‘complex’ [duruha] or ‘difficult to be inferred or understood’ (M.W.) and ‘quick’
(following S.M.’s gloss of druti as sighra-vacana)-he can compose difficult
verses quickly.

14- Taking Srutidhara as the name of a poet (following R.K.) but other
commentators gloss the word as an adjective qualifying Dhoyi as ‘well-
remembering’ or ‘observing the Veda’.

15- The poets were members of literary courts of the Sena dynasty. M.
Chakravarty (op. cit, p. 161), following various- commentators, has noted
criticism inherent in each flattery: ‘Umapatidhara sprouts words.. . i.e.,
lengthens verses by the addition of adjectives, etc.’and Dhoyi’s ‘good memory’
implies ‘that he was not original, probably alluding to his fondness for imitation’.
Along the same line of interpretation Sarana would be described as overly
hasty and obscure.

5. Inthe oceanic waters of destruction you supported the Veda
without fatigue, performing the function of a boat [for it]; O
Kesava who bore the form of the Fish! O Lord of the World!
Victory! O Hari !

6. The earth stands on your expansive back which is [most
venerable for/very thickened with] the rings of callus
[caused by] supporting the world; O Kesava who bore the
form of the Tortoise! O Lord of the World! Victory! O Hari!

7. The earth abides on the point of your tusk, fixed like the
dark-spot upon the hare-marked-moon;'” O Kesava who
bore ‘the form of the Boar! O Lord of the World! Victory! O
Hari!'®

8. The nail on your fair lotus-hand has a marvellous point
which tore-open the bee-like body of Hiranyakasipu; O
Kesava who bore the form of the Man-lion! O Lord of the
World! Victory! O Hari!"®

9. You outwit Bali in your striding, O marvelous Dwarf you
purify men with the water [which flows down] from your
toe-nails; O Kesava who bore the form of the Dwarf! O
Lord of the World! Victory! O Hari!?°
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10. In fluid consisting of the ksatriyas blood you cleanse the
world so that evil is expelled, the burning-pain of existence
is calmed; O Kesava who bore the form of the Bhrgu
Chieftain! O Lord of the World! Victory! O Hari! '

11. In combat you bestow an agreeable offering, the crowns from
the ten heads [of Ravan] in every direction, [an offering which
is] desirable to the Lords of the Quarters; O Kesava who bore
the form of Rama! O Lord of the World! Victory! O Hari! 2

12. On your spotless body you wear a garment resembling a
rain-cloud, resembling the Yamuna which came [to you]
for fear of the blow of your plough; O Kesava who bore the
form of the Plough-holder! O Lord of the World! Victory! O
Hari!?

16- At the end of the past cosmic era [kalpa), in the dissolution of the universe,
the demon, Hayagriva, stole the Vedas whereupon Visnu took the form of a
fish to slay the demon and recover the sacred text from the depths of the
cosmic sea.

fixed like...” or possibly his tusk is the bright crescent of the moon and the
earth is the dark phase of the moon fixed upon that crescent.

Visnu took on the form of a boar to rescue the earth from the sea where it
had been thrown by the demon Hiranyaksa.

Hiranayakasipu, enraged overthe death of Hiranyaksa, his brother, was deter-
mined to kill his son, Prahlada, for worshipping Visnu Prahlada sought Visnus
aid. Hirasryakasipu had obtained a boon ensuring that he could not be harmed
by either man or beast, either at night or during the day Visnu took on a form,
half lion and half man, and killed the demon at sunset.

Bali had taken control of the three worlds (Earth, Sky, Heaven) Visnu,
appearing in the form of a dwarf before the demon, asked him if he could
have as much land as he could cover in three steps. Bali agreed to the
dwarf’s proposal where upon Visnu assumed cosmic proportions and in three
steps regained the universe. The purificatory water of the Ganges flowed
down from his foot, from the place where his toe-nails broke through the
world-egg, at the end of his third stride.

The Bhrgu Chieftain or Parasu-Rama (Rama with an Axe): the Kastriyas,
the military caste, had taken the power from the Brahmins, the priestly
caste; Visnu as the Bhrgu Chieftain reinstated the priests and thereby re-
affirmed and re-established the social order.

22- Rama killed Ravana to rescue his wife, Sita, from the demon. There are ten
heavenly quarters, ten directions (viz., the four cardinul and four intermediary
directions plus up and down).

The Plough. holder or Balarama-traditionally the brother of Krsna noted for
his exuberant, excessive drinking; his fair body is clothed with a garment that
is dark (like a rain-cloud and like the Yamuna) in contrast to Krsna’s dark,
yellow- clad, and body. The plough-holder ordered the Yamuna to come to

him and when it refused he dug a furrow with his plough to divert it to himself.
13. You censure because of the precept of sacrifice, ah, ah,
the collection of Vedas [the texts in which] the slaughter

of tethered-animals [cattle} is taught; O you who are

17

18

19

20

21

23
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

compassionate at heart! O Kesava who bore the form of
the Buddha! O Lord of the World! Victory! O Hari!?

In the destruction of the barbarian hordes you carry a sword
like a. comet [but] even more terrible; O Kesava who bore
the form of Kalki! O Lord of the World! Victory! O Hari 1%
Hear this noble proclamation of the poet, Sri Jayadeva,
which gives happiness gives prosperity, which is the
epitome of existence; O Kasava who bore ten forms! O
Lord of the World! Victory! O Hari

Lifting up the Vedas, supporting the world, raising-up the
globe, tearing the demon [Hiranyakasipu] to pieces,
outwitting Bali, Destroying the Ksatriyas, conquering
Paulastya [Ravana], bearing a plough, extending
compassion, deranging the barbarians, creator of ten
forms, homage to you Krsna !

The Second Song (gqurajari raga, nihsara tala):

You lay upon. the roundness of Kamala’s breasts, wore
ear-rings, wore a fair forest-garland! Victory! Victory! O
God! Hari!®

You whose ornament is the day-jewel’s disk [the sun], you
break-up the world, O [Lake] Manasa gander (mental
supreme-spirit)?’ of the sages! Victory! Victory! O God!
Hari!

O queller of the venom-bearing serpent Kaliya? O delighter
of men, O Lord-of-day [sun] to the lotus which is the Yadu?®®
family! Victory! Victory! O God! Hari!

24 -

25 -

The notion of the Buddha as an incarnation of Visnu reflects a conception of
Hinduism incorporating and absorbing Buddhism. Mananka, however, reads
the verse without the caesura between sadaya-hrdaya and darsita (as it
would be written in manuscript) and he takes the former, ‘compassionate at
heart’, to refer not to the Buddha but to the Brahmin priests, emphasizing the
heretical rather than the compassionate aspect of the Buddha; this -notion
reflects a Hindu conception that Buddhists, those lured away from the authority
of the Veedas, are being tricked and punished for their sins by Visnu,

‘Kalki-the avatara (‘descent’) who is to come at the end of the present age,
the Kali Era, the age of strife, to destroy the world for the creation of a new
age. The comet [dhuma-ketu] (lit.,'smoke-bannered’) is an omen of
destruction. Here, given the historical context in which the song was written,
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26 -

27 -

28 -

29 -

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

the reference seems to be to a belief or hope that Kalki would save India
from the invading Moslems.
The refrain, jaya jaja deva hare, when read without caesuras plays on the

poet’s name: ‘Victory! Jayadeva and Hari"”

manasa: mental or spiritual (as opposed to carnal) or Lake Manasa, a sacred

pilgrimage place on Mount Kailasa to which hamsa birds migrate; hamsa the

Indian goose but also used to refer to the soul or spirit which is migratory like
the goose and white (or pure) like the goose-it may indicate either the individual
or universal spirit.
Kaliya: living in a tide-pool of the Yamuna, the serpent-demon defiled its
waters with his poison; Krsna subdued the serpent, made Kaliya worship
him.
Krsna is a descendant of Yadu and is known as Yadunandana (Son of the
Yadus), also Best-of-the-Yadus, Support-of-the-Yadus, eftc.
O annihilator of Madhu, Mura and Naraka,* O rider of
Garuda,® primary-cause of games in the community of
the gods! Victory! Victory! O God! Hari!
Your eye is a spotless lotus-petal, O liberator from
phenomenal-existence, O support of the mansions of the
three worlds! Victory! Victory! O God! Hari!

You made ornaments* for Janaka’s daughter (Sita] you
slew Dusana [one of Ravana’s generals], you destroyed
the ten-necked-one [Ravana] in battle! Victory! Victory! O
God! Hari!

You are beautiful like a young rain-cloud, you supported
[Mount] Mandara,* O cakora [bird]** to the moon which is
the face of Sri Victory! Victory! O God! Hari!

We bow down to your foot-for this reason cherish us!
Cause prosperity among us who are bent down [in
obeisance Victory! Victory! O God! Hari!

This splendid song of the poet Sri Jayadeva causes
happiness and joy! Victory! Victory! O God! Hari!

The chest of the Killer-of-Madhu is marked with saffron,
fixed [there] by embraces on the surface of Padma’s
breasts® [his chest] is flooded with the sweat of sexual-
fatigue from [making] agitated love® [a flood] like passion
made ‘visible; May his chest] fulfill your pleasure!
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27. In spring, with limbs delicate like vasant®’ blossoms,

[Radha] wanders in the forest, searching hard® for Krsna;

in-tensely her distress increases with the mental confusion

which is produced by the fever of love; passionately a
companion said this to Radha:

30 - Demon killed by Visnu\ Krsna; Madhu stole the Vedas; Naraka kidnapped
the celestial maidens, stole the umbrella of Varuna, and the ear-rings of Aditi
and took these to Pragjyotisa, a city of demons guarded by Mura. Krsna is
known as the Enemy or Destroyer-of-Madhu and of Mura (Madhusudana,
Madhuripu., murari etc.).

31 -Garuda: ‘the devourer’-the sun-bird, the vehicle of Visnu; Krsna attacked
Pragjyotisa riding upon Garuda.

32 -You made ornaments’: i.e., he drew designs on Sita’s cheeks and breasts
etc., or ‘You are an ornament made for Sita’, i.e., he is her beloved lover-.

33 -Mount Mandara: In his incarnation as the Tortoise, Visnu dived to the bottom
of the sea that his back might be the support for Mount Mandara which was
used as a churning stick to churn the nectar of immortality from the ocean.

34 - cakora: a kind of nocturnal partridge which, according to poetic convention is
supposed to subsist solely by drinking the rays of light from the moon

35 -‘breast’ [payo-dhara): lit., ‘milk-carrier’.

36 -love’ [ananga] lit., the bodiless’-Kama-deva, the love-god, fired one of his
flower-tipped arrows at Siva to arouse the great ascetic from his meditation
and to overwhelm him with desire for Parvati; awakened in anger, Siva
consumed the body of Kamadeva with the fire from his third eye. The various
epithets of Kamadeva (e.g., Remembrance [smara), Intoxicator [madanal],
Mind-born [manasi-ja] Five-arrowed-one [panca-bana], Mind-churner
[manmatha], etc. are used ambiguously as either proper or common nouns.

37 - vasanti: a type of spring jasmine.

38 - searching hard’: lit., ‘her search was much-done [bahu-vihita.]

The Third Song (vasanta raga, yati tala):

28. When the tender Malayan wind* touches the lovely clove
creeper, when the hut of the grove is filled with the sounds
of the cuckoo® intermingled with [the sounds of] swarms
of honey-making-bees, Hari plays, now, in the amorous
spring-time, endless for separated-lovers, he dances with
the young- girls, O friend!

29. When travelers’ brides moan from being out of their minds
with love, when the cluster of bakula*'[trees] is constantly
covered*? with blossoms which are full of swarms of sting-
possessing-bees, Hari plays, now, in the amorous
springtime....
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30.

31.

32.

When the tamala [tree], garlanded with fresh leaves, is
overcome by the violent-passion of the fragrance of musk,
when a mass of kimsuka*®[blossoms] has the appearance
of the nails of the love-god who lacerates the hearts of the
young, Hari plays, now, in the amorous springtime....
When the opening-up of the kesara** flower has the
appearance of the golden parasol* of the emperor of
passion, when [the god of] love’s quiver makes its
appearance patala* clusters full of [bees/arrows], Hari
plays, now, in the amorous springtime...

When young karuna [trees] laugh at the sight of people
whose modesty has disappeared*’ when the quarters are
bristled with ketaka*® [leaves] shaped like the spear-heads
which pierce separated-lovers, Hari plays, now, in the
amorous spring time....

39 -

40 -

41 -
42 -
43 -

44 -
45 -

46 -
47 -

48 -

Malayan wind: the wind from the Western Ghats, a low mountain range in
western India, along the western margin of the Deccan plateau and bordering
on the Arabian Sea; the mountains are said to abound in sandal-wood trees
and the wind from those mountains is heavily scented with sandal fragrance.
‘cuckoo’ [kokila]: Koil bird or Indian cuckoo-a dark bird frequenting the mango
groves and crying out in spring. lts song resounds with the “fifth note’ ‘which
by convention is the amorous note of the Indian scale.

Bakula: a fragrant tree said to blossom only when sprinkled with nectar
from a young woman’s mouth.

constantly covered with’ (nirakula): or ‘pervaded with’ following M.’s gloss
(nirantaram akula vyaptah) (contray to M.W.)

Kimsuka or ‘flame-tree’ has’ brilliant crimson flowers.

kesara: the safflower or crocus or bakula.

‘golden parasol’ [kanaka-dandal: lit., ‘golden stick’ love’s sceptre, the symbol
of his sovereignty. The stick and quiver of love are possibly euphemisms for
the male and female genitals respectively.

Patala: a begonia with large, deep-red or purple, trumpet-shaped flowers.

When young karuna... the karuna is a kind of citrus tree with small, white
blossoms; ‘to show the whiteness [of one’s teeth)’ is an expression meaning
‘to laugh’-hence when the karuna tree shows the whiteness of its blossoms,
i.e., when it blooms, it may be said to laugh. Furthermore karuna, meaning
pitiful, sad, mournful, is a technical term for the ‘tragic’ sentiment in Sanskrit
poetics and hasya is the name of the ‘comic’ sentiment [rasa]-the line, then,
might also be rendered: ‘comedy becomes tragedy for the young at the sight
of people whose modesty has disappeared’, i.e., young separated-lovers,
seeing lovers enjoying themselves in spring, cease to laugh and begin to feel
sad.

Ketaka (or ketaki): the screw-pine, a highly fragrant evergreen with large,
spinous leaves. The flowers are worn in a woman'’s hair to attract a lover.
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3

w

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

[Spring is] lovely on account of the fragrance of, madhavika
[flowers], fragrant on account of the groups of fresh
jasmine,**[spring] produces infatuation even in the, minds
of sages, [spring is] spontaneously favourable to the
young; Hari plays, now, in the amorous spring time.....
When the mango is bristled-with-delight and [made to]
close-its-buds®’in the embraces of the trembling atimukta®'
creeper, when the Vrndavana®? forest is purified by the
waters of the Yamuna which flow around its edge, Hari
plays, now, in the amorous springtime.

This song of Sri Jayadeva shines® [it is] the essence of
remembrance of the feet of Hari, [it is] a description of the
forest during of the amorous spring season, imitating the
symptoms of love; Hari plays, now, in the amorous
springtime.

[The wind] perfumes the woods with fragrant powders of
pollen shaken [loose] from the slightly opened [flowers of
the] jasmine creepers here the wind which is like the breath
of [the god of] love* advancing which is favourable to ketaki
[flower] fragrances inflames the mind.

Fevers in the ears [of travelers] are caused by the soft-
sweet-toned murmurs of the cuckoos playing in the mango
shoots which are shaken by honey. drinking-bees greedy
for the fragrance of the emerging honey; with great difficulty
these days are passed by travelers who-delight in the relish
of the union with their lovers which is- obtained [only] in
moments of meditational attentiveness.*

[The Enemy-of-Mura was] mind-stealing and trembling,
eager for love-play in the excitement of the embraces of
many women; that friend, being present, causing Radhika
to see the Enemy-of-Mura from a distance, spoke again:

The Fourth Song (ramakari raga, yati tala):

[He has] a forest garland and a yellow garment on his
sandal-smeared, blue body and laughter on his cheeks
which are adorned with jewelled ear-rings shaking in play;
here Hari plays in the coquettish and playful flock of
artless®® women.
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49 -

50 -

51 -

52 -

53 -
54 -
55 -

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

Madhavika. Jasmine [malati)’: spring creepers with white, heavily perfumed
flowers. The juxtaposition of the two plants plays on the names of the lovers
in Bhavabhulti’'s drama, Malati-Madhava.

‘bristled... [pulakita] and closed... [mukulita)’ pulakita, i.e., horripilated
conventionally describes the person rapt with love and mukulita describes
the closing of the eyes with that rapture.

Atimukta: a type of jasmine; lit., ‘beyond the pearl [in whiteness)’, but also
‘entirely liberated, free from sensual desire’ (ironically here).

Vrndavana the wood near Gokula where Krsna spent his youth. In later
Vaisnava theology the conception arose of the earthly Vrndavana as the
mere reflection of the Eternal Vrndavana, the site of the eternal love-play of
Radha and Krsna.

‘shines’ [udayati]: following M.’s gloss (rajate).

‘love’ [asama-bana): lit., ‘he who has an unequal [number, i.e., five] of arrows’.

‘travellers... ‘men separated from their beloveds find the joy of union only in
their imaginations-the vocabulary used is ambivalently sexual and ascetical:
rasollasa, the delight of the relish, might also refer to the yogic practice of
raising the semen up the spinal column; an agama is a Tantric text which
might describe such a process; prana-samasamagama might be a phrase
describing yogic breath control, ‘the equal and unequal coming of the breath’;
dhyanavadhhna might refer either to intentness in thinking about the beloved,
or attention in yogic meditation.

Passionately embracing Hari with the massive weight of her
swollen breasts a certain herdsman’s wife sings a resounded
fifth note;%” here Hari plays....

Another artless woman continually contemplates the lotus-
face®® of the Killer-of-Madhu, [the face-lotus] produced love®®
on account of the quivering of his eyes rolling about
seductively®® here Hari plays.

Another [woman] with beautiful buttocks, came-up to say
something into his ear and sweetly kissed the beloved on the
surface of his cheek which was obliging®' with bristlinghairs;
here Hari plays... .

And another, with eagerness for the arts of love-play, on the
bank of the Yamuna'’s waters, with her hand on his robe, pulled
him who was in the beautiful cane®? grove; here Hari plays....
While his sweet-toned flute is sounded, rows of bracelets shake
on their clapping hands; in the enjoyment of the rasa®[dance]
a deer-like young-girl, intent on dancing with him, praised him;
here Hari plays.

He embraces one, kisses one, sexually-pleases some sexually-
pleasing one, he sees yet another beauty more charming still
on account of her smiles and he chases her; here Hari plays...
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46. May this song of Sri Jayadeva, the secret of marvelous
Kesava'’s love-play, lovely and famous in the vrndavana forest,
spread-abroad prosperities! here Hari plays.

47. Producing the joy of all-creatures by his love, initialing the
festival of love® by his limbs which are dark and tender like
bunches of [blue] lotuses, embraced by the beauties of Vraja®
of their own free-will, entirely allover-his-body, he is like the
erotic [sentiment] incarnate, O friend, Hari plays in spring.

48. [In spring:] as if from discomfort on account of the bites of the
serpents which dwell permanently in the hollows [of
sandalwood trees], with a desire to bathe in the snow, the
sandal-mountain wind seeks the Mountain of the Lord®®
moreover, because of a rising of their joy at seeing the buds
on the top of the {oily/lovely} mango [trees] the voices of the
cuckoos come-forth loud and sweet: kuhu-kuhu

49. In the presence of the cowherds’ beautiful-browed who were
carried-away®’ by whirling-about with a great amount of {joy/
jumping} in the rasa [dance], [Hari] was passionately kissed
by Radha who was blind with love, having ardently embraced
his breast, having said, ‘Wonderful! Your {mouth/voice} consists
of nectar!, under the pretext of praising his song; may Hari,
ravishing with his smile, protect you!

56 - ‘artless’ [mugdha: or lovely, beautiful, innocent; one type of woman as
classified in the rhetorical texts.

57 - ‘fifth note’ [pancoma-raga]: a love-cry made during or before coition to signify
pleasure.

58 - ‘lotus’[saro-ja]: lit., ‘water-born’.

59 - ‘love’ [mano-ja): lit., ‘mind-born’.

60 - ‘seductively’ [vilasa]: i.e., in love-play or with an amorous gesture.

61 - ‘obliging’ [anukula]: obliging by showing his pleasure; this term, as a
classification of the hero in the rhetorical texts, signifying the faithful lover, is
ironic here.

62 - ‘cane’ [vanjula]: following R.K. and S.M grove of reeds or ratan or cane [vetasa].

63 - rasa: a sportive, pastoral, circular dance which became a prominent feature
of the Krsna mythology and theology.

64 - ‘initiating... ‘[upanayann... anangostsavan) or ‘bringing the merriment of love.

65 - “Vraja: or Braj, the district around Agra and Mathura where Krsna spent his
youth.

66 - Mountain Of the Lord: Mount Kailasa, the abode of Siva in the Himalayas.

67 - ‘who were carried. away’: or ‘who had lovely gestures on account of....
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THE SECOND CANTO
CAREFREE® KESAVA

While Hari loving them all-equally, roams-for-pleasure in
the forest, Radha, on account of jealousy because she
was no longer his favourite-beloved,*® went in another
direction; hiding somewhere in a grove of creepers which
had crests that were noisy with circles of humming honey-
bees, she was sad -she spoke privately to her friend:
The fight Song (gurjari raga, yati tala):

His infatuating flute resounded with honied tones like the
nectar from his quavering lower-lip; an ear-ornament was
tremulous on his cheek as his head moved, [tremulous] at
the corner of his quivering eye; my mind remembers Hari
- he joked and played love-games here during the rasa
[dance].

His hair was surrounded with a ring of lovely peacock-
tail-feathers with moon eyes™[in] his lovely robe [he] was
like a dark cloud coloured with many rainbows’ my mind
remembers Hari.....

He had an eager desire for kisses from the mouths of the
cowherds’ fair-hipped-women’? the blossom of his honied
lower-lip is like the bandhujiva™ [flower], [he was] beautiful
on account of his radiant smile; my mind remembers Hari...
A thousand cowherd girls were encircled by the shoots
which are his very bristled arms; upon his chest and hands
and feet, the darkness was dispelled by the rays of his
pearl ornaments; my mind remembers Hari....

His forehead had a mark of sandal on it which surpassed
- the moon. moving in a cluster of clouds; his broad chest™
was cruel in crushing the regions of the swollen breasts
[of the cowherdesses]; my mind remembers Hari....

His cheeks were adorned with enchanting ear-rings of
rnakaras™ made of jewels; he was noble; he had a yellow
robe; he was followed by a great retinue of sages, men,
spirits and gods; my mind remembers Hari....
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68 - ‘carefree’ [a-klesa]: or ‘without pain or affliction’; in the Yogasutra a technical
term for the five ‘hindrances’, viz., ignorance [avidya], egotism [asmita],
passion [raga], aversion [dveas], tenacity [abhinivesa].

69 - ‘because she was no longer...": following S.M. et al.; lit., ‘because her own
excellence [over the others] was melted-away’ [vigalita-nijotkarsad]

70 - ‘moon-eyes’ [candraka]: i.e., the ocellated markings on the ends of peacock

feathers.

71 - ‘rainbow’ [puramdara-dhanur]: lit., ‘the bow of the Destroyer-of-Strongholds
[Indra]’.

72 - ‘He had an eager desire for...‘: or following M.-‘his desire was aroused by the
kisses..

73 - bandhuijiva lit., ‘living in groups’-deep-red flowers that open at midday in
autumn only to wither by the next morning.
74 - ‘his broad chest’ [hrdaya-kapatam]: lit., ‘the door to his heart’.

75 - makara: a crocodile or sea-monster; painted on the woman'’s breasts or cheeks
or worn as jewellery by the man; the insignia of the love-god, Kama-deva

and his vehicle.

8. He was met beneath the splendid kadamba [tree] allaying
fear of the evil of the Kali [Era],”” exciting me too somehow,
in my imagination, with his gaze which is like the tremulous,
restless love-god; my mind remembers Hari.

9. The song of Sri Jayadeva has the beauty of the Enemy of-
Madhu, infatuating so beautiful; it is exactly suitable for the
virtuous for remembrance of the feet of Hari.”

10. [My mind] counts the multitude of his virtues, it does not
think of his roaming-about- even by mistake.,” and it
possesses delight, it pardons [him of his] transgressions
from afar; even while fickle®® Krsna delights among the
girls without me, yet again my perverse® mind’ loves him!
What am | to do?

The Sixth Song (malava-gauda réga, eka-téli tala):

11. | went to his hut in the secret thicket; secretly at night he
remained hiding; | looked fearfully in all directions; he
laughed with an abundance of passion for the pleasure-
of-love; O friend! Make the noble Slayer-of-Kesin® make-
love to me passionately® | am engrossed with desire for
love!

12. | was shy at our first union; he was obliging with hundreds
of skilful flatteries; | spoke with sweet and gentle smiles;
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he loosened the silk-garment on my hips; O friend! Make
him make-love to me....

13. | was laid-down on a bed of fresh-shoots; for a long time
he lay on my breast; | caressed him and kissed him;
embracing me, he drank from my lower-lip; O friend! Make
him make- love to me....

14. My eyes were closed from sleepiness; his cheek was
beautiful and bristling; my whole body was sweating;®* he
was very restless on account of the drunkenness of his
great passion; O friend! Make him make-love to me...

76 - kadamba tree: bears orange, fragrant, spherical blossoms; blooms during
the first rains; its flowers said to exude liquor; associated with Krsna in his
amorous aspect (e.g., he stole the clothes of the cowherdesses while they
were bathing and climbed to hide from them in the kadamba tree) and in.
his heroic aspect (e.g., he dove from the branches of the kadamba tree into
the Yamuna to fight Kaliya).

77 - Kali Era: the present age [yuga), the age of vice and degeneration; the last
of the four ages.
78 - ‘suitable for...": or it is ‘remembrance of the feet of Hari in accordance with

the practice of the virtuous’.

79 - ‘his roaming about. : M. glosses it as, ‘my mind does not roam from con
centration on him even by mistake’.

80 - fickle’ [valat-trsna]: lit., he has ‘an increasing [or turning) thirst’.

81 - ‘perverse’ [vdma]: i.e., she loves him despite herself; or she loves him and
love [kama] is cruel or sinister vamal].

82 - Kesin: an evil-spirit [asura].

83 - ‘passionately’ [sa-vikarm]: lit., ‘with true feeling’; or ‘make him savikaram’ -

‘make him change his feelings for me so that he loves me’.

84- ‘sweat’ [srama-jala]: lit., ‘exertion-water’.

15. | cooed with the soft sound of the cuckoo; he mastered
the procedures of the science of love; my tresses were
strewn with loose flowers; the mass of my firm breast was
scratched by his nails; O friend! Make him make-love to
me...

16. The jeweled anklets rang-out on my feet; he made-love to
me in various ways® my unfastened girdle jingled; he gave
me kisses and pulled my hair; O friend! Make him make-
love to me...
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17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

| was languid with the taste of our happy union in love-
pleasure, the lotuses which are his eyes were slightly
closed; the creeper which is my body fell-down, limp; he
declared his love,® he is the Killer-of-Madhu; O friend!
Make him make- love to me....

The speech of the longing cowherd’s woman is this song
of Sri Jayadeva [about] the abounding erotic disposition
of the Enemy-of-Madhu-may this [song] spread happiness
with ease.

The sportive flute has fallen from his hand, the glance
from the corner of his eye drives-on a flock of
cowherdesses with curving creeper-like brows, the surface
of his cheek is very sweaty; looking at me he is
embarrassed, his face is charming with the nector of his
smile, in the forest, surrounded by a flock of the beauties
of Vraja, | see Govinda and | rejoice!

The burgeoning of fresh asoka®” tendrils with small
blossom-clusters, difficult to look at, and also the breeze
from the grove by the pond distresses me; not even this
pointed® blossoming of the mango [trees], charming on
account of the humming of the swarming bees, makes me
happy, O friends!

Ameaningful smile, an ornamental bread fallen loose and
dishevelled, the creeper which is a splendid brow, a breast
exposed by a hand raised over the shoulder in a pretence®
— having looked secretly [at this sight] of the cowherdesses,
[this sight which] captured the minds of fools® for a long
time thinking within- himself, his desire for them was
dispelled; may young Kesava take away your distress!

85-‘various ways’: i.e., in various coital postures - conventionally the ringing of her

anklets indicates that they have adopted a posture in which she is beneath
him; the jingling girdle indicates the woman positioned on top of the man.

86-or: ‘his love arose’
87-asoka: has a bright red flower said to bloom only when touched by the foot of

88-

a young woman.

‘pointed [sikharini] : a pun- this verse is written in the Sikharini metre (four

times) thus uperimposed upon Radha’s statement in the poets statement:
this Sikharini [metre] causes happiness.

89-a pretence’: they pretend to have to fix their hair in order to expose their

breasts to him.
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90-‘fools [mugdha]; following R.K. et al.

91-‘perplexed [mugdha]: or ‘bewildered’- the use of the adjective seems peculiar
so close to its usage in the previous verse; when applied to a woman mugdha
usually means artlessly beautiful, innocently charming, but when applied to
a man it usually means foolish or inexperienced.

92-Kamsa: a king of Mathura; Krsna’s cousin; it was prophesied that he would
be killed by a child of Devaki (Krasna was the son of Devaki and Vasudeva;
his parents took him to Nanda and Yasoda. to prevent Kamsa from killing
him). Kamsa tried to destroy Krsna in a futile attempt to prevent the prophecy
from being realized.
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10.

THE THIRD CANTO
THE PERPLEXED?' KILLER-OF-MADHU

Moreover, the Enemy-of-Kamsa,*? having placed Radha
in his heart as the chain binding him with desire for the
world®®, abandoned the beauties of Vraja.

Having pursued Radhika here and there, his mind suffering
from the wounds of love’s arrows, repentant in the grove
on the bank of the Kalinda-Nandini,** Madhava was
despondent.

The Seventh Song (qurjari raga, yati tala)

She left having seen me surrounded by the group of
women, she was not stopped by me [for | was] truly guilty
and very frightened; Hari! Hari®* Because her respect [for
me] is destroyed, she is gone, apparently angry.

What will she do? What will she say [after] separation [from
me for such] a long-time? What use have | for relatives®
[or] wealth? for life [or] home? Hari! Hari!.. . she is gone....
| think of her face, her brow bent with an excess of anger,
[her face] like a red lotus agitated by a bee flying-about
above it; Hari! Haril... she is gone.

She is united [with me] in [my] heart, incessantly and
vehemently | make-love to her [there]; why do | search-for
her here in the forest? Why do | lament in vain? Hari! Hari!...
she is gone.

O slender-woman! | suppose your heart is distresses with
jealousy - | cannot calm you for | do not know where you
have gone; Hari! Haril.. She is gone...

You appear before me; you really do make me run around;
why don’t you give an eager embrace as before? Hari!
Hari! She is gone....

Forgive me-in the future | shall not do such things to you
at any time; give me a vision [of you], O beautiful-woman!
| am burning with passion; Hari! Haril.. She is gone...
This [song] is depicted by Jayadeva with devotion to Hari®
[Jayadeva is like] the moon® born from the ocean of
Tindubiiva®
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92- Kamsa: a king of Mathura; Krsna'’s cousin; it was prophesied that he would
be killed by a child of Devaki (Krasna was the son of Devaki and Vasudeva;
his parents took him to Nanda and Yasoda. to prevent Kamsa from killing
him). Kamsa tried to destroy Krsna in a futile attempt to prevent the prophecy

from being realized.
93 - ‘the world’ [samsara]: empirical.existence, mundane illusion, the course of
rebirth.
94 - Kalinda-Nandini ‘the daughter of Mount Kalinda’, i.e., the Yamuna river.
95 - Hari: an indeclinable exclamation, ‘alas!’
96 - ‘relatives’ [jana] or ‘people’.
97 - ‘This song is ...‘: or ‘This song of Hari...” or ‘...by Jayadeva who is devoted to
Hari’

98 - Moon’ [rohini-ramana] lit., ‘the lover of Rohani.

99 - Tindubilva (or Kindubilva or Kendubilva): traditionally designated as the birthplace
of Jayadeva; located in the Birbhum district of West Bengal according to the
Bengali tradition, or in the Purl district of Orissa according to the Orissan tradition.

11. This is a lotus-tendril necklace on my chest, not the Lord of-
serpents; this is a row of lotus petals on my neck, not the
radiance of poison; this is sandal dust, not ashes, on me [for
| am] deprived of my beloved; do not'® attack me, mistaking
me for Hara; %" O Bodiless-love-good! Why do you chase
me angrily?

12. Do not hold that mango-arrow in your hand, do not string that
bow! O you who conquer all [the world] for sport'®2 What kind
of bravery is it to strike people who are stupefied? O Mind-
born-love-good! Torn apart by the rows of arrows which are
the trembling, side-long glances of the deer-eyed- woman, of
her alone, not even now does my mind even slightly recover.

13. The bow is the sprig of her brow, the arrows are her side-
long- glances, the bow-string is the tip of her ear: have [love’s]
weapons, which conquer the world, been transferred by love
onto her, the living goddess who is the triumph of the Bodiless-
love-god?

14. May the arrow of your side-long glance, placed on the bow of
your brow, cause pain where | am vulnerable, also may the
mass of your braids, dark natured and curly, make the
strenuous-effort [to perform the function] of Mara; '3 mean’
while may this impassioned / reddened lower-lip, which is like
the bimba'% fruit, spread infatuation! O slender-woman! How
does the well-rounded circle of your breast play with my life?
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15. The pleasures of her touch and the tremulous, tender

16.

wandering of her eyes, the fragrance of the lotus which is her
mouth, the cunning'® flow of the nectar of her words, the
mead from her bimba-like lower-lip- if thus, even in attachment
to sense-objects, my mind is fixed in the highest-meditation’%
upon her, alas, how then can the sickness of love-in-
separation increase?

[The waves of glances of him whose] ear-rings were shaking
upon his tremulous head as his neck turned-to-the-side, were
not noticed by the multitudes of loving-women whose attention
was fixed on the place where the song was issuing from his
flute; [the glance-waves] of the Enemy-of-Madhu were
emitted-in-abundance upon the moon which is Radh&’s
artless face, which is sweet and has the essence of nectar;
may the waves of his side-long glances give you tranquility
for a long time.

100 - ‘not’ [na]; grammatically incorrect - (ma should be used with the imperative

tense) used here and elsewhere presumably for metrical considerations and
sound- effect.

101 - Hara: Siva-The Lord-of-serpants, Vasuki or is represented binding up Siva’s

hair, wrapped around his arm or curling around his neck; Siva’s throat is blue,
stained by the kalakuta poison which he drank at the time of ‘churning the
ocean for nectar’ to spare the gods and demons; his body is smeared with
ashea from the cremation grounds.

102 - ‘sport’ [krida): or ‘with love-play’.
103 - Méara: identified with Kama, the love-god, but also ‘with death, the Destroyer,

the command is then ‘may your hair kil me by making me love you, by
making me attached to you.

104 - bimba: a bright red, round fruit to which a woman’s lower-lip is

conventionally compared.

105 - ‘cunning’ [vakriman]: ‘crooked’—refers to a kind of evasive speech

conventionally used by lovers to say endearing things to each other in
puns and ambiguities and to convey secret love-messages in the presence
of others (see i. 49 above and vi.12 below).

106 - ‘highest-meditation’ [sam&dhi]: complete concentration, ecstasy, integration,

absorption, the unification of subject and object, the final stage of Toga.
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THE FOURTH CANTO
THE AFFECTIONATE KILLER-OF-MADHU

Radhika’s friend spoke to Madhava, who was distracted
by the burden of his love, who was dwelling languidly in a
grove of reeds on the bank of the Yamuna:

The Eighth Song (karnata raga, eka-tali tala):

She reviles sandal, thereafter she capriciously feels the
moon-beam [to be] a fatigue; she considers the Malayan
wind to be like poison because of its contact with serpents’
lairs. O Madhava! as if from a fear of love’s arrows she is
merged'?” with you in her imagination, she is distressed in
your absence.

She makes an armour out of a large mass of wet lotus
leaves upon the vulnerable spot which is her own heart as
if to be a protection for you [who dwell in her heart] from
the incessantly falling arrow[s] of love; O Madhava!... she
is distressed in your absence.

She makes a bed of arrows'® with the flower-shafts, (a
bed] to be desired for [practicing] the many amatory arts,
[she makes] a bed of flowers as if [fulfilling] a religious-
vow''% for the happiness of your embrace; O Madhaval...
she is distressed in your absence.

And she has a noble lotus of a face which has a multitude
of tears caused-to-flow from her eyes, [a face-lotus] like
the moon which has a stream of nectar trickling from it on
account of its being torn by the teeth of the monstrous
moon-troubler;""* O Madhava!. She is distressed in your
absence.

Secretly she draws you with musk as the love-god—she
bows down [to you] placing the makara beneath you and
the fresh mango arrow in your hand; O Madhava!. . . sheis
distressed in your absence.
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7.

By her absorption in meditation you, who are so very
difficult to be attained, are placed before her, she moans,
laughs, grieves, weeps, wanders-about, lets-go of her grief;
O Madhaval. . . she is distressed in your absence.

107-

108-

109 -

110 -

9.

10.

11.

12.

‘merged’ [lina]: she clings to, is devoted to, absorbed in, concealed in
Krsna.

‘bed of arrows’ [sara-talpa]: following M.W.’a bed of arrows for a dead or
wounded soldier’.

‘religious-vow’ [vrata]: i.e., making and lying upon the bed of arrows;
ironically chastity is implicit in the word.

‘moon-troubler’ [vidhum-tuda]: Rahu who took the first sip of the nectar of
immortality, after the churning of the ocean, for which visnu beheaded
him; but having tasted the nectar he did not die; his head continued to
chase after the moon for another taste; eclipses are described as Rahu
devouring the moon

At every step she proclaims this also: ‘O Madhava, | am
fallen [in obeisance] at your foot-when you are turned-
away [from me] immediately even the nectar-storing-moon
spreads fire in my body.” O Madhava!... she is distressed
in your absence.
If this song of Sri Jayadeva is to be performed repeatedly
by the mind, the speech of the friend of the young
cowherdess agitated by separation from Hari should be
recited.
Her dwelling is like the forest and the garland of her dear
friends is like the snare and her heated-sorrow with her
sighing-breath is like the sheet of flames in the burning forest;
and, alas, through your absence, she is like the doe [caught
in the snare, in the burning forest]; Ah! How, moreover, is
[the god of] love like [the god of] death [Yama] performing
tiger’s play?™
The Ninth Song (desakha raga, eka-tali tala):
O Kesava ! In your absence Radhika, the slender-bodied
one, considers even the exalted necklace placed upon her
breasts to be like a burden.
O kasaval! In your absence Radhika fearfully regards the
sandal unguent, truly passionate and smooth, to be like
poison on her body.
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

O Kesava! In your absence Radhika bears her sighing
breath, incomparably long, burning like the scorching of
love.

O Kesava In your absence Radhika casts the lotus of her
eye, which has a multitude of watery drops, in every
direction, as if its stalk had fallen off?"2

O Kesva! In your absence Radhika does not let her cheek
go from the palm-of-her-hand-itis steady like the new moon
in the evening.

O Kesaval! In your absence Radhika considers the bed of
sprouts which is right before her eyes to be made of its
antithesis—fire.""®

O Kesava! In your absence Radhika mutters* ‘Hari,Hari’
passionately, according to her desire, as if ordained to die
of separation.

May this song, sung by Sri Jayadeva, brought near the
foot of Kesava cause joy!

11 -

‘tiger’s play’ (sardula-vikridita): i.e., she is like a deer caught in the snare,
easy prey for the tiger-like love-god. Again a pun on the name of the
metre of the verse-performing the sardula-vikridita [metre]’ (four times:)

112 - ‘casts the lotus... i.e., her eye, looking all about for Krsna is like a lotus

moving all about (because its stalk no longer holds it still).

113 - ‘fire’ [hutasal: lit., ‘oblation-eater’.

114 - ‘mutters’ [japati]: ‘whispers’ or as a devotional term, ‘prays’, invokes the

name of Hari

115 - ‘elixir’ [rasa): the ‘savouring’ of the bliss of his love—i.e., only the ‘relish’

19.

of his love can keep her alive for it is like the divine medicine of the Heavenly
Physicians cians, the Asvins, who avert disease and bring fortune.

She bristles, makes love-cries, laments, trembles, gasps-
for-breath, ponders, jumps-up, closes-her-eyes, falls, rises,
and even faints; in such a great love-fever why should her
beautiful body not live through your elixir'*®if you are pleased
[to go to her], O you who are like a Heavenly Physician?
Otherwise the suppliant is abandoned.®

20. O Beloved of the Heavenly Physicians! You don’t help Radha

[to be] rid of afflictions, [R&dh&] is sick with love and cured
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21.

only by the nectar of contact with your body; O Upendra!
You are more cruel-than even the thunder-bolt."”

Her body long suffers from the fire of love’s fever; O wonder!
Her mind, suffers in thoughts of sandal, the moon and
lotuses; but, because o fatigue, thinking of you who are the
only one dear to her, [You who have] a cool body, waiting in
private, she who is wasted somehow lives for a moment.

22. Formerly your separation was not endured even for a moment

23.

by her, suffering the closing of her eyes; how can she live
through long separation, having seen the mango branch, its
tip in flower?

Having lifted up Govardhana and bearing it from a desire to
shelter Gokula'® which was disturbed by rain, long kissed
by the loving-women of the cowherds on account of their
supreme joy, as if with pride, marked with vermilion imprints
from the surfaces of their lower, lips which had been applied
to it, may the arm of the Enemy-of Kamsa, who has a
cowherd’s body, spread your prosperity!

116 - ‘the suppliant’ [hastaka]: lit., ‘the hand’, but taking hastaka as ‘the one

whose hand is out-stretched in supplication’ following R.K.’s explanation
of the general purport of the phrase: ‘Unless you go to her you'll incur the
fault [dusana) of abandoning a suppliant [asrita] ‘i.e., it would be
dishonourable for a god not to serve a needy devotee.

117 - ‘O Upendra...": Upendra is an epithet of Krsna qualifying him as the ‘younger

brother of India’; the thunder-bolt [vajra] is the weapon of Indra. Pun on
the name of the metre of the verse, the Upendravajréd metre (four times)

118 - ‘Govardhana... Gokula’: Krsna stole the food that had been offered to

Indra; Indra, retaliating in anger, cast his thunder-bolt causing it to rain on
Gokula, the village of the cowherds; Krsna then lifted up Mount Govardhana
and held it as an umbrella over Gokula.
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THE FIFTH CANTO
THE LOTUS-EYED-ONE IN A STATE-OF-LONGING
1. ‘I'll stay here; you go to Radha; pacify her with my speech;
bring her here!’ said the Enemy-of-Madhu; the friend, so
directed, went again to Radha herself and said this:

The Tenth Song (desivaradi raga, rupaka tala):

2. While the Malayan wind blows, bringing love near, while
myriads of blossoms open to split the hearts of separated-
lovers, he, the one who wears a forest garland, sadly-waits
in your absence, O friend!

3. While the cool-rayed-moon burns him he seems to die; while
the arrow of love falls he moans all the more distraught;
he... sadly-waits..

4. While the swarm of honey-drinkers hums he covers his ears;
while his mind experiences separation night after night he
falls ill; he... sadly-waits.

5. Helivesin the forest expanse, abandons his lovely house;"°
he tosses on his bed which is the ground; he often moans
your name; he... sadly-waits.

6. While the poet Jayadeva sings, may Hari appear, by [your]
good deeds, in your mind which has an abundance of zeal
because of- the charm of love-in-separation; he... sadly-
waits.

7. Where he was together with you before the perfections of
love’'?° were attained; truly there in love’s great-pilgrimage-
place in the grove again Madhava, meditating on you,
constantly chanting also a string of sacred-sounds as an
invocation to you alone, desires again the nectar of the
ardent embraces of the pitchers of your breasts.

The eleventh Song (gurjari raga, eka-tali tala)

8. He has gone to the tryst which is the essence of sexual
delight; he has the beautiful appearance of [the god of]
love; O fair-hipped-girl! don’t delay going to him! follow him,
the lord of your heart! Where the wind is gentle, on the
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10.

bank of the Yamun3, he, the one who wears a forest garland,
dwells in the forest, his hands are ever-moving in squeezing
the cowherdesses’ swollen breasts.
He sounds his tender flute which makes the given signal
together with your name: he very-much esteems even the
pollen which is moved [to him] by the wind that touches
your slender-body; where the wind is gentle he dwells.
When a feather falls [or] a leaf stirs, his trembling eye
looks to the path [by which] your arrival is anxiously-
expected and he prepares the bed; where the wind is gentle
he dwells....

119 - ‘lovely house’ [lalita.dhaman]: or ‘pleasure house’, a hut reserved for

trysting.

120 - ‘love’ [rati-pati]: Kama-deva as the ‘husband of Rati’ (sexual-pleasure

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

personified).
Abandon the noisy, capricious anklet which shakes-well
during love-play, it is like an enemy'?' Go, O friend, to the
dense, dark grove; wear a dark-blue cloak; where the wind
is gentle. he dwells....

[You'll be] a necklace placed upon the chest of the Enemy-
of-Mura, like a fluttering crane, like lightning, upon a [dark]
cloud, O golden [woman]-you'll shine while making- love
on-top-of-him as a reward for your good-deeds'?2 where
the wind is gentle. . . he dwells.

Place your hips, unclothed, the girdle unbound,
uncovered'?® upon bed of sprouts, O lotus-eyed [woman] -
[Your hips are] like a treasure, a store-house of joy; where
the wind is gentle... he dwells....

Hari is full-of-pride; this night also is coming to an end
now; heed my words at once- fulfill the desire of the
Enemy- of-Madhu; where the wind is gentle... he dwells....
While Jayadeva sings in service to Hari most delightfully,
bow, delighted in heart, to Hari who is very compassionate,
who is to be desired for his virtues; where the wind is
gentle ... he dwells...
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16. At one moment he scatters sighs, then looks in [all]
directions, then resorts to the grove humming, then gasps-
for- breath, then prepares the bed, then looks around
bewilderedly- O lovely-woman, your beloved is wearied
by the suffering of love....

17. Entirely along with your perversity the hot-rayed-sun has
now set, along with the desire of Govinda the darkness
has gained intensity; my long plea resembles the doleful
cry of koka [birds]'® so, O artless-woman, delay is fruitless,
the moment of the tryst is delightful.

18. From an embrace, then from a kiss, then from scratching
with their nails, then from love’s rousing, then from
shaking- about [in coition], then from sexual exertion, both
are pleased - when a husband and wife who have gone
to an affair with another [lover] come-together by mistake
and [then] recognize [each other] by their speech here in
the darkness, their pleasure is mixed with embarrassment,
isn’tit? isn’t it?

121 -‘Abandon.... because of its jangling the anklet is desirable during
love- making but it is taken off to go to the tryst clandestinely. The
dark cloak is worn also to maintain that secrecy.

122 - “fluttering crane’ clouds are said to wear garlands of lightning; cranes
are said to nest in clouds and the word ‘crane’ [balaka] can refer to a
loving woman. [balaka]

123 - ‘uncovered’ [apidhana]: following M. [anavrta] (contrary to M.W.).

124 - koka birds: following S.M.- the cakravéaka bird, a kind of shelldrake
said to mourn aloud each night when it must be separated from its
mate.

19. Fixing your vision, trembling in fear, upon the dark road,
having stood at each tree for a moment, slowly stepping,
somehow the secret-place was reached by your limbs
which have a restless-motion on account of love-O lovely-
faced- woman, seeing you, may the fortunate-and-
charming-one at tain his purpose!
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20. [Heis]the bee on the lotus which is R&dha’s artless face,

the appropriate blue jewel for the adornment of the region

which crowns the three worlds, the death of those

[demons] whose descent is a burden to the world,

spontaneously the beginning of a night of pleasure for

the minds of the beauties of Vraja, the comet for the

destruction of Kamsa-may he, the Son-of-Devaki, protect
you!
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10.

THE SIXTH CANTO
ARDENTLY-LONGING VAIKUNTHA

Then having-seen her in the hut of creepers unable to go
[to him and passionate for a long time the friend related
her behaviour to Govinda who was sluggish from love:

The twelfth song (gunakari raga, ripaka tala)

Secretly she sees you everywhere, drinking the sweet
honey of her lower lip O Lord Hari! Ra4dha sadly-waits in
her bed-chamber.

Rushing with eagerness for the tryst with you, [but] she
falls down moving just -few steps; O Lord Hari!...

She has a bracelet made of spotless lotus fibres and she
lives henceforth [solely] by your skill in love-making;'® O
Lord Hari!...

Constantly seeing the play of her ornaments she is
disposed to imagining ‘Il am the Enemy-of-Madhu’; O Lord
Hari!...

‘Why doesn’t Hari come quickly to our tryst?’ she asks her
friend time-after-time; O Lord Hari!...

She embraces and kisses the great darkness which re-
sembles a rain-cloud [saying] ‘Hari has arrived’; O Lord
Hari!...

While you delay her modesty is melted-away; she moans
and weeps, ready in her chamber [for you, her beloved];
O Lord Hari!...

May this song of the poet Sri Jayadeva spread great-joy
to people of taste!

She has many rows of bristling-hairs, she utters loud love-
cries'® confused with emotional-tones'? and
senselessness is aroused within her; Cheat! having
thoughts of intense passion about you, the deer-eyed-
woman is immersed in an ocean of passionate-bliss, fixed
in meditation.
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11.

12.

She puts jewellery on her limbs; again-and-again also
when a leaf stirs she believes that you have come; she
spreads- out a bed; for a long time she meditates: Thus
although engaged in hundreds of games of imagining the
preparation of the bed and the choosing of finery, without
you this beautiful body will not pass the night.

‘Why do you rest beneath the banyan'? tree which is the
abode of [black-snakes/Krsna-the-enjoyer]'?® O Brother!
Why don’t you go to the joyful house of Nanda which is
within sight’s range from here?’ Concealing a message
for Radha, in the presence of Nanda, from the mouth of a
traveler, Govinda’s words filled with excellence for evening
guests, prevail!

125 - ‘skill in love-making’ [rati kala]: or ‘with a desire for love-pleasure’

following S.M.’s gloss of kala as dkalana.

126 - ‘love-cries’ [sit-kara): lit., ‘she makes the sound “sit”..., a sound

made by drawing in the breath with the mouth almost closed to
express intense delight in love-making.

127 - ‘emotional-tones’ [kuku]: M.W. gives ‘a peculiar tone or change of

voice resulting from distress or fear or anger.

128 - banyan’ [bhandire): nyag-rodha or Indian fig tree; according to M.W.

the name of a particular tree on Mount Govardhana in Vrndavana.

129 - black-snakes and/or Krsna-the-enjoyer [or: the enjoyer(s) of Krsna]’

[krsna-bhogan]: the black-snake is the deadliest of Indian cobras.
The ‘enjoyer’ in the sense of the ‘lover’. By the pun Krsna both
frightens the traveller away from the place where he wants to meet
Radha and conveys to Radha the message of assignation.
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THE SEVENTH CANTO
CUNNING"® NARAYANA

1. And at that time [the moon], beautiful with its distinct spot
like a stain incurred by obstiuction'' of the path [by, which]
wanton-women [go to their lovers], illuminated the
Vrndavana area with its rays; the moon was the sandal-
spot on the face of a beautiful-woman of the Quarters. 2

2. While the sphere which bears a hare [the moon] was rising
and Madhava was making a delay, the destitute-woman
sorrowfully uttered aloud various lamentations:

3. Even at the time [which he] appointed, Hari, ah, ah, did not
go to the forest; this youth of mine is fruitless even though
it has a spotless body; to whom shall |, deceived by the
words of my friends, go for refuge here?

4. For whose pursuit at night even this dark-thicket is
frequented, because of him, this, my heart, is impaled by
the five arrows [of love]; to whom shall | go for refuge....?

5. My very death would be preferable-how can |, whose (tryst/
body) is thus futile who am senseless here, endure the flame
of separation? To whom shall | go for refuge...?

6. The sweet spring night depresses me, ah, ah; some
fortunte' loving-woman enjoys Hari; to whom shall | go for
refuge. ..?

7. Ah, ah! | consider the jewelled ornaments, bracelets and
so forth, very offensive because they carry the flame of
separation from Hari; to whom shall | go for refuge...?

8. Also the flower-garland upon my heart kills me, whose body
is very delicate like a flower, by the play of love’s arrows
which has a very terrible'* nature; to whom shall | go for
refuge.. .?

9. Here | stay, [| who have] not taken-account of the forest-
tangles; the Enemy-of-Madhu does not even remember me
with his mind; to whom shall | go for refuge...?
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10. May the (muse/speech) of the poet Jayadeva, [who goes

for] refuge at the feet of Hari, dwell in your heart like a
young girl who is skilled in the charming arts [of love].

130 - ‘cunning’ [nagaraj: lit., ‘town-bred’, i.e., sophisticated, clever.

131 - ‘obstruction.. ‘by shedding light the moon makes it difficult for women

to go secretly to their lovers.

132 - ‘beautiful woman of the Quarters’: M.W.,‘a quarter of the sky deified

as a young virgin’.

133 - ‘fortunate’ [krta-sukrta]: lit., ‘done-good-deeds’, i.e., she is fortunate

in this life because she has done good deeds in a past life.

134 -'terrible’ [visama]: or ‘unequal’, punning on the unequal number of

Kama’s arrows.

12. Then, having seen that friend, silent with depression, return
without Madhava, apprehending that Janardana’'*® was
sexually-pleased by some woman, she said this as if she
had seen it:

The Fourteenth Song (vasanta raga, yati téla)

13. Her dwelling is appropriately arranged for the battle of
love; her hair is slightly disheveled with strewn flowers;
some young-girl, who has so many qualities™’ plays-in-
love with the Enemy-of-Madhu.

14. The emotions [of love] are stirred in the embraces of Hari;
upon her pitcher-like breasts a necklace shimmers; some
young-girl plays-in-love’

15. The moon of her lovely ‘are has curls shaking [over it)'®®
she is made languid by the violent..passion of his lip-
drinking- kisses; some young-girl plays-in-love...

16. Her cheeks are scratched by jangling ear-rings; she shakes
with the motions of her hips which have a jingling girdle;
some young-girl plays-in-love....

17. She laughs with embarrassment at the gaze of her lover;
she cries out with the relish of love-pleasure in many varied
moans; some young-girl play-in-love...
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18. She undulates, trembles much and her hair is very bristled;
her love blossoms as her eyes are closed in sighs; some
young-girl plays-in-love

19. Her fortunate body bears drops of sweat; steadfast in the
battle of love she falls upon his chest; some young-girl
plays-in-love....

20. May the delight of Hari as sung by Sri Jayadeva cause
the evil of the Kali [Era) to be destroyed!

21. Although by having the: appearance of the lotus which is
the face of the Enemy of Mura, pale from separation, it
stops my pain, as. the friend of love alas, the moon greatly
spreads the anguish of love in my heart.

The Fifteenth song (gurjari raga, eka-tali tala):

22. Upon a delightful - woman'’s face, where love has arisen
where a lower-lip is turned for a kiss, bristling-excitedly
he draws a foreheadmark. with musk, [a mark] like the
animal upon the moon; in the forest on the bank of the
Yamuna the triumphant Enemy-of-Mura delights now.

23. in her hair which resemble- a mass of clouds, which sets-
shaking the faces of young-men, he places a kurubaka'®
flower, splendid as lighting, in the forest of the deer who is
love; the Enemy-of-Mura delights now.

135 - ‘by friends...‘or ‘by licentious friends’.

136 - Janardana: the epithet of Krsna means ‘tormenting people’.

137 - ‘so many qualities’: suggests who is luckier than | am’.

138 - “The moon....": the suggested simile is that her dark curls are like a
cloud over her moon like face.

139 - kurubaka: a red amaranth which is said to bloom only when touched
by a young woman'’s foot or by her gaze.

24. He places a string of jewels, a spotless multitude of stars,
very firm upon the (very firm/beautifully clouded) firmament
which is her pair of breasts smeared with musk adorned
with @ moon in nail- marks'? the Enemy of Mura delights
Nnow.

25. He puts an emerald bracelet, a swarm of honey-makers,
upon the delicate pair of arms which surpass pieces of
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26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

lotus fibre having lotus leaves as the palms of her hands,
cool as snow™'. the Enemy-of-Mura delights now.

He spreads a girdle made- of jewels that mocks a festal-
arch upon her hips which possess the abode of pleasure,
upon the voluptuous portion [of her body] which is the
golden seat of love, which is perfumed'2the Enemy-of-
Mura delights now.

He puts lac as an outer-covering upon the sprout which is
her foot which is made to rest upon his chest'* the dwelling
place of Kamala, adorned by the jewels which are her nails;
the Enemy-of-Mura delights now.

While the brother of the mischievous Plough-holder very-
much delights some-woman who has beautiful eyes, tell
me, O friend, why have | stayed here in this thicket,
fruitlessly, for so long, unpleasantly?'... the Enemy-of
Mura delights now.

Let not the evil, which is produced by the Kali Age, remain
here, in Jayadevaka, the king of poets-he has a song of
taste’®® he recounts Hari’s qualities, he is a servant of the
feet of the Enemy of Madhu;... the Enemy-of-Mura delights
now.

O friend, if my pitiless false-lover’'* has not come, O
messenger, why should you burn-with-sorrow? He who
has many lovers sports there of his-own-free-will is that
your fault? Look now, drawn to the tryst with the dear-one
by the beloved’s qualities, bursting as if from an excess of
longing’s pain, this soul will go itself.

The Sixteenth Song (desavaradi raga, rupaka tala):

140 -

141 -
142 -

Her breast with the jewels, musk and nailmark is like the sky with its
stars, clouds and the moon [lit., night-maker]; ‘the moon’is a technical
term in the erotic texts for a particular kind of nailmark; musk powder
was used like talcum powder particularly by women after love-making.
Her arm with the bracelet is like a lotus tendril with bees upon it.
The girdle over her vulva (euphemistically described as the ‘abode
of pleasure’ or ‘throne of love’) is like the decorative arch over a
doorway.
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143 - ‘upon his chest’ [hrdi]: or ‘in his heart’.
144 - ‘unpleasantly’ [virasa]: ‘without rasa’, without enjoying the erotic

sentiment particularly.

145 - a song of taste’: ‘a song of rasa’, a song which has the erotic

sentiment particularly.

146 - false-lover’ [satha): a type of hero as classified in the rhetorical

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

texts.

O friend, she who is being sexually-pleased by the one
who wears a forest-garland, by the one whose eyes are
like lotuses’'*” moving in the breeze-she does not burn on
account of the bed of blossoms’

O friend, she who is being sexually-pleased by the one
who wears a forest-garland, by the one whose lovely mouth
is an opened lotus-she does not break-apart on account
of love’s arrows.

O friend, she who is being sexually-pleased by the one
who wears a forest-garland, by the one whose sweet
speech is more gentle than the nectar-of-immortality-she
does not blaze in the Malaya-born breeze.

O friend, she who is being sexually-pleased by the one
who wears a forest-garland, by the one whose feet and
hands resemble lotuses on the bank'® she does not toss
on acct of the cool-rayed [moon.]

O friend, she who is being sexually-pleased by the one
who wears a forest-garland, by the one who is beautiful
like a mass of rain-clouds-she does not break in her heart
on account of long separation.

O friend, she who is being sexually-pleased by the one
who wears a forest-garland, by the one who in his shining
robe resembles a touchstone of gold’™*® - she does not
sigh on account of the mocking-laughter of her
companions.

O friend, she who is being sexually-pleased by the on
who wears a forest-garland, by the youth who is better all
the people of the world-she does not bear splitting’ with
great sorrow.'°

Through this speech as sung by Sri Jayadeva, may Hari
too enter [your] heart!
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39. O joy of [the god of] love! Sandal breeze! be calm, oh, O
southern [wind] stop [your] perversity! For a moment’ O
life-breath of the world, having put Madhava [in my thought
formerly, you will be the taking of my life-breath. ™"

40. This house of my friend hurts like an enemy, the cool
breeze [hurts] like fire, the nectar-rayed [moon hurts]
‘poison, while he is on my mind; even when he is cruel
again my heart is attached to him by force-perverse and
totally - unfettered'? is lotus-eyed-women’s love!

147 - ‘lotus’ [kuvalaya]: specifically a dark lotus or water-lily that opens at
night and closes during the day.

148 - ‘lotuses on the bank’ [sthala-jala-ruha] :lit., ‘land-water-born’; perhaps
a kind of hibiscus sometimes known as a ‘land-lotus’ [sthala-kamala].
‘ice a

149 - ‘who in his shining robe...” : his dark body with his yellow robe is like
a black touch-stone streaked with gold.

150 - sorrow’ [karuna]: suggests that Radha suffers the tragic sentimate karuna
[karunarasa] while the cowherdess with Krsna enjoys the erotic sentiment

[sringararasal].

151 - ‘O southern...*: playing on the several meanings of daksina (southern,
right, good) and vama (perverse, left, cruel); the wind is being perverse
or paradoxical that, although it is the life-breath [prana] of the world, it is
taking away her individual life-breath.

41. Make torment O Malayan breeze! O Love! Take my life! |
shall not seek refuge at home again! Why should you have
mercy on me? O Sister-of-Death !'*® Moisten my limbs with
waves! Let the fire in my body cease!

42. At dawn, while the circle of friends was laughing freely
having timidly looked at Radh&'’s breast, clad in the yellow
garment at Acyuta’ in the blue garment, may he, having
held the edge-of-the-garment,'® shaking with
embarrassment, to the eyes of Radha’s face, the Son-of-
Nanda, this one whose mouth has a sweet smile, be for
the joy of the world!"%®

152 - ‘totally-unfettered’ [nikama-nirarfikusaj:or, following M.W., perverse love
‘freely rules over’ the deer-eyed-women.
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153 - ‘Sister-of-Death’: the Yamuna river.

154 - Acyuta: the epithet of Krsna means ‘firm’ or ‘imperishable’.

155 - or: ‘having directed a side-long glance at Radha’s face.

156 - Radha is wearing Krsna’s yellow garment and he is wearing her blue
garment. The implication is that, dressing together in the dark after love-
making, they mistakely discover Krsna put on each other’s clothes. The
friends laugh at dawn when they discover the mistake, when they see this
evidence of the love-making. In later poetry about the love-play of Radha
and Krsna the exchange of clothes became a conventional theme and the
lovers do so consciously. This verse refers back to their previous union.
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THE EIGHTH CANTO
LAKSMI’'S MASTER VEXED

Then, somehow having passed the night, although truly
torn apart by the arrows of love, at dawn, she spoke
indignantly to her lover although he was bent-down [in
obeisance] before her, uttering a speech of conciliation:

The Seventeenth Song (bhairavi raga, yati tala):

Red with the passion of long wakefulness produced during
the night, sluggishly settling, your eye displays, as if your
passon were made visible'” your attachment to the savour-
of-love Which has arisen; Hari! Hari! Go M&adhava! go
Kesava! Don’t speak your deceitful speech [to me)! Follow
her, O lotus eyed one, her who dispels your depression!

Having an appearance of darkness caused by kissing
eyes dark with mascara, your red lip, O Krsna, conforms
[in colour now) to your [dark] body; O Hari! Hari! Go....

Your body which has lines of wounds from hard curved-
nails [inflicted] the battle of love, resembles a record'® of
[her] victory in love from an inscribing on gold done with
an emerald chip; Hari ! Hari ! Go....

Streaked with lac'™® dissolved from the lotus of [her] foot;
this, your noble chest seems to show outwardly a covering-
hedge of the young shoots of the tree of love; Hari ! Hari!
Go....

The mark of teeth on your lower-lip produces pain in my
mind it says, ‘how can this body of yours still be one-and-
the- same as mine?’ Hari! Hari! Go.

Like your outer [self] O Krsna, your inner-self will become
very dark indeed-how then can you cheat the person who
follows you, [people] afflicted with the fever of love? Hari!
Hari! Go....

You wander in the forest devour young-women-what’s
wonderful in that? Putanika'®indeed reveals your
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character as the cruel infant who is a lady killer!:Hari Hari!
Go....

157-

158 -

159 -

160 -

10.

11.

‘passion made visible...": raga can mean both ‘red’ and ‘passion’ and the
double meaning is frequently used. The word for ‘red’ used here [kasaya]
suggests staim, impurity’.

‘lines... record’ [rekha... lekha]: the two words can indicate either a line, as
of writing, or a scratch, as of nails.

‘streaked with lac... following S.M., the lac on his chest indicates that they
have adopted a particular coital posture in which the woman’s feet are
placed against the man’s chest (the ‘position of anger’ [krodha-bandha]).
Patanika: in an attempt to kill the infant Krsna Putanika offered him her
poisonous breast to suckle; but Krsna, immune to the venom, killed her,
sucked her life from her.

Listen to the Lamentation of a young-woman abandoned
and deceived in love-pleasure as sung by Sri Jayadeva,
O learned-men! It is sweet like nectar; unobtainable even
from the abode of the gods.

Seeing this, your chest with its red colour, sprinkled with
lac from the foot of your beloved, as if your spreading
passion were on the outside, with the humiliation of great
affection [being] made-public now, O Cheat, looking at you
causes me even more shame than anguish.

Of the gazelle-eyed women [the sound of the flute] is a
great spell for delight, [for making them] rave, for
stupefaction, [for making] fall mandara™ [flowers]
quivering on account of the shaking of their heads with
inner infatuation; it is the ruin of the irrepressible sorrow
and distress of the gods when they are afflicted by haughty
demons; may the sound of the flute of the Enemy-of-Kamsa
remove your misfortunes!

160 -

161 -

Patanika: in an attempt to kill the infant Krsna Putanika offered him her
poisonous breast to suckle; but Krsna, immune to the venom, killed her,
sucked her life from her.
mandara: the coral tree; one of the five trees said to grow in heaven. Krsna
stole the mandara tree from Indra’s pleasure garden.
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10.

THE NINTH CANTO
ARTLESS MUKUNDA

To her [who was], then, exhausted with passion, hurt by
her violent-desire for love-pleasure, possessed of despair,
[who] had pondered Hari’'s behaviour, [to the one]
separated [from her lover] on account of a quarrel, the
friend spoke privately:
The Eighteenth Song (qurjari raga, yati tala):

Hari goes-to-the tryst while the sweet [spring] wind blows;
what other great joy is there, O friend, in the world? O
piqued- woman! don’t direct your pique against Madhava,
oh!

The pitcher of your breast is more heavy and (passionate
/ full-of-juice) than coconuts-why make it fruitless? O

How many times has this not been said, word for word,
recently: ‘Don’t despise Hari who is so very splendid’? O

Why do you sink-down in weeping, helpless? The whole
assembly of your young-women [friends] laughs [at you];

Why do you produce this heavy sorrow in your mind?
Listen to my speech about displeasing separation; O

Sung by Sri Jaydeva very delightfully, may the story-of
the-deeds of Hari cause happiness for people of taste!
When the beloved is tender you are rough, when he bends-
down [in obeisance] you are unbending, when he is
passionate you are hostile, when he has his face-raised [in
expectation] you have your face-turned-away [in aversion];
it is appropriate then, O perverse-woman, that your sandal
unguent is poison, the cool-rayed-moon is the burning-sun,
frost is fire, the pleasures of play’'® are tortures.
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11. By the intensely joyous hosts of gods, Puramdara and the
others, who bow down [to the lotus-foot] on account of
their great reverence, having the blue jewels of Indra
[sapphires] in their crowns, [the foot-lotus] has the
appearance of having bumble-bees [upon it]; [the foot-
lotus is] viscid with the Mandakini which freely flows [from
it] beautifully like nectar; we venerate, for the destruction
of evil, the lotus of Sri Govinda’s foot !'¢3

162- ‘the pleasures of play’ [krida-mudah]: .S.M. explains it as the games
of her female friends.

163- ‘By the intensely..."i.e., his foot is like a lotus and as nectar flows
from a lotus so the Heavenly Ganges [the Mandakini] flows from his
foot and as bees appear on a lotus, so the emeralds in the crowns of
the gods appear on his foot as the gods make obeisance to him.
(This reading following R.K.)
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THE TENTH CANTO
THE CLEVER FOUR-ARMED-ONE

On that occasion, having approached her who was
governed by harsh anger, her whose mouth was weak from
bound less sighs, the fair-mouthed-woman, to her who had
seen the face of her friend bashfully, stammering his words
on account of his joy, in the evening Hari spoke thus:

The Nineteenth Song (desavaradi raga, asta-tala téla):

If you speak, even a little-bit, the splendid moonlight of
your teeth rips-apart the very dreadful darkness of fear;
may the moon which is your face cause the cakora [bird]
which is my eye to long for the intoxicating-nectar from
your quavering lower-lip; beloved! sweet-natured-woman!
stop being piqued with me-it is unjustified! Suddenly the
fire of love burns my mind-give me a drink of the mead
from the lotus of your mouth!

If you are truly angry, O lovely- toothed-woman, give me a
wound with the arrows that are your sharp nails, bind me
with the fetters which are Your arms or bite me, by which
all-the-conditions of pleasure come to be; beloved! sweet-
natured-woman! stop being piqued with me...!

You are my adornment, you are my line, you are jewel in
the ocean of existence, May you be here, constantly
compliant to me-for that my heart is making great-efforts!
Beloved! Sweet-natured-woman! stop being piqued with
me...!

Your eye, although it like a blue lotus, O slender- woman,
bears the appearance of a red lotus; if you (ridden /
impassion) me who am (Krsna / blue-black) with the
emotion which is the arrow of love, then this [condition]
matches that [your eye]; beloved! Sweet natured woman
stop being piqued with me...!

May the garland of jewels glitter open the pictures of your
breasts-may it (redden /impassion) the region of your heart,
also may the girdle upon the circle of your firm hips ring
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10.

11.

12.

13.

out-may it proclaim the Command of love! beloved! sweet-
natured-woman! stop being piqued with me...!

Speak, O soft-voiced -woman, and I'll make your feet red
with passionate, shining lac, (your feet which) excel the
land- lotus [hibiscus], delighting my heart, having produced
excellence on the stage of love-pleasure. beloved! sweet-
natured woman! stop being piqued with me...!

Place the noble sprout .of your foot as an ornament upon
my head, it dispels the poison of love [in separation]; the
pitiless sun which is the destruction by love burns in me-
may [your foot] take away the symptom produced; beloved!
sweet- natured-woman! stop being piqued with me...!

Pleasing and clever in sweet flatteries, the words of the
Enemy-of-Mura to Radhika, embellished with the
eloquence of the poet Jayadeva, which, has caused joy in
piqued-women - may [that speech] prevail!

O afflicted-women! Put aside doubt about my heart which
is overcome by you always, by you whose breasts and
hips are firm: there is no-room for another, not any lucky-
person other than the bodiless [god of love] enters my
heart; o beloved-lady, be disposed to undertaking
embraces "%

O artless-woman! give me squeezes against your ample'®
breasts and bind me with the creepers of your arms and
bite me with cruel teeth! O fierce passionate-woman,
rejoice! my life- breaths leave me because of the splitting
wound from the arrow of that outcast, love!

O moon-faced-woman! your curved brow [your frown] looks
like- a terrible black-snake, [the cause of] infatuation; for
young men only the liquorus nectar from your lower-lip is
an effective charm for dispelling the danger which arises
from it [your serpent-brow].

Your silence unnecessarily disquiets me,'®® O slender-
woman, dwell upon the fifth [note], O young-woman, with
sweet conversations, with your glances dispel my fever,
O lovely faced-woman, give-up so much aversion [to me],
don’t let me go! Your beloved, so very tender, O artless-
woman is near-and-ready!
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14. This lower-lip is akin in splendor to the bandhuka'®’ [flower];
your shiny- cheek has the complexion of the madhuka”®®
[flower], O fierce passionate woman! Your eye, which emits
the luster of a blue-lotus, shines; your nose resembles
the sesame flower'® your teeth are like jasmine; O beloved,
above all, by employment of [the features of your face the
flower weaponed [god of love] conquers all.'™

15. Your eyes are languid with [passion’s] drunkenness, your
face shines like the moon, your gait delights people’s
minds, your two thighs surpass the plantain; your love-
making is skilful, your brows are beautiful shining lines,
oh, you, on Earth, lead the gods’ young-women, O
slenderwoman.'"

16. May Hari grant delight! In battle he came into conflict with
Kuvalayapida [the war-elephant of Kamas] whose fore
head reminded him of Radha’s swollen breasts; wherein,
while he was perspiring and closing his eyes for but a
moment, quickly, in confusion at seeing him [like that],
‘Victory! Victory! Victory!’ was the uproarious cry of Kamsa.

164- ‘be disposed...” [parirambharambhe vidhehi vidheyatam]: lit., ‘make the state
of disposability in the beginning of embraces’.
165- ‘ample’ [nibida]: lit., her breasts are so large there is ‘no space’ between

them.

166- ‘your silence’: i.e., your silence is unjust.

167- bandhuka - bandhujiva.

168- madhuka: a velvety, pale spring flower; its blossoms and leaves were distilled
to produce a sweet intoxicant.

169- ‘resembles’: lit., “Your nose follows the path of the sesame flower.

170- R.K. explains that these five features of her face, each like a flower, act as
the five flower-tipped arrows of the love-god.
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THE ELEVENTH CANTO
BLISSFUL DAMODARA

While Kesava, for a long time having pleased the deer-
eyed woman with supplication, adorned, was going to the
bed in the grove, while the twilight, the robber of sight,
was glimmering, [to her whose] splendid ornaments were
arranged, to R&dha who was not sunken-down [in the
sadness of separation any longer] some woman said:

The twentieth Song (vasanta raga, yati tala)

He has composed flattering speeches bowed-down-in
reverence at your foot; now he has gone to the bed of
love-play on the edge of the beautiful cane grove, O artless
woman! The killer of Madhu has pursued. [you]! Follow
him, O Radhika!

O you who bear the burden of firm breasts and thighs,
approach [him], wandering-pleasurably with slightly slow
steps, ‘with jeweled anklets jingled, act like a marala'
[bird]; O artless-woman!...

Listen to the most pleasing song of the honey drinking
bees which is the infatuation of young girls; while a throng
of cuckoos is herald for the behest of [love] the flower-
bowed-one, enjoy the emotion love; O artless-woman”...
With a hand which is a mass of shoots shaking in the wind,
a mass of creepers seems to be urging [you], O you-whose-
thighs are-like-elephant-trunks! stop your delay in going;
O artless Woman!...

Consult that pitcher which is your breast, throbbing as if
because of the waves of love, indicating the embrace of
Hari, having a pure stream of water which is your beautiful
necklace; O artless woman!...'”

. Thisis understood by all your friends-that your body too is

ready for the battle of love pleasure; O fierce passionate
woman go to him noisily with the battle drum uproar of
your jangling girdle, passionately, rot-bashfully! O artless
woman




LEE SEIGAL 427

8.

Go playfully to Hari, clinging to a friend, with your hand,
its nails beautiful as the arrows of love; with the jingling of
your bracelets inform him also of your approach,'* O
artless- woman!..

May this song of Sri Jayadeva eternally abide in the throats
of those whose minds are fixed-upon Hari-[this song on
the necks of devotees] puts to shame a necklace [or] a
beautiful woman !"7®

171-

172 -

173 -

174 -

175

10.

11.

12.

13.

‘on earth’: i.e., she’s a living goddess. Prithivi also plays on the name of the
meter of this verse (four times)

marala: a kind of goose or flamingo; supposed to have a lovely gait and a
voice appropriate for trysting.

‘indicating... ‘the waves in the pitcher are an omen of love; the stream of
water, indicating that the pitcher is overflowing, suggests the fullness of her
breast (following R.K).

inform....the suggestion (following S.M.) is ‘be a firefighter’, i.e., give your
enemy (lover) warning of your approach for battle (love making).

- Following S.M. 176 - “tapiccha - tamala”

‘She will look at me, she will speak love-talk, by embraces
of my entire body she will attain delight, she’ll be pleased,
O friend, in uniting with me’, with these thoughts he is
disturbed; in the grove, of which the mass of darkness is
steady, the beloved sees you, trembles, bristles, rejoices,
sweats, advances- to —meet-you, faints

Putting mascara on the eyes, clusters of t4piccha'®flowers
on the ears, a wreath of dark lotuses on the head, a musk-
design on the breasts of the crafty women enjoying the
excitement of the tryst, everywhere in the grove, O friend,
the darkness, beautiful as a black cloak, embraces every
limb of the lovely-eyed-woman.

Streaked all-over with the clusters of the light of the women-
going-to their-lovers whose bodies are yellow with staff
ron,'”” this night, most black like tamala leaves, manifests
[itself] as a touchstone for the gold which is love for him.

Having seen Hari in the door-way of his grove-retreat which
was shining with the splendor of the jewels in his bracelets,
his arm-bands, the golden cord of his girdle, the central
gem of his pearl-necklace, she [the messenger] then said
to her bashful friend [Radhal:
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The Twenty-first Song (varadi raga, rupaka téla):

14. In the hut of love-play within the loveliest grove, play- in-
love, O you whose face laughs from your violent-desire
for love-pleasure; enter here, O Radha, into Madhava’s
presence!

15. [In the place which is] excellent on account of the bed of
fresh and shimmering asoke leaves, play-in-love, O you
whose necklace quivers on the pitchers of your breasts;
enter here, O Radh3, into Madhava’s presence!

16. In the radiant bed-chamber which is arranged with floral
bouquets, play-in-love, O you whose body is as delicate
as a flower; enter here, O Radh3, into Madhava'’s presence!

17. [In the place which is] cool and fragrant on account of the
gentle, wafting Malayan wind, play-in-love, O you who are
fearful of love’s arrows; enter here, O R&adha, into
Madhava'’s presence!

18. [In the place which is] thick with fresh sprouts and many
outspread creepers, play-in-love for long while, O you
whose swollen hips are languorous; enter here, O Radha,
into Madhava’s presence!

19. [In the place where] humming is made by swarms of bees
delighted by the honey, play-in-love, O you who have the
passionate emotions of the sentiment of love; enter here,
O Radh3, into Madhava’s presence!

177 - ‘saffron’ [kasmira]: specifically that which comes from Kashmir.
20. [In the place which is] noisy with the cries of flocks of very sweet cuckoos,
play-in-love, O you who have splendid rubies as your shining teeth'”® enter

here, O Radha, into Madhava’s presence!

21. While the king of poet-kings sings [this song which] makes
an abundance of happiness for Padmavati, bestow, O
Enemy-of-Mura, hundreds of blessings!

22. This one, having you on his mind, for a very long time,
very weary and greatly inflamed by love, wishes to drink
[from) your lower lip. which is like a bimba [fruit] abounding
in nectar; so adorn his lap for a moment, here: why this
agitation about one who worships the lotus of your feet
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23.

24.

25.

like a slave purchased with a fraction of the (wealth /
beauty) of your frown?

She, joyfully and [yet] fearfully, her eyes longing for
Govinda, with lovely anklets jingling, entered the pleasure-
hut.

The Twenty second Song (varadi raga, yati tala):

She saw Hari: he had manifestations of the various
symptoms [of love] blossomed on account of the sight of
Radhé&’s face like the ocean which has its high waves set-
in-motion at the sight of the lunar disk; [he had her as his]
only love, he had long desired love-play, his face was
overcome with his great joy, he was. love’s dwelling-place.
She saw Hari he, having tarried far-off, bore a necklace of
very pure pearls upon his chest—[he was] like the flow of

the Yamuna’s waters mixed with masses of very clear foam.
179

26. She saw Hari: the curve of his body, dark and tender, had

a yellow robe put-upon it-[he was] like the blue lotus which
has a root encircled with a mass of yellow pollen-veils.

27. She saw Hari.: the passion of love’s pleasure was prodused

by his beautiful face on account of the quivering of his
tremulous side-long-glances-[he was] like a pool in autumn
which has a pair of wagtails''® playfully-shaking in an open
lotus [upon it]..

28. She saw Hari: the radiant-beauty of his ear-rings equal to

29.

[that of] the sun brought into touch with the lotus of his
face, and a longing for love-pleasure was caused by the
sprout of his lower-lip splendidly gleaming with the splendor
of her smile.

She saw Hari: his hair, with flowers in it, was like a rain-
cloud the inside of which is strewn with moon-beams and
the form of his spotless sandal forehead-mark was the lunar
disk risen in the darkness.
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178 -

179 -

180 -

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

‘splendid rubies..." an inverted simile following S.M.; perhaps the redness
of her teeth refers to having chewed betel.

The waters of the Yamuna are conventionally depicted as dark, as Krsna
colored’.

‘wagtails’ [kharjana]: a small bird with a white breast and black wings

which mates in rivers and ponds in autumn.

She saw Hari: prickly with a mass of much bristled hair,
excited on account of the art of play in love-pleasure, his
body was beautiful on account of his ornaments radiant
with a mass of light-beams from the multitude of his jewels.
She saw Hari: the mass of his adornments is doubled by
the greatness of Sri Jayadeva’s song; placing himin your
heart, bow to Hari who is the essence of virtue’s arising.
Then, in the moment of beholding the most beloved-one,
the multitude of R&dhé&’s joyful tears fell like the flood of
sweat of her eyes made-to-go-beyond their corners, as if
with an effort to go as-far-as the region of her ears, with
their pupils made-to-quiver®!
While the entourage of watchful friends went outside the
dwelling with their smiles concealed by the contrivance of
[having to] scratch [their mouths], the embarrassment of
the deer-eyed woman, of her who was going near his bed,
of her who was looking at her beloved’s face which was
beautiful with the intention which is under-the-sway of love,
[her embarrassment) as if also embarrassed, went far-
away.

Joyfully may the Son-of-Nanda bestow upon you
exhilaration beyond measure! Slowly-slowly having taken
R&dha in the space between his arms and then squeezing
her tightly on account of his delight: ‘May the lofty breasts
of the excellent- bodied-woman not break my back and
quickly come out of it!''® [he said], looking-around with
his neck bent
As if honored with mandara flowers placed there by the
Goddess of Victory, as if marked by himself with vermilion
because of the delight of battle with the elephant, scattered
with the blood-drops of the elephant, Kuvalayapidi, which
was killed by play with the crushing with his arms, the staff-
like arm of the Conqueror-of-Mura prevails!
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36.

In the heart of R&dh3, [she who is] the one store of beauty,
who enjoys the lovely love-games which are the delight of
love,' in that pool which is the one stage for the play of
love, because he relishes the playful-shaking of the lotuses
which are her delightful breasts he is proclaiming his
similarity to the royal gander of [lake] Manasa of the
contemplative may Mukunda give joy '®

181 -

182 -

183 -

184 -

Tears are like perspiration from her eyes, caused by the great effort
which her eyes are making and (following R.K.) her eyes seem to be
failing out with weariness.

Alternately (following R.K.) the bodiless-love-god [atanu] takes on
Radha’s body to conquer the world.

‘delight of love’ [ananga-laland] or ‘delight of Love’ comparing her to Rati,
delight personified as the consort of Kama-deva.

Krsna delighting upon Radha’s breasts is like the royal gander delighting
amidst the lotuses on Lake Manias and Krsna is in Radha’s heart as that
gander is in the heart or mind of the contemplative, the devotee.




432

LEE SEIGAL

THE TWELFTH CANTO
THE VERY-DELIGHTED YELLOW-ROBED ONE

When the flock of her friends were gone, having seen
Radha whose mind was passionate, whose lower-lip was
bathed in smiles bursting-forth with the overpowering
intentions of love which was full of the burden of her sharp
shame, whose eyes were cast-down constantly upon the
bed of flowers and fresh sprouts, Hari spoke to his beloved:
The Twenty-third Song (vibh&sa raga, eka-tali tala)

Upon the surface of the bed of sprouts put the lotus of
your foot, O loving woman -May this well-adorned [bed of
sprouts] be defeated by its rival, the sprout which is your
foot! For a moment now, follow Narayana, [me, as | have]
followed [you], O Radhika!

I'll do honor to your foot with the lotus of my hand for you
have been made to come a long way-upon the bed, for a
moment, help the anklet which like me has been heroic in
following [you] ... Follow Narayana.

Compose an obliging speech like nectar trickling from the
nectar-storing-moon which is your face; I'll remove the fine-
garment on your chest which is the obstruction to your
breasts as if [removing our] separation... follow Narayana.
Bristled as if full of a violent-passion for the embraces of
the beloved, very -difficult-to-attain, the pitcher of your
breast place it upon my chest, extinguish the heated-pain
of love... follow Narayana.

Bring the elixir of nectar from your lower-lip, O passionate-
angry-woman! Vivify me, your slave, as if | were dead; my
mind is fixed upon you, my body is consumed by the fire of
love- in-separation; | am without the pleasure-of-play...
follow Narayana.

O moon-faced-woman! sound the cord of your jeweled
girdle, which is harmonious with the sound of your voice,
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10.

11.

12.

13.

in my ears which have been disturbed by the cries of the
cuckoo calm my depression at last... follow Narayana.
This, your eye, as if embarrassed, now ceases to look at
me who was maimed by your very futile anger-give up your
very vain sexual frustration... follow Narayana.

May this song of Sri Jayadeva, having the Enemy-of
Madhu’s delight recited in its refrain, produce in people of
taste an appreciation of the emotion of the sentiment of
lovely love-pleasure! ... follow Narayana....

A close embrace in which an obstacle arose on account of
the rising bristling-hair, and the glances which inspire love-
play in which [an obstacle arose]: on account of blinking,
the drinking of the nectar from lower-lips in which [an
obstacle arose] on account of their playful talk also the
battle which is the art of love in which [an obstacle arose]
on account of the attainment of bliss-that, their undertaking
of love-making was about to be enjoyed.

Held-captive by her arms, pressed by the weight of her
breasts, pierced by her finger-nails, the cup of his lower-
lip. bitten by her teeth, crushed by the slope of her hips,
bent-down by her hand on his hair, crazed by the trickling-
flow of honey from her lower-lip, the lovely-beloved
somehow obtained delight-so, oh! the way of love is
paradoxical!

In the undertaking of the battle mixed with the play of love-
pleasure, [an undertaking] having the mark of (love/death®®
something full of impetuosity was undertaken by her on-
top [of him] for victory over her lover, from the flurry of
which the surface of her hips was motionless, the creepers
of her arms were loosened, her breast was shaken, her
eyes were closed-how is the heroic sentiment of women
demonstrated?'8

Her bosom was- branded by pink finger-nails, her eyes
were reddish from [lack of] sleep, the redness from her
lower-lip was washed-off, her hair had its garland fallen
and disarranged, the cord of her girdle [allowed] the border
of her shawl [to be] slightly loose-the next morning by these
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arrows of love fixed in his eyes, the mind of her lord was
impaled—it was amazinging!’'®’

14. The braided-mass of her hair was disheveled, her curls
had been shaken, her cheeks, had, an effusion of sweat,
the radiant-beauty of her lower-lip like a bimba [fruit] was
worn- off; the string of pearls, radiant on the pitchers of
her breasts, was lost, the beauty of her girdle was
hopelessly-destroyed-covering her foot, hips, breasts with
her hand in the moment when she noticed that, she was
ashamed; so, also when disheveled, artless-charm please.

15. [Of her whose face had its] eyes slightly closed by force of
the stream of artlessly echoing. love-cries, [whose face
had its] lower-lip bathed by the rays of her teeth from
opening [her mouth] with indistinct, warbled cries of love-
play [so that her] breast was still and tranquil on account
of so much embracing, [whose] body was weak from the
release of the excess of joy-fortunate is he to kiss the face
of the deer-eyed-woman!

16. Then suddenly, very delightedly, after the love-making, she,
her body so very wearied, R&dha with respectful-affection
said this with joy to Govinda:

The Twenty fourth song (ramakari rage, yati tala)

17. ‘Put, O Yadu-nandana, with your hand, which is cool with
sandal, a design of musk, here upon my breast which is
akin to a pitcher for the festival, of love’, she said to him
while Yadu-nandana, the joy of her heart was playing.

185 - Following M. the battle is marked by Mara as death and the play is
marked by Mara as Love.

186 - That is, how can women succeed in the sentiment [rasa] of heroism,
the natural sentiment of men, except in the battle of love, in trying
to conquer their lovers?

187 - ‘amazing’ [adbhuta]: the marvellous or wondrous sentiment [rasa];
each of her features is one of the five arrows of love.
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

‘Make the mascara which puts-to-shame the bees, shine,
O beloved, upon my eye, which has [had] its collieries
removed by the kisses of your lower-lip, [my eye] which
releases the arrows of love’, she said to him.

‘Fasten, O beautifully-adorned-one, both ear-rings on my
ears’ circle which, possessing the appearance of love’s
snare, prevents the expansion of the bounding of the deer
which are [my] eyes’, she said to him.

‘In my presence for a long while arrange a glossy curl
which causes pleasure, creating a swarm of bees above
my spotless face which surpasses a lotus’, she said to him
‘Put a lovely mark drawn with musk essence, placed as a
lunar spot, O lotus-faced-ones, upon the moon which is
my forehead which has ceased sweating’, she said to him.
‘Put flowers in my radiant hair, O giver-of-honor, fumy hair]
which is the fly-whisk and banner of love, fallen-loose from
love-pleasure, lovely, extraordinary as a peacock’s tail’,
she said to him.

‘Put ornaments, clothes and the jeweled girdle, O good-
hearted-ones, upon my passionate hips which are firm and
beautiful, which are the cave-dwelling of the elephant who
is Love'®®she said to him....

Put your compassionate heart in this splendid speech of
Sri Jayadeva, which is an adornment, which dispels the
fever and impurity of the Kali [Era] for it is formed with the
nectar which is remembrance of the feet of Hari.

‘Put a pattern on my breasts, make a design on my cheeks,
fasten a girdle on my hips, fix the mass of my braids with
artless garlands, put rows of bracelets on my arms and
jeweled anklets on my feet’-thus directed the yellow-robed-
one was pleased and he did so.

By the mingling of reflected-images joined in the multitude
due of jewels lining the hoods of the Serpent Lord who
was made [Hari] couch, [Hari] wishes to see with hundreds
of eyes the lotus-footed daughter of the ocean [Sri] who is
the production of the sustaining Lord, performing
emanations of his body as if in her houour; may Hari protect
you very much®

‘Not having obtained you who were intent upon your own-
choice-of-a-husband, [who were intent] upon me, it seems
to me, O beautiful-woman, that the infatuated Husband-
of-Mrdani [Siva] drank the poison [which was] in the depths
of the ocean of milk.” Thus with these prefatory,
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distracting,' words, throwing-aside Radha’s upper-
garment, may Hari, whose eyes were encountering the
buds of her breasts, protect you!

188 -‘the cave-dwelling of the elephant who is love’ Sambara-darana-varana.

189-

28.

29.

30.

31.

kandare]: following S.M. who explains that Love (the Killer-of-sambara) is
like an elephant in fierceness and strength; her hips possess that cleft in
which the powerful elephant of Love resides; alternately, her hips are the
‘goad’ of love.

The Serpent Lord is Sesa, a serpent with hundreds of heads upon which
Visnu sleeps in the intervals between creations; there is a jewel in each of
Sesa’s hoods. Hari looks into them to see himself multiplied, i.e., reflected
in each jewel, and thereby each reflected Hari can look at Sri. This verse
as well as the ones which follow may be late interpolations — there is little
consensus among various editions and manuscripts as to the arrangement
or inclusion of these final verses. Xii. 26,27,29 are given only in the
footnotes of the Nirnaya Sagar Press edition and they are without

commentary or gloss.

Skill in the arts of the Gandharvas,' meditation
consecrated-to-Visnu, playful-creation in poems which are
literary works in the truth of the discrimination in erotics —
may wise-people joyfully purely understand all that
according to the Sri-Gitagovinda of the poet and scholar
Jayadeva whose soul is solely directed'®? to Krsna.

May holy-men approve in this case of the devotion of
aspirants [like me] truly of their own accord and having
considered my labour in composition may wise-men
respect it; | ask those who are occupied with listening to
the literary work of some other [author], having examined
the one made thoroughly by me, let them announce the
imperfection if [there is any] here — that idea will remain.

May the poetic-skill of the Sri-Gitagovinda of Sri Jayadeva,
son Ramadevi, son of Sri Bhojadeva, be in the throats of
friends, Parasara and others.'®

O sweet-liquor! The thought of you is not good! O sugar!
You are hard! O grape! Who will see you? O nectar [of
immortality]! You are dead! O milk! You taste like water! O

190-

‘distracting for anya-manasa?
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191- ‘arts of the Gandharva'’s, the heavenly musicians, i.e., the musical
arts.

192- ‘solely directed’ [eka-tanal]: his soul or self [atman] has Krsna as its
one object or only tone.

193- Parasara — not identifiable but in the biographical legends about
Jayadeva said to be a friend of the poet who accompanied him on
various pilgrimages.
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